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DID CHRIST RISE FROM THE
DEAD?

By Rev. W. Harvey-Jelie, M.A., B.D.

Upon the reality of the Resurrection
of Our Lord are staked the most tremen-
done issues conceivable for the Christian.
Tf Christ rose from the dead, He is de-
monstrated to be our divine Saviour, all
His work is attested of God, our faith
and hope are well founded, and eternity
of life is our sure heritage. If He did
not rise then the faith of the Church is
based upon a lie. the supernatural ele-
ment in revelation is a mere delusion,
and the Christian’s hope of immortality
will break into derisive mockery at the
erave. But this. at least, is crrtain, the
Christian Church was founded and has
endured for nineteen centuries on belief
in Onr Tord’s resurrection; and the eon-
tinuity of that belief is attested by the
fact that the first dav of the week has
heen oheerved for Christian worshin ever
since three days from Tis death upon
the Crose,

Hence the auestfon arises, “Did Mis
life <nd in final and overwhelming de-
feat amid the world's hate on the Cross,
or did He actually emerge from the
grave in Josenh's mrden a Vietor over
death and #in?" The nreacher of a risen
Christ mrets with ocrities and doubters
=0 frequently that there is need even for
the helicver to look anew at the
eronnds of his accertance of the great
foet: and those grounds T wish to present
as succinetly as possible,

Tet it ba borne in mind that we have
alrendv seen cause to believe in a per-
sonal God. in the reality of revelation,
in the possibility of miracls, and in the
supernatural character of Christ. Tet
ue also remember that for nineteen hun-
dred vears the Christinn Church, so rich
in thought and exnerienc® has existed
and has pursned its ever-advancing car-
eer upon » wrofound helief in the Re-
eurrection. Then let vs put the question
whether it were conceivable that the life
of Christ should end in defeat. Upon
all reasoned epiritual grounds which
should we exnect to prove the stronger:
Christ, the Holv, the divine Saviour, or
the grave, the representative of sin and
death? And we may proceed to answer
our question of examining the arguments
employed by those who deny the Resur-
rection.

“Perhaps,” sy certain critics, “He did
not really dic.” There is no more popu-
lar subterfuge for unbelief than this.
But in the days immediately following the
events of Calvary, all the authorities of
the Jewish State were possessed by a
frenzied determination to crush belief in
the Resurrection; yet awmid all the argu-
ments and assertions brought forward by
them there seems never to have been a
mention of what would have been a com-
plete vindication of their icism, viz.,
that Jesus did not die. There can be
but one reason for this—there was evi-
dently no shi ¥ of proof for such an
idea. On the other hand, the very au-
thorities certified His death. Moreover
the disciples were ot least capable of dis-
tinguishing between a resuscitation and
a resurrection; and they lved and died
thenceforth in an unshakable belief in the
reality of His Resurrection, twelve hon-
est men whose lives attested the sincer-
ity of their convictions, And, yet again,
nhnm-memﬂnkuan char-
acter of Jesus to be a party to deception
a4 to be utterly inconceivable,

Tt is quite natural that the only record
of the fact of the Resurrection should be
the New Testament, for our risen Lord,
always averse to winning His way by

miracle, would reasonably limit His ap-
pearances to belevers; and the New
Testament is at least the historie record
of what men believed. TIn it we find it
recorded that He appeared on ten dif-
ferent occasions, to as many as five hun-
dred at once, bearing His wound-prints,
able to eat and converse with His friends,
vet eapabls of transcending material lim-
itations. When we look at the men who
are said to have seen Him we find that
formerly they had no true conception of
His Person and work, and that all their
hopes went out with the Crucifigion;
but after His alleged apnearances they
went forth with lives transformed and
faith rehabilitated, as men able by
their preaching to turn the world up-
side down. Clearly something must have
hannened to nroduce this change; and
what could it have hoen except the reality
of the Resurrection? When we examine
the earliest preaching of the Anostles we
find ita constant theme was a visen Christ
(cf. Acts 4. 21, {ii. 15, iv. 10. 15. x. 40,
ete): they proclaimed the Resurrection
before higotted Tows. scholars, merchants,
all contemporaries of the life of Jesus:
thev met no reasoned attemnt to disprove
their words, only with the blind opnosi-
tion of anthority: and. remarkable fact!
evervwhere their words won their way
to the acermtance of thousands. and trans-
formed the lives of those who accepted
them. And this proc'ss has gone on
through the ages. This oreaching beean
in days of superstition. but superstition
fled before it. Tt met a hostile workd,
but it conquered the Emuire in three cen.
turies, and to-day it is winning the world.
Tt is not even possible to rank modern sci-
ence against it, seeing that the eamp of
physical science is divided on the matter,
and that there are many modern scien-
tists who would stand where George Ro-
manese stood, and accept it after years of
wavering.

But, to recur to early days, we may de-
clre that nothing could have produced
among the Apostles their persistent, har-
monious certitude in the Resurrection un-
less it had been an objective fact. The
vision-theory is almost too childish to de-
serve serious attention. To account for
Paul’s changed life by an hallucination
is contrary to all we know of the nature
of hallucinations, for he showed no trace
of those carly fixed ideas which are psy-
chologically essential to visions, And as

to those who account for it by epilepsy, ~

it needs a fair stretch of imagination to
apply it to the five hundred who saw
Christ at once. All suen trumped-up ex-
planations receive the ke from the hon-
esty, the calmness, the intellectual grasp,
and the spiritual certitude which history
attributes to the men who claimed to
have seen their Lord alive from the dead,
and who lived and died in their belief in
the fact of the Resurrection.

Those who accept the position of mod-
ern unbelief and explain away the Resur-
rection must admit that the Church is
founded upon a delusion and the source
of holy living for all the saints has been
a lie. Matorial explanations always in-
volve a greater miracle thon the Resur-
rection itself—greater because it would be
80 utterly ble, # i istent
with the facts of history, and so barren
in its results, viz., that Christ did not rise.

The recorded testimony in favour of
the Resurrection would be sufficient to es-
tablish any oth'r fact in history, and it
is adequate for Christizn faith, But
when historic evidence is I i

becomes indeed true that death is swal-
lowed up in vietory. In union with the
Christ who rose again, we even now, en-
joy eternal life, in an experience mo deep
and strong that it produces the glorious
conviction that nothing, not even death
itself, can separate ue from the love of
God manifest in the risen Saviour.

OLD TESTAMENT MARRIAGE
CUSTOMS,

Not everything mentioned in the Bible
is mentioned as an example of right ac-
tion. Tt is well to bear this truth in
mind when considering such a query as
the following, from an Tlinois reader:

Tn studving the account civen in the
Rible of the marriage of Jacob to Ra-
chel, the daughter of Tahan, in
the 20th chanter of Genesis. the ques
tion was raised as to whether or not this
should give ns to understand that the
marriage of consing is not contrary to the
teachings of the Bible. Jacob being the
son of Rebekah, sister of Laban, Rachel
and Jacob were cousing, were thev not?
Will von please give me your opinion in
this matter?

Certain words in the Bible are speci-
fieally lab=led as warnings, others as mod-
el for limitation, still others are ap-
parently recorded neither as warnings
nor as models, but simply as facts of his-
torv. There were practisw recorded as
nart of the life of the Old Testament
characters which evidently were not set
down as illusteating right vrinciples of
living, vet which were not specifieally
condemned.  One of the commonest il-
lustrations of this i in the matter of
marriage.  Jacob married his eousing,
two sisters; Abram married his half-
sister: the offepring of two of these mar-
riages were signally blessed as the ohosen
people of Jehovah, and from that family
tree spmng the Messiah.  Yet there
is nothing in the mere fact of the record
either to justify or to condemn the mar-
riage of blood kin. There is many a
detail of life and conduct with the right
or wrong of which, as a detail, the Bible
does not leal. But the Bible gives us
a sufficient revelation of God's will to
enable us to learn what he would have
us do in every detail of life.—Sunday
Sheool Times,

— it ——
WEEK-DAY LIVING

Week-day conduet, rather than Sun-
day conduct ix the test of A man, No
one is quite normal on Sunday. Some
are outwardly better on that day, some
are outwardly worse, Many a teacher
of “the worst boy in Sunday-school” has
been amazed, npon eoming to know Fim
in his home thronglh the week, at the
evidences of manly character and un-
selfishness that cropned ont when the
hoy was off his guard, To he on guard
for Sunday behavior with “bad boy” is
to live up to the reputation wrongly
ziven him by his elders, On the other
hand, some Sunday-school pupils have
heen equally surprised to find that their
teachers’ ordinary, every-day life between
Svndays is not of quite 8o high a stand-
ard as the Sunday eonduet and teaching
would indicate. ~ In ejther ense, Sun-
Gay is apt to he a day of dress parade,
8 it were. This is not the fanlt of the
day. but of us mortals,  The Sabbath's
true purnose is fulfilled when onr hest

by reason:d assurance, by spiritual in-
wight, and by religious exnerience, then
the Resurrection stands out as the most
potent of all truths for the eternal wel-
fare of mankind; and for all believers it

is st and uplifted on th, ;
%0 that the average of vnk-d:y' ‘l.ll,d
Sandav alike iy ralsed. But am six-
Revenths of our time in week-days, so
six-sevenths of onr real charncter jn Iike-

1¥ to be indicated by our week-day living,




