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Moles and comments
Dv J. L. Byb*.

For some reason I never have 
had much trouble from robbing. 
Although I have more than once 
fed large quantities of sugar 
syrup for winter stores to bees at 
myoutvard, at all hours of the 
day, yjt I have never ! ad any 
robbing. To be sure, ordinary 
precautions, such as contracting 
entrances, avoiding the spilling 
of syrup, etc., are observed. In 
all my experience with bees, I 
believe I can truthfully say that 
I have never had a colony robbed 
out. Please don’t misunderstand 
me; by the word “colony” I 
mean a stock of bees in normal 
condition, i.e. headed by a queen. 
I have had queenless stocks at an 
outyard to be robbed out in the 
early spring. Having said so 
much by way of preface, the little 
incident I am about to relate may 
be of interest. With us, feeding 
the bees has been our sole occu
pation during the past two weeks, 
and, to make as much time as 
possible, the forenoons have been 
spent at the home yards, adjust
ing feeders, wetting up sugar and 
getting things in shape for feed
ing late in the evening after re
turning home from either of the 
two outyards. Monday evening 
about 8 o’clock, a number of col
onies were fed from To to 25 lbs 
of syrup each, according to their 
needs. By the way, for full feed
ing I want feeders large enough 
to hold all the syrup that the 
colony may need, then one oper
ation is all that is necessary for 
each hive. Tuesday morning 
was fine and warm, and on going 
into the yard about 8 a. m. every

thing was quiet and orderly. Ofl 
course, those colonies that had 
feeders on were flying more orl 
less, as is always the case, the, 
bees when taking feed often fly] 
out with a load and into the hive 
again instead of depositing the; 
syrup at once in the combs.

No. 29, although it had no 
feeder on, was flying fast, and, 
from the way th#* loaded bee 
were falling in the grass, I su: 
pected it was robbing from a 
neighbor’s apiary. After a tim 
I felt pretty sure its source 01 
supply was nearer home, an 
getting some flour, threw it i 
the entrance, and inside of tw 
minutes I found they were helr 
ing themselves at hive No. 10 ai 
the opposite side of the yart 
Back of these colonies are strom 
nuclei headed by Carniola. 
queens, but the bees of No. 29 al 
have a yellow band, showing 
cross of Italian. The strang 
thing about the robbing was tha 
although the bees of No. 29 ha. 
free excess to hive No. 10, yet thi 
bees of No. 10 would poun 
upon any other intruder th 
would come along.

The way an occasional brig.. 
Italian would get treated when ii 
came nosing around proved thi 
conclusively. I threw a lot 0 
wet grass in front of No. Io, a» 
as a “counter-irritant,” a feed 
was placed on No. 29, the obju 
being to give them something t 
do at home. About an ho 
afterwards the grass was take: 
away and I went to dinner, hi 
when I came back the same gan 
was quietly going on. You coul 
hardly call it “robbing,” the 
of No. 10, judging from thei 
actions, looked upon the in mat
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