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to die it was true—but to go with |
her loving hands tending him, and
all their prayers to epeed him on his
far journey A knowledge of the
circumstances was not allowed to
accentuate her grief, for she never
knew he was Tom's assailant.

“It's strange, remarked Mrs,
Naughton to Father O'Connor after
the funeral, “that after all it was his
thought of Frances that brought him
When he saw
he his mind could
hazily on getting it for
his attack I'om’

‘he might have died
! It's abso

how God

back to
the

onl

repentance
pearl said,
center
Only
she shuddered
in the gutter—any place
lutely startling, isn’t it
brings good out of evil ?"

“It is, answered the priest,
thoughtfully. “Truly, His ways are
wonderful and past finding out !”
Helen Moriarty, in the Rosary
Magazine.
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CONFESSIONS IN THE
CATHOLIC CHURCH

| its very nature and

PROTESTANT SECTS WHILE
DECRYING CONFESSIONAL,
ADMIT THAT SOME KIND
OF CONFESSION IS
NECESSARY
By Wilmoth A
Minister, received a Catho

rmer Methodist
¢ in May, 1915,
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In speaking to a
the teaching and practice
Catholic Church, among the
points at which he sure to
offense, there is no one so misunder
gtood and contemptuously spoken of
by him as confession. And
to set forth in clearness and
all that pertains to confession it
would be necessary to treat of the
whole subject of penanc of which
confession is but a part. The sy
f this article will not permit of such
extended
confine

is take

order
detail

in
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treatment ; therefore,
we ourselves

neral and popular exposition of 1t,
keeping the antipathy Pro
testants towards the confes
sional.
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shall to a
in view
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a prefatory remark we
this docérine of the
aith, like some others
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also state, the
Holy Catholic
yt salutary importance and necessity
orously attacked by all
retaining confession 1n
their system of religion. They have
treated it like other doctrines which
are not palatable to the carnal man
viz., cast it out. As if, forsooth, the
ignoring of what God has been
pleased to reveal rendered His law
null and void! They do not like the
idea of the Real Presence in the Holy
Eucharist and the Mass is "a blas
phemous deceit’ which has been
abolished, so we are informed ; again,
they do not fancy the doctrine of
Purgatory_and consequently, “there
is no Purgatory,” but it is only "a
money-making superstition of the
Roman Church. I'hey dislike to
detail their sins to a fellowman, and
hence ‘‘confession to a priest 18 not
necessary. They treat the whole
Christian creed as one who, disliking
the bheroic treatment and Dbitter
medicines prescribed by the physi-
cian, discards whatsoever he pleases
with the result of maladies uncured
wnd the body tending more and more
to disintegration. Such gtate of
mind without the grace of God can
not comprehend what is meant in its
fullest
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Who does not know that in every
Junday morning and evening prayer
gervice of the Episcopal Church,
after the general confession 18 made
by the the minister
gives them absolution Or let any
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though the prayer
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this doctrine has the anthority of the |
Church, the Secriptures, Tradition, |
and Fathers it
plified I from the inception
of Christianity until the present day.
And while to a Catholic the fact that
the Church teaches it is sufficient,
(for he knows how sacred and infal
lible her utterances all |
questions to salvation,)
that faith may be
made to rejoice at the explicitness of
this holy doctrine manifested in
Holy Scriptures, councils, writings of
the IFathers, and constant practice of
the Catholic Church, further
more that those outside her com
munion who think confession to a
priest a horrible thing imposed upon
humanity and a usurpation of power
over the souls and consciences of |
men, may be enlightened and helped,
we wish to call attention to some |
salient facts below. |
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After a soul has been cleansed of
all sin by baptism, if he should again
fall into sin, how ghall such a one be
to a state of grace and
fellowship with God? Baptism from
meaning cannot
be repeated, what then shall he do ?
We may rest assured that Our Blessed
Lord in His divine wisdom did not
fail to provide against such a con-
tingency when He established His
Church.

“When a sinner repents of his sins
from his heart, and acknowledges
his transgressions to God and His
ministers—the dispensers of the
mysteries of Christ—resolving toturn
from his ways, and to bring
forth fruit worthy of penance,” then,
and only t he avail himself
that left by Christ to
absolve penitential sinner
from his which authority, we
believe, to His Apostles
and their successors, the bishops and
priests of His Church, in those words

He said: "As
Me, I also send you.
had said this, He
and He said to
the Holy Ghost

forgive, they
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Here is statement which
has alwa been interpreted by the
Church to mean that to those whom
Christ sent was given by His author
ity the power to forgive and retain
Moreover, too obvious to
need proof that if sins are to be for
given or retained they must first be
made known to that authority having
the power to forgive and retain.
Comfortable to this interpretation
is the practice of St. Paul relative to
the incestuous person mentioned in
11 Cor.,2-6-10, The Corinthian church
having rebuked and condemned the
guilty brother, they are now exhorted
by St. Paul to exercise Christian
charity towards 1d that he
himself had pardoned him “in the
person of Christ, exactly
descriptive of the sacramental power
by all the of t
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fess his transgressions, rather than
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those were hardened who raised up
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of God.
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If thou drawest back from confession,
in thine heart that hell-fire
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; and first imagine to thyself the
greatness the punishment, that
thou mavest not doubt doncerning
the adoption of the remedy. When,
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For wherens in smaller gin ginners do ‘
penitence during a suitable term, and
according to the order of discipline
the im
position of the hands+ of the bishop
and of the clergy receive the right to
communion, now, at unsettled
period the persecution still |
continues, peace not yet to
Hig church re admitted_to Com
munion, and their names are offered,
and penitence not yet confes
sion not yet and the hand not
laid upon them by the bishop and
clergy, the Eucharist is given them,
though it is written ‘Whosoever
ghall eat the bread or drink the
chalice of the Lord unworthily, shall
be guilty of the Body and of the
Blood of the Lord."’ |
in the fourth |
8aYy8 "As every of
thinks its followers are above all |
others, Christians, and its own the
Catholic Church, it is to be known
that that is the true (Catholic Churchy |
wherein is confession and penitence,
which wholesomely heals the wounds |
and sins to which the weakness of |
the flesh is subject.’
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In the same century St. Athanasius
on Ps. xcix:4: "Enter into His
gates with confession. He calls the
Church on earth the gates of the
Lord, in which (Church) we must
make confession, proclaiming our
past transgressions, and must
make known the benefits conferred
upon us. Also, “As man is illumi
nated by the grace of the Holy Spirit
by the priest that baptizes, so also he
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So we find that confession
at any time a
practice imposed upon the Church by

priesteraft other b
dogmas of the Church, if it had not
been of divine institution people of
every clime, age, and tion of
life, would not have submitted to it.
Yet until the th
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significance that the overwhelming
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very day go to confession. In this
like in fundamental
articles of f Church, the
! not can
the at

and
ttem pt

ol e

sects

moreovetr no

some other

aith of the

‘reformers were
never be suc sful

yverthrow

n

the

t1

natural

, though hard to
nie

a resj

otestant
made the depo

it
true

burdens of his paris
said |

but

ing] absolution, 1
the I

indeoe

with the purpose of

1n reply, that this 18

not oblal
answer, alas
rotests

wnt church, having se

herself from her Mother,
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an unbelieving, 8in
cursed world since e has
repudiated the institution of confes
sion founded by our Lord Himself, to
speak the words of authority and
power by which the soul may be
released from the bonds of sin.

Let me quote a passage from that
illustrious and good man Cardinal
Newman who had such a rare gift in
portraying Christian truth and was
such a keen analyst of the emotions
of the human heart. Oa Confession
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many Protestants ignorantly think
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It was left for Dr. George W. Crile,
of Cleveland, a surgeon of genuine
attainment, to relinquish the scalpel
on Easter Day, and prove to a Bap
tist congregation that the soul, if it
exists, is not immortal, If correctly
reported by the press, Dr. Crile did
not state that physical science, as
such, had nothing to do with the
soul's immortality ; a position which
only intelligible but correct.
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