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include .1 ~n|»i»ly ofagiiiiM i1'"ibV r<-i'.iii v ■ 1 til' 
re-cr\i‘ pump- in v.i v of iviilviit-"

Tin' Controller- -a\ ' ! il too deemed sUlticient

FIRE UNDERWRITERS AND MONTREAL 
CONTROLLERS.

Council to be A.kcd to Ocrr-rldr Controllrro R"fu>*l 
to Inetitatc tnvritlKiltlols into Witter Drtmrt- 
inrnt—Stntrmrnt of Controller».

\- announced exclusively in I UK (. imnx'tvt.i. of 
Nut ember tin- Montreal City Controllers have 

1 all v veil their previous decision not to rccoinmeml 
the cxpvrt investigation into tlie administration of the 
Montreal City Water-\\"ork< Dejiarlment a-ked for 
lit tin Canadian hire l nderwritors Association, the 
Montreal lloard of Trade, aril the Montreal hraneh 
,f the Canadian Manufaelnrers' Association, 

under-taiul that the Vnderwriters have now 
1 the Citv Council direct, a-king them to over ride 

the deei-ion of the Controllers and to sanction the 
ciH|iiiry a-ked for. It will he remembered that a 
month ago the Aldermen showed themselves to lie 
in favor of the pri'pisci^ enquiry, sending hack the 
lir-t rveonunendation of the Controllers against an 

with the advice that an enquiry should he

only to inquire into the cause of the accident and 
î,7icrc ii.vif /'K. la tii,- -, -ranii’’iliti,'s tlirri'fi’r.'
This is rv/nit lui< Iwn ilnir b the Water IVpart- 
ment."
Nowhere in particular 
interested to hear the detail-.

The Controllers -at that two new pumps 
1 _>.000.000 gallons each, for which tenders are now 
being called, 'hall lie installed next -timiuev If they 

-o installed, the job will lie accompli-hed much 
more quickly than similar jolis have been accom­
plished before. Wltat guarantee hate the citizens 
that the pumps will he installed in the ti ne stated?

The Ci ml rollers" apparent opinion that all i- for 
the best in the hc-t of all |»i"ili1c w rid -” in connec­
tion with tile Cut'- water supply i-. in fact, Iinpclc—ly 
at variance with the opinion 
majority of citizens. The citizens' profound 
dissatisfaction has liven ellcvlively voiced by three 
representative Imdic- and it i- to lie hoped that the 
Council will in tin- vac override the Controllers 
and start the investigation. If the administration of 
the water department i- really admirable, well and 
good.
and thi- public will he satisfied, 
not likvU to lie satisfied with anything le-- than an

Where have the 1 v-poii-iliihtiv- been placed.'
If not, the public would he

of

W e tri

1

at the ItlijeCt of the
enquiry 
rici amnended.

The Controllers seek to justify their action in 
again refusing the enquiry in a lengthy communie.1 

which has I,ecu sent to the Canadian Vire ITtdcrtu ni
writer-' \—oviation. the text of which we subjoin.
The Controller- can hardly he surprised if tho-e con 
vented find their explanation anything but a satisfv- 

Thv document i- largely concerned with

The investigators will report their linding'.
Hut the public i-

mg one.
the aqueduct extensions now being carried on. and 
to thi- extent "beg- the question."' for from the 
out-ct of the discussion of thi- matter, following the

expert investigation.

TEXT OF THE STATEMENT.
Tin- Mlaleiin lit Kent In tin- rimaillnii Klre fini' rwrllcra' 

Asmt ialInn Is ak follow»»:
•'I. Tin* tlt-nutml of hiwHt Inal ion «outulnn no ■MM-clth- 

complaint, ami lion ft re thin vs «mill l- ol to an 11 nil m i t 
lnvvHtlgatlon, which wonM cortalnl.x bring alunit a con 
hi«i* ralilv illHttirlMtme in the working of tin o.partm at. 
which at the pr* sent time nt|iiir«a all ti e ear t.m atten­
tion of Ith imployna in carrying out their «lulled.

"2. The Itouril <>f roinmlHsion. r* have a ?tati ment in 
hand, of which they tan gi\«* eoplen to an> intereHtoil 
parties Tills statement or tahhau shows in ehroiiologleal 
order all the important demands made by tin- engineers 
In charge of the Water Works since lvnl. and the results 
obtained from such demands

"An examination of this statement or tableau will show 
clearly that, not only wire tie1 engineers not neglectful 
in providing lor the wants of the depart no at as tlo-y eamo 
up, luit they also always provided against the possible re 
qnireim nts. The same statement or tableau shows, also, in 
the same manner, that prop* r provisions were made by the 
engineers tor requisite minests as to pumps ami boilers

Tin: Nr xv Aqi nn « i
\s concerns the mpiedmt properl) speaking, the 

same statement will also show the zeal ami eoiupet.my 
of tin- engineers, for, on the fait January. I1W4. the super­
intendent made Ids first report, falling attention to tin* 
necessity of studying the enlargement of th« acim-ilii 
with It hail bn nine insulfh lent

“In March. the lirst npproprl.ilIon of $2.nun was
voted by tin- council to engage the nee«ssar> leehnlc.il 
assistants to help the department engineers it. He slulx 
of the project, and the works for carrying out tills o » 

eonmieiicetl |n Ocioltcr, I'.m7, that h«*liig 'h. 
date «if beginning of the work of eonstrm lion of tt •• 
lateral conduit

"No time was lost after the completion of this lateral 
conduit to begin the works of enlargement of tin aqueduct, 
which were started ill SeptellllH-r. Ino'i

I'oint Si. Charles lire mi November 3. the l inlet 
writer-, the linaril of Traile atul the M'>utreal liraiieh 
• if the Catiailiau Maiiufaeturer-' Association have 
been concerned primarily with the general administra 
linn .f the waterworks department ami tint with the 
question of the aqueiluct. XYliat they have wanted 
and what they -till want, i- to get at the underlying 

T the recent water famine in Montreal, andcau-cs i
of the extraordinary series of accident- to pumps 
and mains which have taken place thi- year; to find 
"tit. if it i- 1 possible to find out, who nr what was 
rv'|«'ii-ihle therefor, and to discover if there i' any 
reasonable guarantee that lliv-c accidents will not 
recur with monotonous regularity for an indefinite
period.

The Controllers demur to an investigation on the 
ground that it would "certainly bring about a con­
siderable disturbance in the working of the depart 
ment." Was there ever so feeble an cxvu-e it i-
apparentlv intended seriou-ly for not taking action?

The Controllers say that the engineers "always 
provided against the pos-ihle requirements, 
note this statement with pleasure, hut how it it that 
when nue pump broke down, there vva- a water famine 
for -vveral week-?

We grunnm \u iv

Doesn't constant provision
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