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" A City Lad’s Delusion

By Mrs. J. G. Eastman,
(From the Nebraska Farmer.)

1] 0 he won't.” Elmer's heart was
N light, for his Billie chum had
proven true. “I'm going back
home with you and tell your father
how it happened. It wasn't any sin to
use it; I used Harry Jenning's brace
and bit one day when he wasn't in
school and just because it didn't break
doesn't make it any different.”

After telling Mr. Linsey he wanted
to go over to Fred's on an errand, and
making many significant gestures to
let his mystified cousin know it was
something important, the boys set off.

Mr. French, upon hearing their com-
bined story, was inclined to punish
Fred severely, but finally at Elmer's
insistencg agreed not to. However, he
insisted on his son’s paying for the
broken square. Miss Davis, also, was
brought round by Elmer who again de-
clared it wasn't any worse to break
a tool borrowed without leave than
eiraply to use it. Then, too, Fred felt
80 badly about it, she wisely let Elmer
have his way.

When Elmer started home from the
French farm it was nearly noon and
his stomach, a boy's neverfailing
timepiece, told him it was very near
dinner-time, but he took time to run
over to Billie's long enough to let him
know everything was well with them
once more. Billie was in the pig pen
raking cobs to burn when Elmer stole
up and gave the secret call. He
brightened visibly,

“Hello, Elmer!” he called; “how are
you? I wasn't looking for you over.”

“l can’t stay but a moment; I've
been over to Fred French's and I've
got to be home for dinner, but ‘I
thought I'd remind you it's new moon
Tuesday an’ we want to be looking
for it

As Elmer reached home Jean came
rushing to meet him fairly bursting
with news.

“0O Fimer, Joe’s home! He jdst
came; aren't you glad?”

Flmer assured her he was glad, very
glad; he was too happy over Billie's
unbroken friendship to be otherwise.
But why should Jean be so rejoiced
over the return of a servant? To his
eity trained mind, an employee was
only a servant and never an equal
He soon found he must Rlter his view,
for Joe Blake and Mr. Linsey sat in
the cozy sitting room chatting away
while Baby Jack clambered all over
the new comer and searched his
pockets for “tandy.” Dorothy and
Jean both called Elmer to admire the
sashes Joe had brought them. Dor-
othy's was blue, and Jean's was pink

“This is my cousin, Elmer Wade”
sald John as the boy entered the
room. Joe rose and shook hands with
hi “I guess I owe you a vote of
thanks for holding my job down,” he
remarked pleasantly, “and a reward
besides,” handing Elmer a small box.

Opening it, the wondering Elmer be-
held a knife. It was not an ordinary
one, either, but one containing blades
for every purpose and % fork besides.
“Why, it's a boy scout’s knife!” he
cried. “Just exactly what I wanted,
but you don’t mean it for me?"

“Yes, for you. Not knowing you, I
wasn't sure what you'd like, but I was

pretty sure anyone would like a knife

like that, even if you had one just
like it.”

From that moment Elmer ceased to
regaftd Joe Blake as a servant, but in-
@ead he was in the class of friendship
next to Billie Lane who stood next to
Cousin John, who was first of all. He
wasn't sure where to place Cousin
Deth, for to him she was above and
apart from everyone else,

CHAPTER V.
War's Shadow.

One evening some weeks later, El-
mer found 3 letter waiting for h'm.
It was from his i .wiier. It was now
the middle of April and farm work
wae getting under good headway. Joe
was preparing the ground for plant.
ing corn and Elmer had been helpiug
his cousin shell the selected seed
after he came from school. In the
letter was @ bill not for $10, as his
mother had promised, but for $5, and
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Elmer reflected that that was about
4s near as she usually kept her
promises. As he looked at It he
thought of the day and conversation
when she had promised to send him
this money. How far away that time
ne;l‘ned and how different seemed his

When he remembered how he had
hated the thought of going to a farm
and how he had fought against it he
seemed another person from his pres-
ent self, for now he was heart and
mind deep in the delights of farm
work. Had she given him the §5
that day he would have squandered it
with idle companions; now he couldn't

think how to use it and was still
ering when Cousin Beth gave a
cheery call for “Supper!"”
“Well, Joe,” sald Cousin John when
they were all seated, “I see that our
country has really declared war upon

Germany. I'm not surprised.  Still
it hardly seems poesible.”
“Well,” sald Joe slowly, “that means

‘g0’ for me sooner or later.”

“Oh no, Joe!" Mrs, Linsey protest-
ed; “the government will not want the
farmers to fight; every one will be
needed to produce food. No doubt
that will be our part in war to pro-
duce food | he other countries and
not to take an actual part in battle”

“No,” Joe answered, “I've been ex-
pecting this; 1 heard lots of talk
around the mill and I read consider-
able evenings, and I've done some
thinking. No matter what they say
now, the working men on farms and
in factories will be the ones.to carry
on the war-the ones like me as sol-
diers, and those like Mr. Linsey will
be called on for money to finance it

“l guess you are right,”
assented Mr. Linsey. “The
government is all right and
Cermany needs a good les-
son, but the men who are
glad to-day because the war
is declared won't do much
to really win it. That rests
with the farmers who will
say little and be accused of
lack of patriotism.”

The talk went on, but that
much had decided Blmer as
to what to do with his
money it Cousin Beth ap-
proved.

A little more than a week
later when the last day of
school arrived at Windy
Hill, Miss TIavis found a
rather bulky jackage on her
desk. Visitcrs, the plenic
dinner and the program had  dog
80 filled her attention that
she falled to notice it until
she called school

“Why, what's this!” she
exclaimed, picking up the
package and reading the inscription:
“This is'to give Windy Hill a chance
to show its patriotism.” Still wonder-
ing, she opened the package and
shook out to view a large, beautitul
flag. The delighted children clappad
their hands and one small girl cried
out, “Oh, good¥* Miss Davis, did you
get it for us?

“No indeed! T never saw it before,”
and' looking back at the inscription,
she added, “This is Elmer's writing,
fem't Jt?

A glance at the blushing Elmer con-
firmed her suspiclons. Thus cornered,
Elmer blurted out, “I didn't mean for
you to guess.”

Cousin Elizabeth who had arrived
early with the plenic basket saved
the day by explaining: “Since Elmer Is
found out, T wiil explain that on the
day war was declared he received
some money and wished to use it in
this way to have Windy Hill's pat-
riotlsm made known to the world,
for he heard Miss Davis say every
;chool should have and display a

farm of

“Instead of giving Elmer a vote of
thanks,” Miss Davis replied, “I want
him to stand here and hold one side
of this flag with me while we all g
‘America’ Everyone stand now and
please sing as loudly and patriotically
as you can!”

Cousin John and Joe Blake came
over in the automobile In time for
the dinner and to participate in the
ball game afterwards and as they
spun homeward in the early spring
evening, Elmer reflected that he had
never had such a happy day.

CHAPTER VI
Real Farming.

The following Monday Elmer fol-
lowed Joe to the barn. It was a beau-
tiful May morniug; birds were twit-
tering and singing as they do only
in spring. The late apple trees were
in full bloom and all together the
fresh green world' was as beautiful
es poseible. Mr. Linsey had taken
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the car and gone to the couny
on business, so Elmer look.| i,
for orders.

“What do you want me to (o tod
Joe? Cousin John went «o carl |
didn’t think to ask him."

“Well,” sald Joe, “you car
Nell and Bob and harrow »
patch and then you'll have |t Teady
sow to alfalfa.”

“Gee! Can I have the teaw and jyy
row the field myself, without yoq o
ing along?”

“You eure can. I'm planting |
these days,” and Joe threw (h,
ness across the back of frou)y ,
ried Bonnie Kate. “And iy |
prepared you can run the )
Go ahead and see if you can hyy,
up alone.” |

Bursting with pride and iy,
Elmer went at this complic i
bept on getting every rap o
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work in the ple field, so ™
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the registration June
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I know I'm physioy
all right, 80 I'm pretly py
tain to go."

“Oh, Joe! You're golygy
be a soldier! 1o you wy

got”
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| the &
is In and the small gy
harvested and in showing you how yy

can take my place here. You're pg
fourteen now. I wasn't but fig
when I came here and 1 was dolygy

man's share. Things wasn't 50 hay
either as they are now.”

Elmer drew himself up to hiy
helght and answered sol y T
what I can, Joe, and stay right g
the job until you get hack" Ty
with a sudden revulsion of feley
he cried, “But you may never wm
back! Joe, did you think about thy®

“If T don't you'll have (o step cha
into my. shoes; with a good u
standing of machinery you can
dle it. Maybe Mr. Linscy will gy
tractor to help out, too.”

'Well, I'll stay," promised En
“till I'm elghteen; then | am p
to follow you if the war lsn't ow

“I hope #t will all be over bl
that, but if it isn't, come on. | myg
mot be there to greet you excepl i

spirit, but you'll think of me ju
the same.”
They shook hands on tlelr agme
ment.
CHAPTER V11
Summer Days
Elmer's promise to Joe was new
out of his mind, even though olhes
things sometimes crowdc it lnto &
dark corner for a while. At first W)

was much lke the colle prof

who after laboring an hour calld
upon & workman for help, sayhg
“Can you not render mo some asbh
ance? I've harnessed (his o
three times, sir, and every time M

hames came to the tall, sir" H
ever, each day found Flmer u
proficlent and more surc of his
When he first went to the fleld

with the team he was frizhtoned
to death at the very iden
course, no one knew It
last of June he was cultlvating
sturdy young corn with
thought of fear becausc 1o one
mear by to call upon If tilngs
wrong

(To be continued )
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