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hi. view.
movement.We have been favored with the ele

gant souvenir number of the laying of 
the corner stone of the Arts building 
Of the University of Ottawa. Below 
we give the speech delivered by His 
Lordship Juste ce Curran, on behalf of 
the alumni, more especially, because 
O# his treatment of the French lan
guage, question. All the other 
speeches are Gf high ordér, and well 
worthy of careful"perusal. The illus
trations are well executed and the 
souvenir is, In every respect, a little 
gem.

HqU. Mr. Justice Curran spoke as 
follows :

I presume that the honor of re
sponding to this toast on behalf of 
the alumni has been conferred upop 
me, because I may claim, without 
fear of contradiction, to be the oldest 
alumnus connected with Ottawa Uni-

Some years ago there used to be a 
dispute between His Grace and my
self os to which of us was really the 
most ancient, but for the pnslt flew 
years all jealousy has disappeared, 
and in the language of Alphonse, he 
says to me now, “Apres vous mon 
cher Gaston.” (Laughter.)

This is Empire day. It has been 
chosen for our function as an evi
dence of our devotion to the Mother
land. How loyal to the Empire 
ore the students of this University 
past and present, may be gauged by 
tha outburst of enthusiasm that 
greeted the health of His Most Grar 
cious Majesty our King, the illufetri- 

. ous son of Victoria the Vilrtuous. 
(Applause. )

Canada, our home, has been duly 
honored. The glowing picture of 
the early days has been sketched by 
a master hand. Our present and our 
future have been traced; the immense 
possibilities of this happy land, the 
future home of millions, with its 
Ikkes, its rivers, its mountains and 
its limitless plains. We have been 
told that we are truly blessed. Are 
we not tempted to ask “Have we not 
been too highly favored ? Has not 
our lot been too easy for a sturdy 
patriotism ?” A peaceful, bloodless 
evolution by which a community se
cures a liberal constitution and all 
the blessings of liberty, has its 
drawbacks as well as its advantage®. 
When a people have had to fight for 
recognition as one of the world’s 
great factors, the' blood of Its citi
zens flowing in one comingled stream 
•cements the union of hearts and of 
■interests. Those who have fought 
side by side, remembering the strug
gle, rise above differences of race 
and creed and are bound in one com
mon brotherhood.

The British North America Act 
gave us home rule under a govern
ment holding sway from the Atlantic 
to the Pacific yet it will require 
years to Lind together firmly men of 
different sections, eradicate prejudiges 
and make men of different races, lan
guages and creeds feel that under 
the aegis of the constitution there is 
security for all and that in concen
tration of interests there must be 
the overshadowing of mere local or 
race aspirations. (Applause.)

We all felt this when the Right 
Honorable Sir Wilfrid Laurier made 
his delicate allusion a few moments 
ago to the language difficulty, that 
for a moment obscured the bright 
sunshine of this splendid celebration. 
The ohly baptism of blood that this 
country bas ever had was in the 
plucky struggle of a little band of 
French-Canaddan patriots for con
stitutional freedom in 1837-8. (Ap
plause.) There are things we should 
not forget. The great field for 
national unity must of necessity bè 
the school, the college, the Univers 
srity. There our youth will meet and 
learn to appreciate the virtues of 
the different races of which our com
munity is composed; learn to respect 
each other and form friendships that 
resist the vicissitudes of life. We 
must depend upon our educational 
institutions for the development of 
the highest type of patriotism.

Referring to this langu%e question 
English is no doubt the language of 
the majority of Canadians, but 
French is that of a million and a 
half of our compatriots, our breth
ren in the development of o|ur com
mon country. (Applâudfe.)

The boundless generosity of our 
Protestant fellow citizens hne es
tablished McGill and Toronto sis 
English Universities; the French-Ca
naddan clergy with their truly heroic 
devotion have given us Laval, a 
French institution. Would it not be 
possible, even desirable, that here on 
the banka of the Ottawa, the boun
dary line between Ontario and Que
bec, the seat of our dominion Gov
ernment, the great political and so
cial centre, we should have a- dual

language University, the 
home of the youth ol both «ectlons 
of our people? (Applnuee.)

Only a few yenre ago our 
Minister, speaking at a reunion of 
the alumni of his Alma Mater, the 
College of 1/Assumption, advised 
young men pursuing their studies 
there, to learn English. In the 
same spirit 1 say to my young friends 
here * Perfect yourselves in French” ; 
it is not only the language of Bos
suet and Fenelon. of Boileau, Cor
neille and Racine, and Moliere, but 
it is that of Laf out aline and Papi
neau, of Cremazie, Frechette and 
G a moan, and a host of others whoso 
talents have given literary and poli
tical feme to Canada. (Applause.)

French is equally with English the 
official language here. It is spoken 
not only in the Legislature at Quebec 
but its sweet accents are heard in 
elegant and eloquent strains in the 
Senate and House of Commons of 
our Dominion. Learn French for 
your own solos, for your own inter
ests; it will help you at home, it <s a 
passport to polite circles the wçrld 
over. (Applause.)

Here we stand by the ruins of our 
old1 Alma Mater. When the news 
was flashed across the continent that 
in twenty minutes the results of fifty 
years of incessant toil had been 
swept away, words could not ex
press the anguish of thousands of 
devoted hearts. In the midst of 
disaster stood the statue of Father 
Tabret, unscathed by the flames. 
There it stands to-day. It is sym
bolical of the future; his spirit was 
with us when the University was 
first started, first obtained its char
ter from Church and State; that 
spirit is with us to-day, and he 
stands there on his pedestal to be a 
source of inspiration to each and 
every one of us. (Applhuse.)

No one who has passed through 
this institution can forget his grand 
soul, his noble heart, his generous 
disposition, his mighty patriotism, 
and the lessons he tried to inspire in 
the minds «and hearts of each and 
every one of us to be true to our 
God and our country.

Shall his name end his fatherly 
kindness be ever forgotten ? No. For 
the sake of what we owe him, if for 
nothing else, the old students must 
make one grand rally. The alumni 
of Ottawa are scattered over the 
whole continent of America. They 
une in every city and in every town 
they are not only ip the Dominion 
of Canada, but they are in the neigh
boring republic. Now it depends 
upon them, wherever my voice may 
reach, that in each and every centre 
there may be someone who will show 
his devotion to his Alma Mater by 
putting himself at the head of a 
committee so as to secure the moans 
to enable the Oblat Fathers to once 
more achieve the proud ixtsirion they 
held in the educational institutions of 
our country before the, disastrous fire 
of last December.

In a number of a well knows Eng
lish magazine there is an article on 
the subject of “Priest and Prophet." 
While the writer's main object seems 
to be to define the respective roles 
of the prophet and of the priest jun- 
der the old Mosaic dispensation a 
phase of his article which we do 
not intepd touching—at the same 
time he seeks to trace, in the his
tory of Christianity, exactly similar 
missions given by Christ to the pro
phets and priests of the new dispen
sation. Needless to. say that herein 
he oversteps the mark and presents 
an altogether erroneous conception of 
Christianity—more especially when 
dealing with the Oaitholic Church. 
He claime Christ, Himself, as the 
great prophet of the Christian reli
gion, and contends that He Imparted 
that power, in a limited degree, to 
His immediate apoetiee; and finally, 
that He withdrew it entirely from 
men, leaving the priesthood to per
form the subsequent functions. He 
then argues that the priesthood went 
on rightly enough until such time as 
it began, to usurp too many preroga
tives, when, in the form of the Re- 
formatian, Christ sent a new pro
phetic spirit to “revive true religion” 
and to "open again the direct way 
between the soul and God.”

At a glance any Caftholic can per
ceive how false Is this position. -With
out squandering space on the analy
sis of his absurd contentions in re
gard to our Lord and the establish
ment of His Church, we need only 
remark that if the Reformation pro
duced any prophets at all, they have 
been proven, by the experience of 
four centuries, to have been false pro
phets.

Let us all join hands and united 
we will be crowned with success, 
Once more (he buildinigs will proudly 
r,aisc their spires heavenwards and 
the servants of Mari' Immaculate the 
noble order of Oblats, will be enabl
ed to carry on their work of form
ing good and loyal citizens that will 
be a credit to this Dominion, or 
any country which claims their al
legiance.

GERMAN CATHOLIC CONGRESS
They are trying in Ratisbon to 

solve the question of finding a hail 
large enough to contain the gather
ing which will assemble there on the 
occasion of the fifty-first general Con
gress .of the Catholics, says a Euro
pean exchange. The matter is 0ne 
of some difficulty, for it is deemed 
necessary to provide a structure 
roomy enough for an audience of at 
least 6000 people. Ratisbon is one 
of the oldest and most interesting 
cities in Germany, and it is pretty 
certain thç,t not only will Catholics 
come to the Congress from all parts 
of the Fatherland, but that many 
Catholics of other countries on holi
days bent will stray thither in time 
for the proceedings. About two- 
thirds of the inhabitants are Catho
lics, and the place is rich in Qatholic 
monuments. Amongst the most re
markable buildings are the old Epia- 
copal Palace, the Gothic Cathedral, 
restored in 1864, one or the finest 
in Germany, within the precincts of 
which are two older Cathedrals, one 
now called the Baptistery, doting 
from the tenth century, the other, 
in the form of a Basilica, dating 
from Roman times; the Scotch Bene
dictine Church of St. .Tomes, the 
vast Abbey of St. Emmeran, which 

(now forms the palace of the Prince 
of Thurn and Taxis, and the churches 
of the ancient Abbeys of Niodermuen- 
ster and Obermueneter. In all, the 
churches, and chapels, with the Car 
thedral, number twenty-eight.

Rarely have we ever met with a 
better illustration of the erraticnese 
to which man falls victim, when de
pending solely on his own judgment 
and ignoring entirely the grand cen- 
trail and infallible authority of 
Christ’s Vicar upon earth. The con
tradictions of the writer of the maga
zine article should have been appar
ent to himself. We can understand 
how he might have written them 
down without perceiving their gro- 
tesqueness; but we fail to see how he 
could have revised the proof sheets of 
hour, allowed such striking incon
gruities to escape his trained obser- 
h.is article, and, in a calm, collected 
vation. We will deal with a couple 
of them.

of the last hundred year» h 
beyond all gainsay that the Catholic 
Church not only is far from being 

“incongruity beside modern cul
ture.” but that ahe ha» led In every 
branch of culture, invention scienti
fic discovery, literature, art, music, 
and all that goes to constitute 
high intellectual seal set upon 
Lrow of the expiring century. The 
sneer at Ireland, Spain and Italy 
eimply’meanfl a shaft fired a* Catho
lic races. He finds that Catholicity 
'fits the needs of the half-educated 

peasantry.” Decidedly it does; it 
also fitted the needs—when all the 
varieties of “reformed” creeds failed 
to supply the want—of the N^wmanH, 
the Mannings, the Brownso-ne, the 
Stones, the Adame, the De Costas 
and thousands of others, ranging 
from tile first down to the last named 
of eminent converts—whose education 
not even the writer under rervleW will 
dare to challenge.

Having fired this shaft from his 
quiver of. prejudice, he coolly says . 
“Surely, if the opiniw held in the 
Catholic Church be true—that Christ, 
its head, is prophet), priest and king 
—then we can understand how that. 
In His Kingdom, He holds the priest
hood and prophetship in control, us
ing each, rejecting neither.” So 
Christ “holds the priesthood,” amd 
does not reject it. Such is the wri
ter's assertion. How then did the 
Reformation. —which rejected the 
priesthood, even while Christ retains 
it—confer on man a “no!) 1er, more 
enthusiastic, truer and purer reli
gion ?” There is evidently a “screw 
loose” some place, and we have very 
strong suspicions that it is the reli
gious controversial screw In the 
mechanism of the brain of the au
thor of the magazine article.
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FINANCIAL PROBLEMS OF 
MEDICAL PROFESSION

He says : “Never was religion1 
nobler, more enthusiastic, truer, 
purer, than after the Reformation.” 
This is a very broad statement, and 
the number of his adjectives i 
to denote a great anxiety to assert, 
in some general way, something good 
about Protestantism. We, therefore, 
have before us, according to this 
writer, a picture of “reformed" Chris
tianity—Which means Protestantism 
—as being “nobler, nore enthusiastic, 
truer and purer” than any form of 
Christianity pre-existing. We should 
consequently have an exalted (nobler) 
a steadfast (enthusiastic),, a united 
(truer), and a disciplined (purer) 
Christianity, such as tneretofore hu
manity had never known. This is 
what we should expect Protestant
ism, or the post-reformation religion 
to be—according to the writer in 
question.

Now, having thus pictured his ideal 
religion, he proceeds, in the next 
paragraph, in thie way: “But the pro
phet office did not suffice, and the 
hundreds at sects of Christendom, 
splitting up.and ever splitting farther 
and slipping into a down grade of 
belief, are evidence to the neceesity 
of the discipling, conservative action 
inherent in the priesthood.” . And 
he adds : “Protestantism loses great
ly in having cast away the priest
hood.’’’ This needs no comment. 
According to his own reasoning and 
his own words, that “ndbler,” or 
exalted religion, after the Reformat
ai on, is found “slipping into a down
grade of belief” ; his “more enthusi
astic*' and steadfast religion is di
vided into “hundreds of sects” ; his 
“truer” religion to “splitting up and 
ever splitting farther” ; his purer re
ligion is in need of “the discipling ac
tion inherent in the priesthood.” 
Therefore, according to his view, the 
Reformation produced an era of pro
phets who supplanted the priesthood, 
and he says that “Protestantism 
loses greatly in having cast away 
the priesthood”—wherefore we con
clude that the prophets 0f the Refor
mation must have been false pro
phets against whose lies the Apostle 
St. Paul warned the early Christians.

An American daily newspaper says:
The employment of doctors at 

contract prices raqgifig from $2 to 
$5 per head per year, is, according 
to American Medicine, one of the 
growing evils of the profession, and 
its editors cadis upon. M» subscribers 
to organize and crush the practice. 
“In one State in the South the ne
groes have been organizing into so
cieties, and they then put up the 
job at auction, the local physicians 
bidding against each other for it. 
Such a method of conducting med&cal 
practice will in the long ru», of 
course, defeat its own end*, because 
only the most wretched medical know 
ledge and skill can be obtained in 
that way. But the 'run* will neces
sarily be a very long run, and it is 
expensive to both the commuaity and 
the profession.”

Abuses there may be in the con
tract system; but does that invali
date it as a whole ? Far be it to 
hint that the editor's concern for 
the health of the community may not 
be so insistent <a3 his concern for the 
fees of the procession. We may say, 
however,, that a priori—and that is 
the only method of judgment now 
available—the departure has phases 
that commend it.

Under the present scheme hygienic 
and medical assistance are regarded 
as needful only in acute emergencies, 
whereas nothing is clearer than that 
they# are subjects of constant import, 
and especially hygiene. The law may 
well .be regarded ae a resort for emer
gencies, but surely health is a matter 
of daily concern and should not be 
paid for at emergency prices. J1 
lawyers are retained by contract’, why 
not doctors ? The physician who 
works by annual contract will find 
it to his interest to obviate the ne
cessity of emergency curing by means 
of consistent prevention, giving the 
proverbial ounce instead of the pound 
It is said to be the custom in China, 
which only the thoughtless laugh at* 
to pay physicians during the health 
of the subject, suspending payment 
during illness. We are not prepared 
to say that this is the beet’ and the 
only method; but it has advantages. 

:For ourselves, at least in our present 
state of enlightenment, the beet 
course seems to be to extend the 
contract idea into the highest ranks 
of the profession. We can only see 
in it more health, less medicine and 
less surgery.

Then dealing directly with 
Catholic Church he proceeds 
an Incongruity now beside modern

/.the
“It is

which gives me great pleasure, end 
it is this—that instead of getting 
cold in the cause and careless about 
it, you show greater energy on every 
successive occasion. That is the best 
proof we have that the movement for 
the revival of the ^Irieh language arid 
for the revival of our grand old 
music and our games, as well as for 
the study of our history., is not a 
passing thing, is not a spurt, but. 
tihat it has come to stay.

In the beginning the Gaelic move
ment was taken up most warmly. 
There were a great- many prophets q1 
evil In the first days of the move
ment who, whilst they acknowledged 
that it was taken up very warmly at 
the Same time said, “Just let those 
Irish people alone; it is a mere spurt, 
they will soon get, tired and let it 
drop.” I think these prophesies have 
long since been falsified. The move
ment for the study of the Irish lan
guage Mid Irish history, the revival 
of Irish games, and the establishment 
of Irish music is going forward and 
will continue, please God, to . go 
forward.

And there is qne thing in connec
tion with it that is most consogng 
and most pleasing., and that is that 
it ie reviving the spirit of nationali
ty In Ireland, the spirit of nationali
ty that is not confined to one class 
of politicians or to any particular 
sect, but the spirit that .has for its 
object the welfare of the whole coun
try, and as lontg as Irishmen join 
unitedly in a movement of this kind 
for the welfare of the country they 
are always sure of success. Union 
is strength;1 mi ion secures success, and 
I think we may say it with pride 
this* we have a complete unfon of 
the people in favor of the Gaelic 
movement. Hence, my dear friends, 
it is a great pleasure for me to-come 
here to-day, and to be present at 
this Feis here In Newry.

I know, like those that have pre
ceded it, it will be a great success, 
and Will give a fresh stimulus to the 
study of the language, the study of 
our history, and to the promotioti of 
all those other objects which the Gae
lic movement has been established to 
promote. It is to be hoped that, as 
the movement goes on. it will go on 
until it spreads over every part of 
Ireland, and finds amongst the people 
in every part of the country numer
ous adherents, not merely a few here 
and there, but the great bulk of the 
people. I trust they will band1 them
selves together arid unSte for the pro
motion of this truly national and 
patriotic movement—the revival ol 
our language and our hjjptory.

primary education. But it will 
succeed. Neither the local hod,» 
whoee expenses ere too high already 
the teachers n„r the clergy >in hard 
it. Replying to a resolution 
MuUinger District Cottrell „r 
against the proposed change 
Bishop of Meath has writ'ten 
ous letter, in

the

the 
a vigor, 

which, after pointing
out that the efflclency of oUr primary 
schools and their very existence are 
due to the priests of Ireland, he anyK 
"As long es I live I shall defend to 
tha last shred of parochial property 
the schools of this diocese against 
any encroachment on tiheir former 
rights." Messrs. Starkle and Com- 
pony have greatly underestimated 
the magnitude of the task of secular
izing primary education in Ireland.

MOTES FROM QUEBEC,
CBy Our Ow* Oorrsapoadwt)

FROM FAR AWAY AFRICA. - 
Rev, Father Higgins, a native of 

Ireland, who has spent five years as 
a missionary in Africa, is at present 
in the city, and on Sunday preached 
in St. Patrick's Church at Grand 
Maes, when he graphically described 
the difficulties to be encountered in 
that far distant land in spreading 
the Gospel, the customs of the peo
ple, amd the many and great privar 
tious the missionaries had to endura 
In conclusion he appealed to his hear
ers for their prayers and financial as
sistance to aid In carrying on the 
noble work of evangelization among 
the pagans of Africa, where an im
mense field was awaiting the harvest
er. A most generous response was 
made to the appeal.

MUTILATED COIN.—A ’ great deal 
of annoyance is caused citizens by the 
circulation of “plugged” coins, with 
which the city seems to t>e delugedu 
Shopkeepers and others have become 
wry exacting <n this respect, and a 
coin bearing the least mark is re- 
turned as worthless. Perhaps our 
merchants tire too exacting, but this 
doès not alteir the fact that (a great 
deal of inconvenience is caused, and 
something should be done to remedy 
the evil. Is not the mutilation ol 
co-in punishable by law ?

A NOTABLE DEMONSTRATION. 
—In referring to the recent religious 
demonstrations on the most famous 
of the Mayo mountains, bleak, 
and stony Croagh Patrick, the Irish 
News, Belfast, says it was a remark
able one. The celebration of Mass 
upon the summit of the hallowed 
mount sanctified by the vigils, pray
ers amd fasts of the Naitiootal Apostle 
was in its conception a noble Idea. 
The ceremonies partook of the chru- 
racter of a ^pilgrimage, at which many 
districts outside of the Western pro
vinces were represented. The Arch- 
bidhop, who had given his permission 
for the celebration of Mass on the 
top of the mountain, addressed those 
present and chai’açterazed the ceremo
nies as an act of faitih in the good
ness and mercy of God as well ae an 
act of homage offered to our Nation
al Apostle. , Irish Catholics every
where will give their practical sym
pathy to the suggestion of Hip Grace 
that on the summit of that storied 
mountain there should be erected/at 
least a small chapel suited to the 
celebration of the Divine mysteries.

PILGRIMAGE/—The Zouaves of 
Three Rivers and Quebec to the num
ber 6f about 200 went to St. Anne 
de Bejaupre on Sunday, and were ac
companied by a large number of 
friends. The Three Rivers Zouaves 
were met at the station by the Que
bec contingent arid together they pro
ceeded to the shrine, the former being 
accompanied by their chaplain. They 
returned to town in the afternoon, 
when a banquet was held in the Nor
mal School. The local corps accom
panied the visitors to the station 
when they left for home in the eve
ning-.

DIFFICULTY AT AN END. - The 
difficulty between the Levis Electric 
Railway and the Power Company, 
which has existed for some time past 
has been submitted to arbitration, 
and it is said an agreement has heed 
reached which will insure the con
tinuous running of the cars for at 
least five years, a contract to this 
effect having been signed by 
parties.

both

LAVAL MONUMENT—The late* 
published list of contributors to the 
Laval monument shows that nearly 
$18,000 has been received, nearly all 
of which was given by the clergy and 
religious Institutions.

DEATH RATE,

THE EDUCATION xQUESTION,- 
The Dublin correeponnent of tbi 
Liverpool Catholic Times says y

It is daily becoming more apparent

FOR THE NORTH POLE. - The 
steamer Arctic is now almost ready 
to start on her voyage In search of 
the North Pole. Foodkand clothing 
of different kinds ore being placed o» 
board. It ie not definitely 
known when the Arctic will sail, but

Betwen the ages of 40 and 50—the 
very prime of life—there are 6246 
deaths among abstainers, while there 
are 10 861 deaths among the moder
ate drinkers.

that a deep plot to being hatched, the it is thought September 15th will

oibiect of which <» to alter the entire 
system of primary education in Ire
land. With a view to cutting down 
expenses the Commissioners are do
ing their utmost to compel clerical

be the date decided on. Two copper 
bottom boats are. being placed °* 
board. The Antic will Birr)’ arre* 
of *0 men, who will wear a unüon» ! 
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