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SKEPTEMBER O, 1901

An Open Letter.

To the Hon. Sydney Fisher
Dominion Minister of Agriculture

Sir No man having at heart the well-heing

of live-stock husbandry, upon which the perma
nent success of Canadian agriculture depends, can

view without grave apprehension the continuance

of what has been Sty lexd the Tuberculin-test
rusade The magnitude of the interest mvolved
the injury already inflicted and the menace

vhich overshadows thi luture of cattle-breeding
yperations in consequence of, the application of
t.hi o-called test under and' bv virtue of VOul
wuthority justify me in addressing you publicly
through the periodical specially concerned for the
iterests jeopardized

Permit meoe L the outset to pay a just tribute
to the wvigor which 1} marked” vour administra
on of the Portfolio of Agriculture, and to the
enclicent result aceruing from such measures
the removal of a wvexatious ninety-day quaran

tine preventing the disposal Lo American feeders

who desired them of our urplus feeding cattle
nd giving . ou tock-fecders freedom of access to
1 aavantageou raw material required in thei
coperations, and also to the strict attention given
to the marketing of  our agricultural products
broad Dealing with Ll enlivhtened wndd pro
¢ peopl it ha been found wise and
tatesmanlike to remove hindrances and facili
ite advancement In it application the tuber
ilin  test ha unfortunately had exactly the
pposite effect While with one hand you have
cmoved burden you have on the other per
tted progre to b wrrested by hindering the
iportation and spread of the breeding animals
mperativi required if our live-stock trade is
er to make the improvement and progress ol
hich it obviously stands in need

It would seem nceedless to adduce or reiterate

howing the unreliability and futility

tuberculin testing I'he experiments of the

loyal Agricultural Society of England, showing

17-64 per cent of errozr discredited the test as
not ufliciently trustworthy to accomplish the
purposes desired, aud there it has certainly lost
oround 'he Dublin experiment showed a similar
vte of error, condemning the innocent and lett Nng
1 the gwilty [ have before me particulars of

testing of a notable dairv herd on the ground

publif weal through the knowledge to be
od Some that failed to react were slaugh
tered and were found to have tubercules in their
Lerm Wil a number that did react were
found to be perfectly ound Animals passing
( Lest n England have been condemned on
wehinge  the Argentine or Canada Is it not a
{ hat under test cattle have been.condemned
111 hecer 1Imn quarantine and on being
tested again were pronounced free from
bereculo ) | it not | y true that late last
1 i1 mportation for Canada all passed the
ficial {1 1 7¢‘ Britaia but, importuned by Cana
flic the distinguished owner, thinking
( ! count i ervid allowed them to
re-tested About ne third of them jere col
ned In a few months under re-test, did not
imal p without a reaction ? A
f beautiful heifer evidently in the pink of
Ll purchased in England for Canada, were
ted “““ condemned in two months they were
g | other ollicer ind all passed 'welve
! were tested Al mporter by a British
rial 1l i reacted 11 five weel
reiected at first all passed,” and those that
d the first test were condemned Another
| hat lot, tested nd several gave a re
‘ | . month 1116 the condemned
! | 11¢ 1t 'st pa cd, reacted- at
‘ nd Lest L1 Vou Lppeal Irom experi
et | that L1 fleshy inimal
Ll L how a rise in temperature
ction of tuberculin than leaner one
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unworthy of confidence, and that its value s a
preventive against the importation or weeding
out of any diseased animals, or the propagation
of sound stock, is actually nil

Canada and the States enjov a discreditable
pre-<eminence in this business Britain, which has
produced more and better pure-bred stock than

any other countries put together, has, fortu
nately, not been led astray with this inoculation
fad The solid good sense of the Britisher has
saved him from being overridden by a veterinary
caucus. "T'o the credit of the Inglish veterina-

rian, he has shown no marked disposition to ap
prove the test or make its use compulsory, noi
have any of them attempted to hold thie Govern
ment in leading-strings And I am glad to say
that not a few of the more thoughtful men of the
profession in North America have not been car
riecd away in the delusive and costly pursuit of
an agnis fatuus which has landed breeders, people

and governments in a quagmire, and accomplish
ed no good whatever

[t has been frequently charged that the tuber
culin. test is responsible for many cases of abor
tron in pregnant animals, in consequence of the
influence whichs the lymph has upon the tissues
1 observe hy

n oflicial report of the Canadian
Quarantine Department, that breeders were warn
ed, in studving the test to see that only ““areli
able tuberculin be used and Prof.. Nocard, of
I'rance, has issued a warning against the use of
tuberculin as a diagnostic of tuberculosis in man
owing to the danger that it may start the mis
chief afresh in a portion  of the lunge that Wis
healing In view ofethese possible dangers, would
it not have been a proper and prudent course to
have set afoot scientific inquiry into these serious
questions  before  embarking on an =unknown
course, which, as we now know, has resulted in
confusion, unecertainty, and loss ?

Again, this policy is anti-Canadian Leading
American breeders desire aceess to the herds of
Canadians, and prefer to trust their own experi
ence and  knowledge of good healthy animals
rather than trust the vagaries of inoculation
with an unknown fluid But they are prevented
from doing so and trade igs destroyed Within
their own borders the test is not allowed to em
barrass them
Department.  is

Hence the Canadian Veterinary
simply made a tool of Since
Canada was the first to impose the test, leading
to its adoption by the United States, you, sir,
should be the first to remove it

The result of the investigations by Dr. Robert
Koch, admittedly the highest living authority on
the subject in the world to-day—the man who
invented tuberculin

though he was not respon
sible foz the test

system-—is that human and
bovine tuberculosis are distinet diseases. and not

intercommunicable and that the precautions
against infected cattle may at once and for all
be abandoned No one could reasonably believe

that the people dving annually from consumption
i Canada contracted it from our cattle. which

are healthy An animal wasting and dying of
tuberculosis is the rarest of occurrences, and the
same 18 true of British herds But for the un

tounded fear of disease 1o man, the tuberculin
crusade had no-real strength, and was not needed
tor the caltle themselves but yvour Chief Veter
mary Officer appears to be laboring under the
hallucination that the breeders of this country
who have demonstrated thei superior capacity
and skill in every arena on the continent, are
either dishonest 01

lacking in  suflicient knowl

edge to conduct theéir own busines: I'hey cross
the Atlantic select, at a cost &f thousands of
dollars, the best bred, most robust constitutioned
ind good conditioned animals to be found for the
mprovement of our tock, but our Official Tuber
culin Censor put
black list ralises

about one third of them on the
doubts a to thei

oundness

and cast a tain on the reputation of the herds
Need we wonder if the Dritish stockman receives
colvly VOoulr application to raise the embargo
wgainst the admission of Canadian feeding cattle ?

In conclusion, wherein has it been shown that

either humanity or the animal themselves have
benefited by the sSystem instituted by and to
which your Chief Veterinary Oflicer has clung

vith such deathlike but misguided tenacity 2 Had

heen ome lawver oi physician whom the exi
gencies of politic had made Minister «f Agricul
Lur I would have been 1« urprised at the
course of event but from an enlightened farmer
ind a tockman 1.0 boot as I am a ured wvou
LI better thing were expected | hawvi Never
eard or read of a breeder who dot not welcorme
ny reasonabl¢ proposition whereby t hi hewnlth
nd conditi of stock may be improved, but 1
n amazerl at their long forbearanc with the
test vstem and the injury it is doir them, and
tlso under the broken pro: ( f assured relief
February last Other considerations aside. 1he
political instinct tatesman would natu
ral 1 s 1} roprict Of f ra Yo ]
and tl ead 1 f the coun
) | { f ay ! rather tx«
leer 11 o] * ¢ e y
I vl ( I and whos
tior [ ventu: hop still be ac
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Milk Test at Brandon.

The Canadian Holstein Association offered a
special prize of $25 for a milking competition under
similar conditions as in vears nprevious. To
this another $25 was added by the Agricultural
Society. The competition was in charge of W. A.
Wilson, Dairy Superintendent of Assiniboia, and
he has furnised us the following detailed report :
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A Winter Creamery for Assiniboia.

It ha been  decided to operate the Qu \p
elle creamery during the coming winten Cream
will be received from

[M;fyuyw

f ofher cream

Cri along the line. who will deliver it at the
railwas tation In can Lo b upplied by the
Department I'he Department will also pay thoe
cxXpre chargi so that the patro: of  outside
creameries will be on the same footing a those
of Qu \|.[nih

I'he Department can afford to do th because
thi LV il In cost ol manutacture through the
nereased output will compensate for the expensi
I bringing in the cream

I'he patron of the wariou creamerie within

weh ol Qu'Appelle will be enabled to show how
i Thie are prepared fto upport winter waorl it
then OWIL  Creamaeris by thi oxtont b 1t he
patTonage during the coming wintos

An All-round Success.

| neially the Winnipeg Industrial was a
the receipt from all source totaling
ver S50 000 The amount of mone paid out an
rizes will ageregate about $16.000. There ,were
{ 7,000 more people P o throueh the turn
than last . prott good evidenct

CrOoOwWIing impaort e of *thi Industy . | i1
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