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CHALLENGE TO
CATHOLICS

Denver, Colo.~The
gsecure a court order
have the mother of five children
undergo an operation that would
make it impossible for her to have
any more offspring was intended
as the first movement in a well
planned campaign to foist birth
control and eugenics legislation on
Colorado, is the opinion of the
Very Rev. William P. Barr, C. M,,
D.D., Ph. D., president of the
St. Thomas’ seminary, who was
interviewed by lhv l)\-n\'vr Catholic
Register fgr the N. C. W. C. News
Service.

The public press reported that a
judge had actually given such an
order, leaving it up to the woman
whether she would submit to the
operation or give up the custody of
the five children she now has, but
the judge himself declared later
through The Rocky Mountain News
that he had issued no such ecom-

. Nevertheless, it known
attempts were
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Clyde Cossidente,
Street, a mwmlwx
Lady of Mount Carmel church, is
the Italian wo.nan <'~]h'~‘]ln\l. The
operation, it is said, was suggested
by a medical student, whose pro-
posal was endorsed by certain so-
called social service worker
“official smelling committees,”
Father Barr terms them. Mrs.
Cossidente did not keep her house
as tidy these persons wished ;
she was also poor; therefore,
according Lu their pagan notions,
she ought to.be barred from hav-
ing any more children. This, so
far as can be learned, is the only
charge against her.

The committees that
the most trouble are from Protest-
ant ‘“‘mission agencies,”” which are
constantly invading the Italian dis-
trict, particularly for the purpose
of proselyting. Some of ‘these
workers are quoted by the press as
saying that if Mrs. Cossidente
not submit to the proposed opera-
tion by January 10, her children
are to be taken from her. How-
ever, will find that they are

“gummed t
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not the law-makers of Colorado.

“I do not believe that judge
Graham realized the gravity of the
order he was asked to iasue,”
said Father Barr. ‘It was intended
to use him as a tool in the hands of
official ‘smelling committees,” whose
members are unable or unwilling to
have children themselves and who
are annoyed when they
families. I also think I see
movement the work of a
society which has a world-wide
program for the overthrow of the
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“The mere fact that Mrs. Cossi-
dente has five children shows that
she comes of stock that is not
degenerate. When a woman starts
to tamper with nature, one of the
quickest ways in which this
shows itself in her inability to
heve a large family. 1 have studied
in Italy, hence 1 know the high
ideals of Italian womanhood. The
large e of Italian families is
proof of the purity of the women of
that nation. Large families are
not a menace to a nation, but its
hope. Mrs. Cossidente, far from
being punished for bringing many
children into world, should be
rewarded.
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Some of
history have
of large families. Some our
greatest artists have come from
large families.- Enrico Caruso, who
died only a short ago, was an
example of this in our own day.
He was the nineteenth child of an
Italian mother. Merely suppose
mother had been compelled to
submit to an infamous operation
after she had borne five children.

“A punishment must be
portion to the offense, and
we would hypothetically admit that
Mrs. Cossidente deserved any pun-
ishment, what mnpmhnn is there
between keeping one’s house dirty
and being forbidden to bring
children into the world?
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‘Christianus nnhl nomen est Catholicus vero Cognomen.”

‘“The elub women who have given
interviews regarding the case have
come out openly for birth control
clinies, such as are held In Holland,
and 1u1 eugenics. They allege
certain diseases and poverty as
their reasons. But these are mere
effects ; if they
nation, let them attack the causes.
You ecannot cure evil by evil.
Edueation with religion in it is
what they need. If they
religion to the young, the evils that
come from unchaste living will
vanish and there will be no need of
teaching sex hygiene or the other
sex fads. In regard to poverty, the
way to cure it is not by limiting
the size of the family, but by work-
ing for a more even distribution of
wealth and for living wages. A
working man must earn enough to
support and 1(1\11"'11' a good sgized
far It will » conditions

instead of er to make i
impossible for him to have large
family, for then gougers will say
that his wage an be safely cut
further.
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Santa Fe, New Mexico,
ber 17.—Catholics of New
have appealed to the State
ties to remove from office the
local officials of the town of Roy
and Mora county on charges of
having actively or passively par-
ticipatei in the outrage against

Felix Vachon, O. M.I., who
dragged lhlvulgh the streets
Roy and subjected to the

vilest insults at the hands of
sworn officers of the law. Catho-
liecs who attempted to protest
ageinst this official violence were
warned that they would suffer a
like fate if they persisted.

After holding Father Ve
prisoner for severa! hours,
re 1 on bonds of §
l"l.”{}'l‘ being that he had a part in
the burning of the new high school
building of Roy. Last Sunday the

entered Holy Family
the celebration of

188 an( out two small boys
whom they cquestioned along lines
that indicated a purpose to blacken
Father Vachon’s character.

Although the population of New
Mexico is preponderantly Catholic,
Roy, a small place in Mora County,
a hotbed of anti-Cath bigotry
and a center Masonic influence.
Recently the corne one of a high
school building laid with
Masonic ceremonies. In the course
of the exercises an official of
Masonic lodge delivered an addr
warning all churches against inter-
ference with the Public schools,
over which he assumed for Masonry
a sort of protectorate. On the
cornerstone of the school w
arved the square and compass of
the Masonic emblem.

Father Vachon was outspoken
his condemnation of this
claim to control the Public schools,
which, he pointed out, were built |
and maintained by means of taxa-
tion to which Catholic citizens con-
tributed a large share.
and anti-Catholic
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A week ago the school, which was
nearing completion, was burned.
The bigots at once accused Father
Vachon of the crime, and he was
arrested and paraded through the
streets of the town as a spectacle
for the mob. The officers who had
taken Father Vachon into custody
refused to let any of his parishion-
ers speak with him or approach him.
When one of them appealed to the
justice of the peace, the latter de
clared that it was none of his affair
and that the parishioner might find
vimself being dragged through the

The of the county
similar response when he
to prevent the outrage

against Father Vachon.

Catholics of Roy charge that the

:1\ itely owned tele lx‘mnl-w\"h ange

led to conneet them with the

outside world when they attempted
to communicate with an attorney.
One man had to board a train and
travel to Springer, whence he sent
word of the affair to Santa Fe.
Attorney E. P. Davies, former
State deputy of the Knights
Columl went to Roy and
charge of the case.
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lndlg wation has spread among
the Catholics of the State and they
are determined to use every lawful
means to oust Public officials who
not only refused protection to
Father Vachon but actually bhad
a guilty share in the outrage against
him.

R

CATHOLICS LEAD IN
SOCIAL A( TION

Paris, Dec. ‘.‘,—-“'lhv success of
Catholies in publie life, the prepon-
derance of their influence in the
economic life of a country, would
mean the victory of the spirit of the
past, of the forces of retrogression
.mvl of social reaction.” This isa
declaration which enemies of the
Church mnq'\ml\ are making, and
one of the false ideas which the
socialists, in |!.n!n ular, are trying
hard to spread among the masses
To this unjust contention the
rench Catholics make answer with
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the Catholic Institut
caused an Im]r‘-x':«w amendment to
be adopted for both By
virtue of this amendment a sup ))lv
mentary bonus will be awarded to
all railroad employees whenever
certain conditions making for
greater efficiency are fulfilled. M.
Francois de Ramel then proposed
that half of this supplementary
bonus shoul l Le paid into a cooper-
ative fund h which stock in the
companies would be bought for the
emplovees. In this way the em-
ployees would not be merely on the
pay-roll of the big railroad com-
panies, but through work and thrift
would become stockholders, dire "H_\
interested in the profits and respon-
mnln ‘
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It was also a Catholic deputy, M.
Delachenal, who brought about the
adoption by the Chamber of
motion urging the creation of a
national fund for making
to lar families. The motion was
conceived and put in form at one of
the meetings of the Committee of
1dies of the Social Catholics of

awards

The Parliament now has before it
an important project for organiz-
ing the insurance of working nien
against sickness and disability.
One of the principal authors of this
project was M. Boissard, a Catholic
deputy from Dijon, who frequently
in the past emphasized the necessity
of such a reform before those
attending the Social Weeks.

Several other important bills
have been introduced by Cathol
| in regard to arbitration and concili-
ation in labor conflicts, on unem-
ployment,

ics

ete.

PROGRESSIVE ACTION
GROUPS

Parallel with the
French parliament,
positiveand practical actionthrough-
out the country.

Several groups of ‘‘social
ployers’ have created new “
mentary salary funds’’
model of those advocated by the
two great Catholic industrial men
| at of the Social Weeks a few
years ago: all the employers of a
game district pay into a comn
fund a sum proportionate to
number of people employed by
them, the amount thus collected
serving to increase considerably the
salaries of ~ workmen who have
\'('\l'l’lt' (']]iMlt‘lL

The
ship has been a m
concern to Cat
seventeen district unions of Chris-
tian syndicates have all organized
professional courses for the benefit
of their members. At Puteaux,
near Paris, the members of a Cath-
labor union the initiative
opening professional courses in
metallurgy. In Paris, the women'’s

istian syndicates have estab-
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| Central Union of Agricultural Syn-

dicates, all the directors of which
are social Catholics, has registered
the affiliation of more than one
thousand syndicates during the past
year. It now has 5,000 affiliated
syndicates and a membership of
800,000, It is today the most pow-
erful agricultural organization in
the whole of Europe.

ACHIEVEMENTS OF CHRISTIAN
WORKERS

The labor unions constituting the
French Confederation of Christian
Workers have won several impor
tant successes during the past year:
at the elections of the council of
experts (arbiters in individual con
flicts between employers
plc they won three
in Paris and twent
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Rome, Dee. 15.—~The
Holy Father’s allocutior
cently-held Consistory,
part in the translation

“We feel
Ourselves in i
Venerable B Nf'w 1zh ther
are many cares whic h preoccupy Us,
especially which concern the

lations between the Church and

States.
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clemency, and not only do
Mnxw Him with suppliant
but strive to propitiate
ness of life, as with
our beneficence
who today more
on every side.
““ And, since there is a double
cause of this general disturbance in
the midst of which we live, namely,
the very great number of minds
by error and of hearts
by hatred, we exalt the
goodness of the Saviour, ‘rich in
mercy’ who, !\p((h lly in the course
of this yes has offered to men a
double occasion wonderfully fitted

sidered
in exi
means
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“ We speak of the solemnization
of the seventh Centenary of the
foundation of the Third Order of St.
Francis and of the blessed death of
St. Dominic, since without doubt,
Christian people in the remem-
brance of these great Saints, ought
to feel greatly animated toward the
two celestial virtues of charity end
truth.

“ Splendidly the greatest of Cath-
olic Poets whose seventh Centenary
was celebrated with such honors by
us, accounting in a eulogy
both Patriarchs, sang :

The

single

one was wholly in
ardor,

other by his wisdom shed on
earth a splendor of cherubic

light.’

eraphic

The

‘ So, with the help of God, the
honors perfected with such great
eal and abundance of faith, should
not come to an end in, vain and
transient enthusiasm, but should
revivify in the people thé spirit of
faith and of Christian brotherhood,
truly solid and enduring.

“ But, if we turn especially to
God in order to obtain a prompt and
efficacious remedy to heal
which have laid waste human
| society, we do not pass over or omit

| met at

the evils |

] Cardinal

those means or those remedies which
right reason and experience suggest.
With the help of these means or
remedies, the rulers of people ghould
certainly strive for the common
H,m'li‘ jut, to p!ill'«‘ confidence in
these means without valuing the
help of God, would be thoroughly
culpable.

““ It is because of this that We see
with pleasure the representatives of
many nations gathered in Washing-
ton with the intention of reaching
an agreement on the reduetion of
armament. Not alone do We fer-
vently wish for the happy result of
their undertaking, but, united with
all good men, We supplicate God
that He assist them with His lights,
to the end that not only may the
people be relieved of a burden
always insupportable which is no
small thing—but, what is of greater
import, that the perils of new wars
go far as possible may be removed.
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Like brother,
Cervase the Bishop-Elect of
on is a musical artist of
considerable ability. But wheieas
Gervase Elwe zed in sing
ing, Canon Cary-Elwes is a master
of the 'cello—as a matter of fact he
is credited with being of the
finest ]nl'n!i\"i\ n instru-
ment in England.

Except for a short g
years spent In a
Canon Cary-Elwes

his the late
Elwes,

Northampt

one
that

eriod of three
curacy at Luton,
has spent prac
the whole of his priestly
n the ancien’. cathedral city of
Peterborough, whose fine Cathedral
now in Anglican hands, was once
the abbey church of the H ne tlr
tine monks. It was only i
this year that the Canon celebrate
the sily bilee of his ordinati
to the priestl which took place
in the Cathedral of Northampton in
18086, d e ,ywwhll hi1s
studies \(ul» College n
Rome, an Jirmingham dio-
cesan at Oscott. Canon
ary-Elwes was appointed Rector
of All Souls Church -in Peterbor-
ough in 1910, and in 1912 he was
made a member of the Northamp-
ton Chapter with the title of Cand

nmn.

DIAZ FETED,

GENERAL
1 ME FOR MASS

AKES T1
Dec. Armando
1e commander
of Italy in the last
f War, hero of many
great Dbattl knelt humbly at
Mass in a little Franciscan «"lvm‘«'h
in the ]! 1lian quarter of Boston last
week, to do homage to his Maker
and to honor His Blessed Mother.

It was the Feast of the Immacu-
late Conception of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, It was also the day
of the Italian hero's visit to Boston,

Gen.

Boston, 17
supren

Vittorio Diaz,
of the armies
years of the

where he was almost literally swept |

off his feet
enthusiastic

by .the thousands of
[talian residents who
swarmed around him all through
a day of continuous activity.

Thousands, including Lieut. Gov.
Alvan <T. Fuller, met him as he
stepped from his train at the rail-
road station. He was received by
the Mayor of Boston in the City
Hall, and by Gov. Fox at the State
House.

General Diaz, had Marshal
Foch wee \\x earlier, insisted
that ample time be given in the day
for a call upon His Eminence Car-
dinal O'Connell. corted by a
detail of State Constabulary, the
General went to the Cardinal’s resi-
dence in Brookline. There he was
the entranceway by Rev
Richard J. Haberlin, secretary to
His Eminence, who accompanied the
distinguished visitor to the house.

Cardinal O’Connell was at
door to greet General Diaz.
party, which included the
Governor, remained in the library
for about 20 minut the Cardinal
and General Diaz conversing in
Italian

His Emin
isitor on his

some

Lieut.

es,

snee congratulated his
part in the great War
nnd expressed the pleasure that his
coming to this country had given
to the people of America. The
referred to his own trips
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to Italy, and said that the frequent
vigits to Italy by Americans are
making the people of this country
familiar with the wealth of art and
literature which Italy has to of er
To the religious-minded, he
pointed out, these visits cannot fail
to impress upon them the place that
the Church holds in the werld.
PIONEER ENGLISH CONVERT
l,unnlnn Dec. 9.—~The funeral at
the Cistercian abbey of Mount Saint
Bernard in Leicestershire, of Mr,
Bernard C, M. Phillipps de Lisle,
when the solemn offices of the dead
were chanted by the monks of his-
toric Citeaux, calls to mind one of
the most interesting and romantic
periods in the hist of the Catho-
lie restoration in England. For the
late Mr. De Ligle was the grandson
of that Ambrose Phillipps de Lisle,
me of the pioneer converts
m among tl English
isses, in the days b
and Manning |
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fore
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of the laymen, and ask questions he
would ask if he had the right.

T'he program for the next three
Sunday evenings include the follow-
ing subjects : ‘“Why Confess Your
Sins to a Priest ?”’ ‘‘Is the Bible
the only Rule of Faith” and “‘Is One
Religion as Good as Another ?”’
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‘PROUD TO WORK WITH
CATHOLICS
Washington, D. C., December 17.—
Some such safeguard as that
afforded by the publication of the
banns in the Catholic Church to
prevent ¢hasty marriages which
contribute to the increase of divoree,
is urged by Rev. Canon William S.
Chase, of Brooklyn, chairman of the
board of directors of the Inter-

national Reform Bureau.

Canon Chase stated in Washington
this week that he would work to
have the pending Federal divorce

amended by the addition of a
requirement that applications for
marriage license should be pub
lished during a stated peried prio:
to their issuance, so that parents,
guardians and others interested in
the proposed matrimonial contract
might have an pportunity to
investigate the legal eligibility of
the parties

The bill now
seeks make
divorce uniform
several States.

Canon Chs birth
control, and said that he ** would be
aligned with Catholie
leaders’’ in thelr fight against this
eriminal practice.
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Paris.—The nnlmun]mlil) of the
little town of Viviers, in Ardeche
has recalled the Sisters to the hos-
pital from which they were sent
away at the time of the seculariza-
tion. Several other municipalities,
among others that of Calais, had
already decided, during the last few
to again entrust to the
nuns the care of their hospitals.

Prague.—Msgr. Francis Sramek,
whose position as minister of rail-
ways in the new Czecho-Slovak cab-
inet singularizes him among the
Catholic clergy of Europe, is facing
a difficult task in the rehabilitation
of the railroads of the country.
From a financial viewpoint the min-
istry of railways i f the most
mportant in the government.
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Masses for theatrical f«
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collection and join in the congrega-
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Malachy, on

street, between Sever

Avenues. Rev. Edward F. Leonard,

of the church, has made a

effort to provide for the

ious needs of the thousands of

of the theatres living in the
| of St. Malachy’s, and
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D. Hurley, for
fied with the Ho
in Chicago,
Brother work of th

installed during

of the Superi Court, to

Judge Theodore !1|'< ntano,

for thirty-one years an incumbent of

the bench. Judge Hurley has been

one of the 1\ aders in the movement

for the close censorship of the film,

and a year ago made a fight for a

citv ordinance tightening the cen-

sorship by taking it from the hands

of the police and placing it in the

hands of a citizens’ board of
censors.
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Dec. 12.—St
College of \pt gonish
xpected eventually to receive
000,000 through the will of the
late Neil McNeil, filed for probate
in Suffolk county. In addition to
giving the institution an automobile
two houses, the
will provides that the remainder of
theproperty, personaland real, isleft
in trust to Isaiah R.Clark to be paid
during their lives to sixteen nieces
and nephews. At the death of each
beneficiary her income is to
be paid to St. Xavier’'s College.
When the trust terminates, the
principal with accumulated interest
will be turned uver to the college,
which it is expected will eventually
receive $1,000,000,

Omaha, Neb., Dec.
17.000 students are
ferent Jesuit institutions in the
Missouri province of high school
grade or better, according to figures
here. The re are 5,609
high school students, in fifteen high
schools and twelve «u|| get T'here
are 2,846 commerce ‘nhl finance
students in five schools, 1,538 sociol-
ogy students in two , and
1,384 law students in six schools.
The list of institutions includes
three dental schools, four medical
schools, two engineering schools,
thr extension departments and
one school each of musie, journal-
ism, pharmacy, nursing, commer=-
cial Al\r and foreign trade. Summer
schools and or ecclesiastical

tudents are included in the

list.
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