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CONTENTS OF AUGUST NUMBER. we farmers have a right to travel at 
lie concession or side line along any i our 
farms, without having our lives endan­
gered.

If these railroad companies cause loss 
of life or loss of property to any farmer 
that duly prosecutes his business in a 
commonly cautious manner, they should 
be compelled to pay for every such loss or 
accident that is occasioned by their lack 
of giving proper notice. We have passed 
numerous dangerous places on various 
lines.

Some lines have useless painted signs 
put up, such as “ Railway Crossing,”
‘ Beware of the Train,” and have a bell 
attached to the engine. These may be 
useful in some places, and perhaps be 
sufficient where trains can be seen at a 
distance and the weather is fine, but even 
then, in case of some of our severe storms, 
are totally inadequate.

Why, hundreds of families have had to 
mourn the loss of husband, wife or child 
through lack of protection that we farm­
ers have a right to demand. We believe 
nothing short of a gate at every bridge 
and every crossing, with a person to open 
and shut it at all times, will be a safe pro-' 
tection to farmers. In the city of Mon­
treal two large gates are hung at each 
crossing, so as to shut across the railroad 
track when pedestrians and teams are al­
lowed to cross, and shut across the com­
mon highway when the trains are allowed 
to pass.

Storms prevent the seeing or hearing of 
trains even in good open countries.

If we cannot by writing awaken enough 
care on the part of the railway directors 
to cause a proper protection to be placed at 
this bridge, we farmers must unite and 
break up the railway power that is en­
chaining us. If this one bridge is made 
safe for farmers to drive over at any time 
in their usual way, then you may hope to 
have all other crossings made safe. The 
safest way is by having a gate ; guards wc 
have often noticed quite inefficient, some­
times not at the points where they ought 
to be.

When railroads ruu parallel with the 
common highway and so near as to endan­
ger loss of life by horses taking fright, the 
railroad company should be compelled to 
erect such a fence as to obstruct the view 
from the horses.
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mb- into the manure pit ; by so doing you will 
make the peats of all farming and gardening 
help to enrich the soil they would nave im­
poverished.

From our memoranda we give one instance 
of the rapid growth of the season

July 12.—Afternoon—pulled the last of 
my early pease. Same evening took off the 
vines, and dug the plot where they had 
grown. Late that evening, after eight o’­
clock, sowed it with Stone turnips. Tuesday' 
morning, July 15.—A promise of a good 
crop of turnips from the seed sown last Sat­
urday evening. In two days from being 
sown they have grown from seed to lie 
healthy plants, apparently without the fail­
ure of a grain of seed.

Prepare the soil for another year.
Plough up your stubble ground as soon as 

you can after removing your crop. The best 
method is to give it a shallow ploughing now 
as early as possible, and in the fall plough 
deep. Tne first shallow ploughing xml 
cause all the seeds of weeds to germinate.at 
once ; the late, deep ploughing will expose 
the soil to the influence of tne frost and 
snow. By pursuing this method you xrill 
have the land enriched and freed from weeds 
for the spring cro|>s.

Increase the fertility of the soil by plough­
ing down green crops. Ip many instances 
you can add greatly to the fertility of the 
soil by sowing a crop in the autumn, and 
ploughing it under when about preparing for 
root crops. Clover, when ploughed under, 
enriches the soil more than any other crop ; 
its hroatl leaves absorb a largo quantity of 
plant food from the atmosphere, and its long 
tap-roots draw largsly from the mineral re­
sources of the subsoil. All these nutritive 
stores are deposited in the ground by plough­
ing the crop down. Buckwheat is also used' 
profitably for the same purpose. Winter rye, 
though not considered so fertilizing as clover, 
has peculiar advantages as an enriching crop. 
Sown in the fall, it grows on through the 
winter and early spring, till you find it neces­
sary to plough it under in May or June, pre­
paring for the succeeding crop. By this 
means you will have three crops in the two 
years—one of them used entirely for enrich­
ing the soil for the crop following it. We 
speak not merely from theory, but from ex­
perience.

Last fall, after removing a crop of potatoes 
from a plot of ground, and wishing to have a 
potatoe crop the ensuing year from the same 
ground, we sowed it under winter rye. The 
third week of May we had the plot planted 
with potatoes, using scarcely any manure but 
the growing rye turned under, and the pota­
toes now growing give promise of an excel­
lent crop. The rye at the time was about 
two feet high, and was turned down on the 
p<itato seeds laid in the drills. It not only 
gave the needed fertility to the soil, but 
served also to keep it free and mellow by pre­
venting the pressure of the earth into a hard 
mass.
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If you don’t look carefully after the bits of 

your horse, you may one day be looking after 
the bits of your wagon.
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