
flVE-MINUTE’B SBMOH. OUR BOYS AND GIRLS. piano, the sons brought forth their in- I dangers of so grave a nature are 
struments and the mother and daugh- found even in the Bible, what should
ters took up their knitting. But the we say of the vast body of so called
music had hardly begun when the knit I “ Religious Literature,” especially in 
ting stopped. The eyes of the per these countries ? We must not forget 
formers were moist and tears coursed that it is produced largely under the 
freely down the cheeks of the women. I influence of a mass of tnisapprehen-
Their guest alone seemed unaffected, sions and prejudices with regard to the
for he could not hear the sweet strains Church of God — misapprehensions and 
that moved them to their utmost being, prejudices which have been accumulât- 
He could only gaza with yearning on ing for over three hundred years, and 
the emotion of his new found friends. I which the best historians are able only 

When the music was ended Beetho- | very gradually to temper or remove.
With regard to the literature of 

music, saying : “ I could not hear you, I Mental Philosophy, I must sum up the 
friends, but I would like to know who I consideration of a very wide subject in 
wrote this piece which has so stirred * very few words. Modern thought is 
your hearts.” It proved to be the largely dominated by German Trans- 
" Allegretto ” from Beethoven’s Sym | ceudentalism, which is especially dis 
phony in A. It was now the 
stranger’s turn to weep.

man life affected by writers of the 
school of Mr. Haggard, do we not dis 
cover a new meaning in an old say
ing : “ The pen is mightier than the
sword ?"— mightier, certainly, as a 
weapon of destruction. Such is that 
popular form of so-called realism 
which exaggerates the play of passion, 
and never hesitates to sacrifice decency 
and morality for the sake of what is 
called “ effect.1' And who can tell the 
lasting evil that this literature must 
cause to the mind of the reader, by 
suggesting images and ideas which, 
once produced, may never be effaced ?

To consider the different varieties of 
reading matter that cannot well be 
classified either as “serious litera 
ture ” or as “light literature ” would 
add too much to an essay that is al 
ready too long. There is, however, 
one class of literature which exercises 
such a widespread influence that it de
mands our special notice. 1 allude to 
Modern Journalism, and 1 need scarce 
ly add that I refer specially to infidel 
and Protestant journals. When we 
consider the ignorance, prejudice and 
hostility of the public mind in these 
countries with regard to ( 'atholic 
Faith ; when we reflect upon the 
strength of the temptation which 
editors must feel to pander to the pas 
sions of their readers ; and when we 
realize how many motives tend to 
warp the judgment and to lead one 
astray in argument, it must be evident
that the public press is a formidable Factory : Georgetown, 
source of danger at once to the faith, 
to the morality, and to the mental 
health of the general readei.

What are the precautions and reme 
dies which a reader must adopt ?

In the first place, it is surely the 
duty of every loyal child of the Church 
to hearken to the voice of warning 
which our spiritual guides sometimes 
are constraint (1 to utter. Whether it 
be by means ot the much abused “ In
dex ", or of the utterances of local 
authority, the true Catholic will always 
be ready to heed the warnings that 
are addressed to him. and to shun all 
Literature which his spiritual pastors 
declare to be evil or dangerous. He 
will not make the mistake ot consider
ing these warnings as violations of his 
liberty. He knows that the Church 
leaves him free in all that is for his 
good, and he does not yearn for the 
undesirable liberty of becoming either 
wicked or foolish.

In the second place, 1 would urge 
upon all to cultivate the habit of exain 
ining and eveu cross examining, what 
they read, comparing it with the stand 
ard of sound sense and of true Faith.
This habit will ensure their being 
always alive to the dangers that may 
lurk in the matter before them As a 
man in anxious doubt about his bodily 
health consults his physician concern
ing some particular form of food or oxer 
cise, so theCatholic whois indoubt about 
what he may safely read, can turn for 
counsel to one who has been made 

sses adequately acquainted with the spirit 
ual and mental constitution of the in
quirer. From such a counsellor a pru 
dent decision may be expected ;one free 
from the disturbing influence of per 
sonal bias, and full of a kindly consider- 
tion. At a lime when the range of avail 
able Literature is so vast, it cannot be 
pleaded that observance ot the rules 
here laid down will ever be felt as a 
hardship. The quantity of reading 
matter is so immense that he who con
fines himself to the very best can 
never find his healthy appetite stinted.

I may appropriately 
the advice of the great St. Basil (De 
Legondis Libris Gentibus 
must not take all things as they come, 
but only such as are profitable. For it 
would indeed be a shame that, while 
in matters of food we reject what is 
hurtful, wo should exercise no discre 
tion in those matters of instruction 
which are the nourishment ot our 
mind.”

Ask your grocer for
Wf^afcThird Sunday In Advent.

Yon Lose the lCulevm and Respect 
of Refined People.

“It is unfortunate that slang 
phrases are so easily slipping into our 
every day conversation, and taking 
apparently so fixed a place in our 
talk,” writes Edward W. Bok iu the 
December Ladies’ Home Jourual.

THE VICE OF SCANDAL.

• • And be confessed, and did not deny."- 
Goepel of the day.

Brethren : It is too bad that Cath
olic laymen do not realize the import
ant mission God has confided to them ....... . » ,, , ...

the workings of His Church among And the worst o it is that so many
1 people are using slang entirely uncon 

scious of the fact that they are doing 
so. If the common usage of slang 
were confined to a particular order of 
girls, it would, perhaps, serve as an 
indicator of character, and pass un
noticed. It would, at least, not touch 
the sensibilities of gentle folk. But it 
is not so confined. Slang is invading 
the very nicest of circles : it is begin 
ning to inlluence the talk of our most 
carelully-rearod girls. And this is 
why the habit should receive closer 
attention. Girls are forgetting that 
slang phrases and refinement are ab 
soiutely foreign to each other. A slang 
phrase may be more expressive than a 
term of polite usage, but it Is never 
Impressive, except to impress un 
favorably. It is high time that 
our girls should realize that they should 
speak the English language in 
their conversation, and not the dialect 
of the race track, nor the lingo of the 
base ball lield. A girl may cause a 
smile by the apt use oi some slang 
phrase. But, inwardly, those who
applaud her place her, at the same 
tune, iu their estimation. No girl 
e/er won an ounce of respect by being 
8 angy. On thecontrary, many a girl, 
unconscious of the cause, has found 

,, , , . , herself gradually slipping out of
V atholic men in our day fail to make, . ct b the faet tbat her
and by their failure bring discredit ^ F e v
upon the religion of Christ, disgrace I ‘ 
upon the ( burch and ruin upon their 
own soul.

You do not realize, brethren, your 
own power to lniiuence others. See 
what advantage you possess. You 
have a faith that is unerring. You 
have a religion that is an infallible 
guide. You have principles founded 
on that faith which will always direct 
you in the right path. You have the 
examples of the heroic lives of the
saints to encourage you, and the ad- i 0|^ p8rlnan professor who lives
vice and counsel of earnest bishops next ,joor fond 0f relating stories— 
and priests to instruct and assist you | 8tor[e8 flavored with bits of life in dear 
Where others are weak you are strong,

For Table and Dairy, Pure, land Beet
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to do, not only for the salvation of I 
their fellow Catholics, but for those 
outside the Church, Is a fact seldom 
considered. Yet this is a truth : Cath | 
olic laymen by their good example, 
owing to the peculiar and daily op
portunities thrown away, can bring 
back to the practice of faith not only 
negligent Catholics, but also many 
honest Protestants whom a priest 
could never reach.

Now, Catholic men, God has given 
you a great and precious gift when He 
blessed you with a divine faith, and 
it is a gift for which you will some day 
have to render an account. It is true 
you are not called upon to go out on 
the streets and proclaim before the 
public the faith that Is in you, to boast 
of your l athollclty ; but you are 
obliged to confess before all men, by 
vour example, by the modesty of your 
conduct, by the purity of your speech, 
by your honesty in business, by your 
charity to the poor, by your respect 
and reverence for God and things holy 
that you belong body and soul to a 
iaith that teaches uprightness of life 
and abhors iniquity. This is the con
fession you are called upon to make, 
and this is the confession which many

veu held out his hand for a sheet of the

iiillte'
,:'£

tinguished by the two following char- 
“ Ah !” he I acteristics—its independence of dogma 

exclaimed, “ I wrote it ! I atn Beetho I and its superiority to common-sente 
ven. Come, let us finish the piece ” I Lest 1 should seem to exaggerate in 
In a moment the strength of his youth | this latter statement, allow me to ob 
seemed to have returned to him. He serve that the system of German phil- 
went to the piano, and far into the I osophy most in vogue is that of Hegel, 
night he played and improvised for the and some of Hegel’s most ardent ad 
delight of his humble admirers. I !mirera frankly confess that eveu the 

It was his last performance. The I fundamental position of his system 
next morning Beethoven was unable I cannot bo formulated without appear 
to rise, and a few days later he passed | iUg a8 manifest absurdities.

hardly necessary to point out that a 
“transcendentalism” which “trails

Our Jewett, with unlvnual keyboard, la 
especially suited tor oleigymeu, voucher* 
amt éditent louai Instttuth ns.

The Hllrkensderter at $T> is neknowledged 
to he t lie best machine made fur i he mom y. 
Write for special prices to clergymen and 
convents.
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peacefully away.

CHATS WITH YOUNG
many dangers, alike to faith, to moral 
ity, and to sound philosophy.

A ( atholic, with his absolute reliance 
on the truthfulness of his creed, has, of 
all men, least reason to fear the truths 
of science. But he may often find 
himself in opposition to the unreasou- 

It will be advisable ( L i to consider the I prejudices of certain scientists, 
different dangers that lurk iu Litera- I 0r to the tone which they adopt 
ture ; (2) to review briefly the various I when touching on matters quite 
classes ot Literature ; and (3) to lay I beyond their province. They may 
down some principles for practical | indulge in the very unscientific prac

tice of “ taking for granted.”
Iu no department of Literature must 

the reader exercise greater caution 
than iu the domain of history, whether 
profane or ecclesiastical. History, 
which ought to be the Oracle of Truth, 
has been too often degraded to be a 
mere handmaid of controversy. Cath
olics have reason to rejoice that the 
tendency of history nowadays is to be
come ever more and more favorable to 
the Church, but the process of improve
ment is yet far from complete, nor is 
the evil work of nearly four centuries 
entirely undone.

Crvvlman Bros. T> pewriter to
19 Adelaide St. East, TORONTO.

J. J. SEITZ, Manager.
'Phono 22ftIAt the recent Glasgow convention of 

the Catholic Young Men s Societies of 
Great Britain, l'rof. Stack read a 
paper of which this Is a summary : 

Dangerous Literature. J. E. tar & Co.
Toronto’s Leading Fashion
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222 QUEEN ST. E.talk was dotted with slang phrases.

Oh, she Is clever,’ said a woman not 
long ago, of a girl who could keep a 
company constautly amused by her 
apt use of slaug. 1 She amuses me 
greatly. But I should not care to in 
vite her to my home nor have my girls 
know her.’ It is a poor popularity for 
a girl, which has as its only basis the 
cap and bells of the jester. The life 
of the jester is never long."

All work guaranteed rtral-rlaHa and up-to 
date. Try us anti you’ll stay with ns. 

Prices High,.

guidance.
And first as to the meaning of the 

phrase “ Dangerous Literature,” I as
sume that it is the wish of those at 
whose behest 1 have undertaken to treat 
my subject that I should take the word 
“Literature” In a very wide sense.
For practical purpose we may 
it to mean “ reading matter " in gen 
eral. With regard to the adjective 
“ dangerous," we know that it implies 
the presence of some special elemeut of 
risk. We also know tbat, as far at 
least as Us direct and moral Influence 
is concerned, Literature can affect
human beings only, and addresses it-, _ , ,
self, not to their bodily constitution, 10 examine the various departments 
but rather to their minds and hearts. of Poetry. Hction and the dral"a "ould 
It will, then, be sufficient for us to require at least a volume. But alter 
confine our attention to the following a“. a8 ‘“J 88 Prtieeat PurP°?° 18 
points 1, dangers to faith ; 2, concerned, whatever may be said of 
dangers to morality; 3, dangers to °f thti8e aPP l™, ,0 »'>■, lu th,« 
man's mental constitution. of to-day irréligion and minorai

I put dangers to faith first because ‘O' absolutely ruu riot. Religion is 
r 1 either ignored or only referred to in

order to have its falsity calmly assumed. 
It is merely used as a foil to set off the
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This lias a larger s ilt- than any book of the kind 
w in the market. It is not a con'roveralal work, 
simply * statement - : < atholli ! u nine. The 
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A Story of Mozart.
os. t "utiey. Catholic Kacoaii

0. LABELLE,
“ Vatarland," bearing good will from 

strengthened with sacramental grace, | 80u[ t0 60U] an(j tenderness of heart as 
with a faith that is divine.

MERCHANT TAILOR'
well, but the story of Mozart and the 

But the great folly with many Cath- llule wooden 8hoe ta a fav„rite, and as 
olic meu is this, that they fancy their interesting, if not as wonderful, s.a the 
only work on earth is to look out for mythical talti 0f Cinderella and the 
themselves, enjoy life to the full, and I gjagg slipper. In the days when Moz- 
then by some miracle of God s mercy I art v ag composer to the Imperial 
scramble into heaven as best they can. I at Vienna there came to the
Let every man take care of himself, paiace a young peasant woman, de
ls a false and heathen maxim, and one ! 8iroU8 0f seeing the great musician, 
unworthy ot a Christian to whom God Mozart instantly remembered her as 
has freely given the faith. I A former servant in his father’s fam-

Besides this, brethren, while there Hy, aud received her with kindness, 
are many who do not confess the faith But the ffrandeur with which she 
openly and honestly, who by their found Mozart surrounded awed aud 
want of uprightness fail to make the frightened her, and it was with much 
influence of their faith allect those timidity she made known the purport 
about them, there is still another class 0f ^er visit, recalling to his mind a 
who may be said to actually deny I promise made by him to a little servant 
their faith. That sounds strange to majd that on her wedding day he 
your Catholic hearts, but, brethren, I WOuld present her with a gift, 
thank God there are few who squarely I gt0ry says that Mozart was
aud openly deny their faith, and such I equally touched and amused by the 
a denial is usually preceded by a total 8implti faith 0f the little servant maid, 
rejection of nearly all the command I aud on learning thut her marriage 
meut8- I to take place at no distant day, bade

But there are many who practically heFj a merry smile, to return to
deny it, many who turn a deaf ear to her home and letch hlm oua of her little 
its moral teaching, many to whom the Wl)oden shoes.
faith is a kind of problem, an hy- She departedt wondering much and 
pothesis, true enough iu theory but not a little disappointed, but, neverlhe- 
too exacting in practice. I hey are |eg8t brought the little woodeu shoe 
the Catholic men who rarely approach | t0 Mozart, 
the sacraments ; they are the Catho
lic men who feel no remorse at missing I jc wati Mozart’s own hand that wrought 
Mass ; they are the < atholic men who j a wonder out of that little wooden shoe, 
make light of religious observances, j With file aud plane the ugly 
The meu who, when they come to I De88 wa8 brought to a smooth, delicate 
gether, aping the manners and the perfectness, so perfect that by a touch 
swagger of the worldly minded, con- I B gave forth a low, melodious hum. 
sider it a smart thing to boast of and Strings were drawn taut across the 
joke about how careless and how in- poii8hed surface, and with many a 
different they are to the practices of light, caressing thrum ho tuned and 
their faith. This is particularly a t0ned, and Jo ! the little wooden shoe 
mean and cowardly fault in some with mejody aud music rang, 
young men who, while believing iu And Mozart gave a great concert 
their hearts, converse and act as if and the vatit hall was not sufficient to 
they did not believe Brethren, your give standing-room to the people who 
faith is too precious a treasure to fce eame to listen to the music of the little 
treated lightly, and the things con wooden shoe. Aud the marriage gift 
nected with it are too sacred not to that Mozart presented to the little 
prize it highly. \our calling as Cath- majd servant was a royal one indeed 
olic laymen demands that you should _the proceeds of the wonderful con- 
first cherish it yourselves and then cert. —Our Young People, 
make its influence felt by others. ----------

372 Richmond Street.
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they are not only the most important in 
themselves, but also the most tar-reach
ing in their consequences. Whatever , , „ ,
tends to destroy or weaken our faith, I astnostic s air of lofty superiority 
tends to the same degree to damage That somewhat inconsistent individual 

moral and intellectual being : aud | delights to blaspheme what he prole 
this too, over and above the hurt which nnt 10 knew. As to morality, it is not, 
we suffer in our soul by the loss of indeed, ignored by our novelists, 
God's most precious gift. The vast but that is because it must be eon- 
body of Modern Literature, uninflu- tiuunlly outraged^ What would the 
enecd as it is by the teachings of Cath writer of fiction do without the three 
olic Christianity, displavs only too prohibitions . Thou «halt not kill , 
clearly various firms of unbelief. Aud “ Thou shalt not steal ; “ Thou shall
this continual presentment of false not comm't adultery J Were these 
views cannot but tend to weaken or eternal laws repealed, the novelist 
destroy the true conception of the would find his occupation gone, 
things ot faith. But let us view our subject a little

V'e now turn to the consideration of closer. The Modern Novel may per 
the dangers to morality. These are haps be said to be of two types — the 
closely connected with the want of Historical Novel and the Hysterical 
faith, and naturally vary iu character Novel. The historical novel is distiu 
according to the varying forms of un guished for its inaccurate presentment 
belief ; but in all alike a certain com- oi historical facts. History is narrated 

element of danger presents itself. I in a manner to suit the views of the 
Owing to the absence of a definite and writer and the prejudices of the public 
authoritative standard of teaching, the This is especially the case with novels 
individual is driven back upon him published in these countries, when the 
self, aud forced to combine in his own authors touch on matters of Catholic 
person the incompatible functions of doctrine and practice, 
advocate aud judge. A comparative- testant writers confess their own sub- 
ly slight acquaintance with Modern jectiou to prejudice. Stevenson says 
Literature suffices to show how then” An Inland Voyage,” p. 212): “I 
reading matter of ouv day reflects this cannot help wondering whether a Pro 
tendency to substitute inclination for testant born and bred is in a lit state to 
moral principle. The average writer understand these signs, " (of Catholic 
or editor betrays an unworthy willing devotion i 11 and to do them the justice 

to ignore or oppose the dictates of they deserve. For those believers are 
reason aud conscience, when they con neither weak nor wicked. . . . I
diet with the corrupt desires of himself see it as plainly as a proposition in 
or his readers. Euclid that my Protestant mind has

We now come to a third danger, missed the point, and that there goes 
whose existence in connection with with these deformities” (see how the 
reading is all too imperfectly realized, evil crops out even in the very act oi 
As in relation to our bodies we must protest,) “ some higher and more reltg- 
carefully avoid certain forms of exor- ions spirit than 1 dream." 
cise, either because they are danger amiable Steveusnn is a comparatively 
ous in themselves, or uusuited to our mild offender ; would that some of his 
particular constitution, so in the exer- brother (and sister ) novelists would 
cise of our reason and emotions we take his remarks to heart ! They 
must bo carefully on our guard against might then, at least, restrain their pro- 

improper application of the powers judice, eveu if they could not entirely 
of our mind and the feelings of our overcome it.
heart. Now, when we consider how As to the second type, the hysterical 
easily passion, prejudice, and self in- novel, its object seems to be to produce 
terest may mislead a writer, we are at any cost some strong, or even coarse, 
forced to "admit the multitude of dang- ■’sensation." This type of fiction 
ers that beset the reader. From au I would seem to be an importation Irnin 
improper exercise of the reason aud France, aud to combine just those ele 
emotions, many acquire dangerous meiits which Dr. Ward described as 
habits of loose reasoning and of false I the components ol a truly french play, 
sentiment, and thus Inflict permanent namely, the height of romance and 
injury upon the powers of mind and sell devotion, as long as it can be com ■ 
heart. biued with breaking a large prnpor-

It is now time to take up a close tion of the ten commandments Let us 
view of the various classes of Litera- | take an instance from our own Liter

ature. There is a certain 11 high 
class " magazine which is supposed to 
circulate freely among the “ cultured" 

111 this classes, and whose very editor is a 
lord. In a recent number there were, 
besides a portion of a serial and some 
miscellaneous articles, three short 

The first ended with a duel, 
in which "two lives were sacrificed. 
The second represented the hero as 
murdering his best friend when he 
could not overtake his enemy, and in 
the third the heroine met her death in 
a new form of suicide. And, of course, 
violations of morality iu the narrower 
sense of vhe word were not forgotten. 
Now, when wo meet with such tragedies 
aud think of the reckless waste uf hu
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Meethoven'* Last Concert.
mo.vixs com.Y,The last days of Beethoven, as ofIt is often a mystery how a cold has 

been “ caught." The fact Is, however I many other men of genius, were 
that when the blood is poor and the clouded and unhappy. For twenty- 
system depressed, one becomes pecull- five years before he died he had been 
ariy liable to diseases. When the deaf-a double calamity for a must- 
appetite or the strength fails, Ayer’s cian, aud toward the end of his life his 
Sarsaparilla should be taken without small savings ware gone and his 
delay. genius remained unappreciated. lu
severe Bronclitti. Yields Promptly to consequence, his temper became irrit- 

Dr. ciiiiHo* Syrup ot Llneced and able and few sought his company.
Turpentine. There was one person, however, whom

and’rurpentin’e for's'smrere aftack^tfi Bron- he dearly loved-a reckless young 
chilis. I got better from the time of taking nephew, who, in his own wild tashiou, 
the first, dose. Having a family of young fully returned his uncle's generous 
children, my doctor’s bills have annually aflf<iction 
come to a considerable sum. 1 believe a 
bottle of Dr. Chase’s Syrup occasionally will 
aid mo in reducing them very materially.

W. K. A LG hit.
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the pages of Christian history. It
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