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The Worship ¢f a Baptist Chnrch

- Worship, e wee pt b, st be gonume,

By AL Liscons Mook, DL D. sine. e ffe of the worshiper will deter-

e e mire the choaacter of  worship, Praise  und
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ot somie cthier way the candles

ceitdneive v for onr American Chris-

© supremuey over the temporal,

C*Fhe best of allis God is with us;"

wirdom of God lights wp the nnderstanting,
-muosylwru shodd pervade the

Every chintel has its atmosphere
disi un~1w~ it from every other church.
ack Dos it own indivi O i spinitual
it onother is w  recemtly preachied ina
with spiritnality that upon
entering the puipat the intffoerce was clectrical,
nylilt inwn g, cestatie A spititual atmos-
A amd teacts npon proacher and andience,
nudit ng the mini:ter to his hest e¢forts and
and patting the congregation into a plastic and
formative state, the condition best adapted to
reccive Doty and helpfal nupressions,

In such an atiesplicre every sonl will be con-
scious of & gracious aplitt, and can say:

A spiritual
senetuary,
whic:

1 bent hefors Thy graziouns throwe
Aned askd for gesee on sappliant koee,
And peace was given—nor peace alope,
But faith sublimed to ecstacy.

As Baptists we do nat profess to be a wealthy
ard faehiionable people, but we doclaim to be a
spiritud people: we profess to give the Uns en
preponcicnatice ovet the visible, the  spiritnal
The conyicgation
whiose worship posscases the essentials wil realize
that there is in the san tvary a Pre ence, unseen

but roal, omaiscent, paading every hoart, kuow-
my overy destie, cognizant of every need: a
Ire ence that s alblovig, and anxions to help

ort and save and saoctidy every soul; a
Proscnee that is Gl poweriul, aud able to do for
men ll that His asinite wisdow a-d eternal love
prongds

“'We may not see our Master's face,
We may uot bear His voice;

Al yer we know that He is here;
We feel 41, and yepoice,

Thore is mosic in oar sonls
Set to no mortal

There's a Prosence ta onr hearts;
We krow that it as He!”

Rejoicing in the conscions presence of Christ,
the worshiper can exclaim with John Wesley :
and with his

Ritted brother Charles:

L
\!urllqt‘l’ !

Thow, O Christ, art all 1 want;
More than all in Thee T find.”*

The ideal worship of a Baptist church is simple,
v, spontaneons, sincere, spiritual—a wor-
ship so pure, so true, so heavenly, so divine,
“that it only necds the rending of the veil, the
removal of a few limitations, the ab ence of a few
nezations, and the adddion of the one element of
perpeinity 1o make it altugetier Gt for the upper
wnd eternal sanctuary,"’

New York Cidy.

© Dear Editor:

In your issue of Oct. 8th, you print Dr. Me-
Arthur's article on Improved Services—and you

iuvite us to say i your columns what we think
cof it

) Is Col wa ful dav for onr churches,
uth prote e, ‘ L thing of mere torm and
oney of the we hoardis far trom God. The

oilt npon the heart, Mere lip !
ted to God's  Gepvice o ulli True worslnp must he
worship e suchi pacloss outeries?  heart wan aswork,  Wor.
I~ z 1 s oastde, to sivg lestact of man,  "Wor.
with th l mxi-n.- al o, e of huinan jo sihilites,
and to sing w o o ¢ st buosimoere; that s,
doryired wovn ticy s tm \\mn they tear 1t soceern,” without wax --bike the clear, wans-

pa

‘o Ar ath need beonere th fonpreseed

ity there can be no troe wore

nn..(’ semeganion than that God s 1 ghip pirtt and they that wors ip
in il With swe the patviarchs ip Him i osprot ane in trath,”
preoact st aed reveren thy bowad ! solemnity, spontancity  and
down and wors R. e proopred the | rwineh b plead are wil essential. but
pralinst to st oS, i Thy hetse, " onty o a means to an end. They form the
O Lord Jorever nu ' weenne of approach o the holy temple of wors
How great the honor, that a mortad s per- Pt ¢ by a genuine spirtuality the
mitted to come into th e ol Him whom " worhiper enters into the very holy of holics and
angels and arch ar gl to worship, and  fiuds the merey seat, and the Shekinali burning
bow with anrestran confidence  betore the  ther
dicad Fovaeign of the Universe! Winle in- Trus spititual worship edestializes the face,
vited to come boldly to the throne of grace, this " The divinity within shapes the divinity without
boldness wust not degencrate inta irriverence. ' Phe migitiest chiemical ageney in the world is
With holy fear the woirsh per minst touch the  divine w wshiip The worship of Cod gives 2
golden sceptre which the Kig b dds forth, say-  shining face, a luminions personality | an externat
mg: CGive me a heart to love anl dread The beatification.  Fust, the worshipful heart, then
Spontainity —In a forwal  liturgical service  the shising face.,  The culture of beauty would

this important element is almost, if not altogether,
tacking. Wherever forms of expression  aud
prayers framed by other men in other ages are

begin in the sanctuary.  There s no cosmetie,

no periume, no appliance which will adoin the

countenance with such radiance as breaks over
‘ .

{

{are prayer,

¢ follow,

I approach the matter with reluctance; for a
wise proverhsays, **You cannot touch pitch with-
ot being detiled," and this article of Dr. Me-
Arthur's is a regular tar barrel,

The Doctor begins by confounding an erder of
s:rvices with a form of worship.  This confusion
is continued throughout, thus making his article
wontain, for the size of it, av amazing amount of
noisense,

The ordinary services in an evangelical church
{vot including haptism and the Lord's supper)
reading of God's Word, and exposi.
tion, sermon or exhortation.  The whole inter-
spersed with singing.

As to the order which these services should
A Baptist church assembled for worship,
finds no law of the denomination fixing an arbit-
rary order of services.  Some begin with prayer
Sowe with singing. It is I think the univerui
custom to have prayer and reading of the Scrip-

| tures, precede the sermon or exhortations. This

e




