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FIRE UNDERWRITERS AND MONTREAL
CONTROLLERS.

Council to be Asked to Over-ride Controllers’ Refusal
to Institute Investigation into Water Depart-
ment—Statement of Controllers.

\« ammotmneed exclusively in Tie CiroNieni of
the Montreal City Controlles
aftired their previous decision not to re

November 22, have

mmend

¢ expert investigation into the administration of the
Vontreal City Water-Works Department asked for
nthe Canadian Fire Underwriters” Assoctation, the

Vontreal Board of Trade, and the Montreal hranch

A the Canadian Manufacturers” Association. W
anderstand that the Underwriters have now appealed
o the City Couneil direct, asking them to over ride
the decision of the Controllers and to sanction the
enaguiry asked for. 10 will be remembered that a
onth ago the Aldermen showed themselves to b
in favor of the proposed enquiry, sending back the
first recommendation of the Controllers agamst an

enquiry with the advice that an enquiry <hould e

recommended,
1

I'he Controllers seek to justify their action

again refusing the enquiry in a lengthy communica

tion which has been sent to the Canadian Fire Under

writer \<coctation, the text of which we subjoin
e Controllers can hardly be surprised if those con
cerned find their explanation anything but a satisiy
mg one ' .Ew..'n*mv\l is largely concerned with
the aoueduct extensions now heing carried  on, and
to this extent “hegs the question,”  for from  the
atset of the discussion of this matter, following the

Novemt U nder

writers, the Board of Trade and the Montreal branch

L the

Charles fire on

Pomt St

o the Canadian Manufacturers’ Association  have

heen concerned primarily with the general administra
i the water-works department and not with the

What they have wanted

ton
question of the aqueduct.
and what they still want, is to get at the underlying
causcs of the recent water famine in Montreal, and
of th
and mains which have taken place this year; to find

extraordinary series of accidents to pump

at, 11 it is possible to find out, who or what was
responsible therefor, and to discover if there is any
that
with monotonons regularity  for an

reasonable  guarantee these accidents will not

recu mdetinite
period

The Controllers demur to an investigation on the
ground that it would “certainly bring about a con
siderable disturbance in the working of the depart
Was
apparently intended serionsly
that

ment,” there ever so feehle an excuse it 1s
for not taking action?
the engineers “alwavs

We

note this statement with pleasure, but how it it that

The Controllers  say

provided against the  possible  requirements.”

when one pump broke down, there was a water famine

for several weeks?  Doesn’t  constant  provision
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against possible  require vents include a supply of
reserve pumps in case of acidents
I'he Controll say Ul deemed  suthicient
miv to maguire mto o th wee of the accident ond
:\‘l'l.' * N \,I ‘ to pla ! od s 'y Mlit Y {y‘,'"' ‘for 4
This is twchat has been o wothe Water Depart
ment.”  \Where have the resp lities heen placed:
Nowhere in particula If not, the public would he
interested to hear the deta
The Controlle nthat tao new  pumps of
12000000 gallons cach, for win tenders are now
being called, shall he mstalled nest sammer If they
e oo H”l:'. the 10h wall wd ‘ll\l-]‘
more quicklv than <imbar w hive been accom
h<hed hefore What guarantee Ly ! izen
that the pumps will be installed tated
I'he Controllers” apparent opinon tha Al ds for
the best in the hest of all possible wor I CONNe
on with the City Wwald ";-'," 1s, 1 I I

at variance with the opinon

majority - of etz I'e  citizens”  profound
hissatisfaction 1= been  effectively voreed by three
representative bodie nd it tor he hoped that the
Counctl will in this case over-ride the Controller

and start the mvestigation [ the administration of
the water departin callv admirable, well and
good.  The mvestigntors will report therr hindings,
and the public will | i Bt the public i

not likely to he satistied with anvthing L than an

expert mvestigation

TEXT OF THE STATEMENT.

The statement sent to the Canadisn Fire Underwritors’
Aseociation is as follows

“1. The demand of investication contains no speciti
complaint, and therefore this would foad to an unlimited
invest tion, which would cortainly  bring about a con

working of the
il o1l car

thedr duties

icpartent
1loatten

siderable disturbance in the
which at the present time reguires
tion of its cmployees in earrying out

“2 The Board of Commissioners have a statcment in
hand, of which they can give copies to any  interested
parties.  This statement or tabloan shows in chronological

order all the important demands naede by the engineers
in charge of the Water Works sinee 1904, and the
obtained from such demands

“An oxatination of this statement or tablean will show
clearly that, not only were the engineers not negleetful
in providing for the wants of the department as they cane
up, but they also always provided against the possible re
quirements. The same statement or tableau shows, also, in

resuits

the same manner, that proper provisions were made by the
engineers for requisite requests as to putnps and botlers
Tue New AQuinted

“9. As concerns the agueduct properiy  speaking,  the
same statement will also show the zeal and competeney
of the engineers, for, on the Hth January, 1004, the supor
intendent made his first report, calling attention to the
necessity of studying the enlargement of the agquednt,
which had become insuthcient

“In March, 1905, the first appropriation of W wa
voted by the council to enguaee the technieal
assistants to help the department engineers in the stud
of the project, and the works for carrying out this or
Bramiue we commenced in October, 1907, that belng the
date of beginning of the work of construction  of tl
lateral conduit

“No time was lost after the completion of this lateral
conduit to begin the works of enlargement of the agueduct,
which were started in September, |
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