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Anniversary of the Parent Society.
Dr. Bunting—The next resolution will 

be mowed by James Ileald, Esq.„ M. P. 
(Loud applause.)

James Heai.d, Esq., M. P-—Mr. Chair- 
man and my Christian friends—I had hoped 
to have been allowed, on this occassion, the 
pleasure of remaining a delighted listener to 
the various addresses which have been and 
which still are to be made to the meeting. 
I have been delighted in listening to Dr. 
Duff, whilst he was directing our attention, 
once and again, to the first principles,— 
showing us those foundations, so deep and 
ao wide, on which our Christian efforts 
were first based, and on which our super­
structure has continued to rise ; and I feel, 
in these days, it-is of paramount importance 
that we should regard thosè foundations 
as stable and binding, that they impose upon 
us, and involve us in an amount of respon­
sibility which, if I had the power of lan­
guage to describe, I would now place it 
under contribution. (Applause ) While 
your report was being read this morning— 
which 1 listened to with great attention—it 
e-xcited in my breast ait amount of satisfac­
tion and confidence which I now take the 
opportunity of stating, as a layman, was' 
never produced in my mind by any previous 
report. (Applause.) Some of the great 
principles which we have from the first re­
cognised and embodied in the course of our 
proceedings, have in that report been set 
forth agirin for our consideration. I felt the 
force of them. I felt a searching of heart 
before the presence of Almighty God, how 
far my own conduct had corresponded to, 
and was in consonance with my profession ; 
and I trust that Dr. Duffs memorable ad­
dress has produced a similar effect on all 
our minds. I think we are in danger, at 
this peculiar crisis in the history of our 
country and of the world, if we do not pre­
pare ourselves to do more, to stand forth 
more unmistakeably and avowedly as the 
servants of God—to seek our highest hon­
our, not in the plaudits of men, but in that 
which comet It front God ; and to keep 
steadfastly in view that line of conduct 
which will justify,the expectation that at last 
we may have the happiness and joy of hear­
ing the King say, “ Well done, good and 
faithful servant.” (Loud applause.) I ant 
jealous over myself, sir, as 1 beleive you 
are, “ with a godly jealousy.” There is 
danger in connection with missionary 
efforts, as a specimen of all other efforts, of 
having our high standard lowered and our 
high resolves brought down, and of satisfy­
ing our consciences with a less amount of 
duty performed, of property contributed, of 
efforts put forth, and of that continuity of 
effort which is essential to all real and per­
manent success, than our duty requires. 
(Applause.) I think the address of our 
reverend friend this morning will be found 
instructing and improviog tous as a Wes­
leyan Missionary Society. For the last two 
or three years my heart has yearned and 
mourned over the dissensions of our Con­
nexion, and especially over those which 
have directed themselves, in unjustifiable 
and ungodly assaults, against this Society. 
(Cheers, again and again repeated. ) It has 
been the especial object of assault and at­
tack ; and I feel, as a member of this s.v«i- 
ety, aud as having the honour to hold ofiice 
in the parent committee, as if the blow had 
been struck at myself. (Hear, hear.) As 
Sir Edward Sugden said, in his memorable 
speech at the county meeting held in Ep­
som, with reference to the aggressive act of 
the Pope,—“ 1 felt,” said he, “ as if the 
blow had been struck at myself, because the 
honour, and independence, and sovereignty 
>f this iCountry have been attacked.” It 
rill become us all to-day to settle this point.

this society our own? (Loud applause.) 
Have we seen, in the review of the princi­
ples which the report has brouglitbefore us, 
and which have been so admirably portray­
ed by Dr. Duff, that we have been mistaken 
in the choice of the ground we have laid, 
and have not formed aright estimate of the 
greaC object set before us and all kindred 
societies? Sir, I repudiate, from the settled 
conviction of my judgment,—from my best 
conscientious feelings as a Christian,—all

euch imputation». (Loud applause.) I 
feel the ground is not of man’s laying, f am 
delighted at the tribute, paid by the distin­
guished man who has just spoken, t«* the 
sage-like experience with which the affairs 
of the society have been conducted ; (hear, 
hear ;) and, whether it be duly estimated, 
aud has been properly acknowledged by the 
members of this society or not, it calls forth 
the confidence, as it has commanded the 
respect, and the support, of all sections of 
the Christian church. (Applause.) With 
respect to this, if 1 am not much mistaken, 
the judgment and the feeling of this meet­
ing are in unison with my own. (Loud ap­
plause.) I came here, as I have done for 
the last two years, with an earnest desire to 
satisfy myself, whether the Wesleyan Mis­
sionary Society, under the conduct of those 
to whom the Conference and yourselves 
have so often coipmilted its direction and 
management, is to he now brought to an 
end ; (loud cries of " No, no;”) or wheth­
er, having the opportunity once more to in­
vestigate its principles, to submit our judg­
ment to its sacred claims, and to look, as 
we are bound to do, as prudent men and as 
Christian men, to all those responsibilities 
which these considerations involve,—wheth­
er we are prepared to-day to renew our 
allegiance to Christ in this department of 
Ilia service, and say, “Here Lord are we—
Send by whom thou wilt send.” (Applause.)
Then, sir, we want something more than 
that. When I was a young man, I recollect 
the late William Dawson calling at Parr’s 
wood, one morning, when 1 had the honour 
to entertain, as a guest, for a few days, the 
never-to-be-forgotten, ever-to-be-lamented, 
as Christians are justified in lamenting—the 
late Rev. Richard Watson. (Hear, hear.)
After breakfast, we had been conversing for 
some lime about the prominent features of 
a meeting which he had attended the night 
before, when Mr, Dawson said—“ Now,
Mr. Watson, you must not forget we Me­
thodists want ‘ present salvation.’ ” Now 
how is this applicab e to our present case ?
Dr. Duff has solved the problem. lie has 
demonstrated that good principles, if alone, 
will not do the work—as faith, if alone, 
cannot save -us ; but that if we will do our 
part, God will perform his. Dr. Duff, if 1 
mistake not, has touched a siring that will 
vibrate through the Wesleyan Connexion.
We want our attention withdrawing from 
ourselves to our work ; I have never yet 
met with a member of the Wesleyan Con­
nexion, in any part of the Queen’s domini­
ons, who could answer me this question :—
“ I trow,” said I, that “ if it pleased God, 
just at this moment to grant unto us such a 
visitation of the Spirit as wo never yet have 
seen, do you not think it would put every­
thing right ?” f Applause.) I beleive it 
would, sir. But then, I ask the second 
question—“ Is the indulgence of tins kind 
ot disposition and action the way to obtain 
the great good ?” No. The Iloly Spirit,
(and this is the serious state of the case) 
slums associations for strife and division ; 
aud 1 say, whoever, in my church, prevents 
me from receiving such a measure of that 
grace as 1 should individually receive if tiie 
shower was universal and general, and at all 
answering to that rich effusion of the Spirit 
which Dr. Candlish pointed out on Friday 
morning,—which according to the promise 
shall be pouted out like water on a thirsty 
desert, and like floods upon the dry ground 
—any man that in my church connection 
throws an hindrance in the way of such a 
promise being fulfilled, injures me as be in­
jures the church. The solemn considera­
tion for us all is this,—vyc have no Scripture 
right to gxpcct the church of Christ to be 
better than we ourselves individually con­
tribute to make it. It all the members are 
holy, then will the body be holy. (Cheers.)
Now, sir, here is an object sufficiently 
grand, important, interesting, convincing, 
delightful to engage the united attention 
and prayers, and the efforts of our universal 
Connexion at home and abroad. It re­
quires the assistance ol every man, woman, 
and child. And would to God that w^ 
might enter upon it anew to-day ! (Ap­
plause.) We arc in an extraordinary post-j meut of his own glory, 
lion with respect to our Missionary work.
I confess I have sometimes looked, with a 
degree of anxiety and apprehension, at the 
extent to which it has proceeded aud the 
amount of responsibility incurred,—a re­

sponsibility which devolves upon us at 
every step taken in advance ; and some­
times in my spirit f have sighed, and said 
—“ What are we, Lord, as a people, to 
have been called out and conducted into 
this very important work.” And occasion­
ally, as my friend Mr. I’lumptre said, and 
as all Christians must sometimes feel in 
their history, 1 am driven from every other 
consideration to the mightiness of our Sa­
viour. I listened to the report under the 
influence of those feelings, and was glad to 
see it nakedly and broadly stated, that this 
great society has mainly to depend for its 
support upon the command and promise of 
Christ, while it has sent its agencies into 
every part of the world. As Dr. Candlish 
said, we seem to have taken possession of 
every soil, to have sounded the note among 
every tribe, to have proclaimed the gospel 
as a witness to every people. But how are 
we to sustain this mighty work ? My spi­
rit often cries out, in the way frequently 
described iu the prophecies ol Jeremiah— 
“ the burden of the Lord !” How are we 
to sustain this mighty burden ? It will not 
be a burden, sir, if we regard it as the 
Lord’s burden—as a work which the Lord 
lias given us to do ;—and we must, at all 
times and hazards, regard it as such. AVe 
must to-day look to the Lord for such a 
baptism of his Spirit upon us here, and upon 
our societies everywhere, as shall make ns 
glory in the cross of Christ whatever sacri­
fice it involves. Wc ought to use all the 
influence we can exert, and to make the

jrhmiln Circle.

cause of Christ our own. (Applause.) Sir, 
we have awakened sympathy, not only in 
Great Britain and Ireland, hilt all over the 
world. If we were to be guilty of the folly, 
as well as the sin and danger of withdraw­
ing our hands from the work, think you the 
work would cease ? TLink you not, that 
this honour would be transferred from the 
parent to the children ? Think you not 
that, in our various colonial possessions, 
you hare awakened a feeling and diffused a 
spirit which is as deathless as the Christian­
ity which bungs us together. (Loud ap­
plause ) AVe may, with a cowardice tor 
which no infamy would be loo great,—we 
may, and we can, to some extent, and for a
time, shelter and relieve ourselves from the j in them ; not hi no hut 
responsibility. But, will any man amongst j and putrilying sores 
us wish that to be the case, when lie comes 
to give up his account ? Slum Id we do this 
in reference to eternity, to our own souls, 
and the souls of others ? 1 trow not ; and
I feel rejoiced to day, and my confidence in 
the progress and growing success of tins 
cause is greatly increased, because I fee! 
persuaded that such is the mind of this
great meeting. ( Applause.) 1 almost re- j vour children ? Are 
gret that our esteemed friend, Dr. Duff, has 1 blood ! Have von. i>v

Rcsponsibilily of Parents.
I am a parent. Three girls under ten 

years old call me mother. Oh the respow- 
sibilitv resting on me as such J Here are 
three children, whose souls will ex*i$t for 
eternal ages, committed to my training..— 
My precepts and examples will probably, 
tell on their eternal well-being ; and though 
the care of their welfare here is of import­
ance, it is as a dro"p to the ocean when com­
pared to the training of the immortal mind; 
and O, how much I need that wisdom 
which cometh from God to enable me to 
train them tip in the way they should go, 
that when they are old they will not depart 
from it. Mother, with that smiling infant 
in your arms, reflect ; fi»r that infant Jesns 
died. Can you comprehend eternity ? O 
no. Neither can you tell the worth of the 
soul. A’ou cannot ; but yet the soul of 
your infant is immortal—it will never die. 
O begin with the first dawn of its reason to 
instruct that child. In language suited to 
the understanding of childhood, tell it of 
the evil nature it inherits from Adam ; of 
its utter inability to do anything of itself 
pleasing in the sight of God ; tell it of a 
Saviour crucified ; of the babe in Bethle­
hem ; of the child Jesus subject to his [>»- 
rents ; of the Man of sorrows ; of the cru­
cified, risen Saviour; of Him who is wil­
ling and alile to save to the Uttermost all 
that come unto the Father by him. Often 
remind it that the Lord sees it continually , 
that to him it must give an account for 
the deeds done in the body ; that it has a 
soul which can never, never die, that it 
will exist in heaven—a state of blessedness 
and joy, or in hell—a state of everything 
dreadful, end that forever and ever ; and 
point it to Jesus, the only way to heaven. 
Father, mother, have you sons or daugh­
ters, or both ? Have yon ever plainly .faith­
fully told them the necessity of being re­
conciled to God ; of the humiliating con­
dition of all mankind, ns the Scripturesde­
clare that “ from the crown of the head to 
the sole of the too’, there is no soundness 

wounds, and bruises, 
that all have sinned, 

and all are by nntiue totally unfit for hea­
ven ; and that, unless they repent, and trust 
in Jesus for salvation, they will he lost fi r 
ever ? Do you ever pray with and for your 
children ? Could voit, should one, or oil of 
your children lie suddenly called away bv 
death, s.av, with a clear conscience, von 
have discharged your daily to the souls of 

you clear of their 
precept ami ex.m-

lo flee from the wrath which is to come on 
the finally impenitent, and pointed them to 
Jesus die Saviour, and the only hope, tire 

I)o you morning and

eft the meeting. Who does not honour I pie, not rum, but < oitiniinU)/, warned them 
such a man ? AA'ho does not honour me 
section of the church w hich has such a re­
présentai ive ? (Cheers.) AViiv sir, 1 fell 
it in my heart to have given him A’ôfi, as a 
very feeble expression of mv admiration of 
his character, of my veneration fur the man, 
and of fny estimate of the honour which 
God has put upon the Free Church of .Scot­
land in having Dr. Dull;—now in England, 
but in India when he is at home,—to Gotl­

and family

duct sucii a portion of its missions, ns he so 
ably presides over, and, as the result of his 
sage-like experience, to administer to us 
the advice which he has given us this morn­
ing. (Applause.) I feel persuaded that 
that advice will not be lost. A’lhough Dr. 
Duff is not now here, if Mr. Cowan will 
give inc credit, the society shall not he the 
worse for Ins absence. (Loud applause.)
1 have great pleasure in now submitting to 
the consideraiion of the meeting tiie follow­
ing resolution : —

“That this meeting devoutly recognizes 
the importance and necessity of more fer­
vent and importunate prayer to the Great I 
Head of the Church, that he will vouchsafe j 
the guidance and blessing of tiie Holy Spi­
rit to the Committees and Directors of the 
several Missionary Societies ; and that all 
the difficulties and opposition with which 
his servants in the Mission-field have to 
contend, may be overruled for the'advance- 

ÿ.v.ij, and the rapid exten­
sion of the Redeemer’s Kingdom in the 
world.”

knowledge your 
hearts ; ow n your 
ness to wander from t

only way to heaven ! 
evening, call tour children 
together, and read in their presence from 
the word of God, and w ith them confess 
your sins, ami implore forgiveness , ue- 

mr-rcies with thankful 
weakness, your prune- 

path which leacs 
to life, and nsk for wisdom and strength 
from above; for the Holy Spirit to enlight­
en your minds, to instruct you in wisdom's 
wavs : for grace to help iu time of need ; 
alnl that you may be cleansed from aU ‘-'ïi 
in llie Fountain opened for sir! and unclean- • 
ness; and that you and your children, and 
all for whom you should prav, may be sa­
ved, may become children of God through 
faith in Jesus Christ ? Do you and ail • • i 
your family, that can possibly assemble 
yourselves in the house of God for worship 
on the Lord's day, and by precept and ex­
ample tench them to keep holy the Sjjt'bai(r
(lav i

Do you instruct them by precept and ex­
ample to ko, : irhvt

Christian Missions are.designed to extend the 
blessings uf religion throughout die world.

the truth, saying just 
they mean, til! their meaning, and ut> ;unre, 
in words tint <Jo not convey more than the 
truth, avoiding all extravagant expressions, 
and everything that has the appear­
ance of fa!.-, hood in any way’ Do von 
make a practice of speaking evil of your 
neighbour cither in the presence of your 
children or when' alone ? “Speak not 
evil of one another, brethren; the Judge 
stainieth at the door


