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DID CHRIST RISC FROM THE 
DEAD?

miracle, would reasonably limit Hi* ap- 
p<itranee* to b‘Merer*; and tlie New

heroine* indeed true that death ie swal-

' eW~|5
" mnV "* """*••• Hint nothing, not own death

,, “ nnee. twwnng HI. wound print., „„ u- ur from t*r lovn of“ 71 Hi. fnrnd.. 0ml manifest * the riaen Saviour,
vet eapahl ' of transcending material lim
itation*. When we look at the men who 
are said to have *een Him we find that 
formerly they had no true conception of 
Hi* P«r*on and work, and that all their 
hope* went out with the CrucifUion; 
hut after Hi* nlleged apnea ranee* thev 
went forth with live* transformed and 
faith rohahilitntcd. a* m-n able by 
their preaching to turn the world tip- 
*»de down. Clearly something muat have 
happened to nroduee this change; and 
w-hat could it have been except the reality 
of the Resurrection? When we examine 
the enrlieet prenchine of the A noetic w- 
find it* con*taut theme waw a risen Cliriwt 
fef Act* tt. 21. in. 15. iv. 10. 15. x. 40. 
etc!; they proclaimed the Resurrection 

Hence the oue*ffon arise*. “Did Hi* ,, M‘ “ wotted Tw« scholars. merchant*, 
life <nd in final ami overwhelming de- ", internporarie* of the life of Je*u*:
feat amid the wm-l.l** hate on the Cron. î, T TTM*f ™ r,*"nn<v1 "tteinnt to disprove
or did He* actually emerge from the v**r word*, onlv with the blind opnoei-
ffrave in JoaenV* -mrden a Victor over tmn nf«"thoritv; and remark-.ble fact!
rfeath and ein?" The nreacher of a risen everywhere their word* won their wav
Christ nr et* with critic* and doubter* , t"p "<'<'rt>tanee of thousand*, and trnns- 
*o frequently that there i* need even for *he. ,ivp" nf those who accepted
the heli'ver to look anew at the !u t,lk r>rnr ** ha* gone on
ground* of hi* acceptance of the great thrnngh the age*. This preaching liegan
fact: and those grounds T wish to present s , i , ■uperetition. hut miperstitiou
a* succinctlv aa pos*ihle. "efore it. Tt met a hostile world.

Let it h* home in mind that we have J10*.'* «‘«"Wrcd the Empire in three cen-
alresdv seen cause to believe in a per- an<* to-dav it is winning tlie world.
son.il God. in the reality of revelation, “ ** no* even poesihle to rank modem sci- 
in the possibility of miraeH and in the e{w'e. A*n'n*t awing that the camp of 
supernatural character of Christ. L»t Phv",(*l aci- nee is <Mvided on the matter, 
iw also remember that for nineteen hun- a.n<1 th?t there nrp many modem sclen
ted vears the Christian Church, ao rich t,ete who wouW "tand where George Ro-
in thought and exnerieno'*, ha* existed mane*e stood, and accept it aft*r years of 
and has pursued it* ever-advancing car- w*v*ring.
eer up«n a profound belief in the Re. But> *° **«»r to early day*, we may de- 
•nrrection. Then let us put the question c”re *batl nothing could have produced
whether it were conceivable that the life "mon* *** Apostle* thrir persistent, har-
of Christ should end in defeat. Upon {"«mous certitude in the Resurrection un-
all reasoned spiritual grounds which ü had been an objective fact. The
should we exnect to prove the strong, r: Vl*'°n theory is almost too childish to de-
Christ, the Holy, the divine Saviour, or ^rv* attention. To account for
the grave, the representative of sin and rHU s changed life by an hallucination
death? And we may proceed to answer 1* Cl°nl^rary 10 a11 we know of the nature
our queetion rf examining the arguments “Huci nations, for he showed no trace
employed by those who deny the Resur- °* t*0*® ̂  i'leas which are |*y-
r*ction. chologieally essential to visions. And aa

“Perhaps,” say certain critics, “He did thoT wh,° account for lt by epile;>sy, "
not really di-.” There ia no more popu- needs a fair stretch of imagination to
lar subterfuge for unlielief than this. JÏ • 4 10 the five hundred who saw
But in the days immediately following the ' »nst at once. All mien truinped-up <x-
event* of Calvary, all the authoritie* of Pmnations receive the He from the hon-
the Jewish State were possessed h.v a ’ ™,e “'mness, the intellectual grasp,
frenzied determination to crush belief in an" the spiritual certitude which history
the Resurrection; yet amid all the argu- attributee to the men who claimed to
ments and assertion* brought forward by *ia'!a *eeT1 *x,r<* “bve from the dea«l, 
th<m there seem* never to have been a fu JV*I° an<* in their belief in 
mention of what would lmve been a corn- thL fat t the Bewirrection. 
plete vindication of their scepticism viz Those who accept the |m*Hion of mod- 
that Jesus did not die. There can be *n\.unWW and e*n,ai" «way the Resur
but one reason for thia-tbere was evi- rect“n mu»t admit that the Church is
dently no *h. * of proof for such an founded upon a delusion and the source
idea. . On the other hand, the very au- °* ,v° -v Jiving for all the saint* has been
thorities certified His death. Moreover a , - Mat’ rial explanation* always in-
the disciple* were rt least capable of dis vo,ve a rre"ter mimcle th.-n the Resur-
tinguishing between a resuscitation and rect,«n itself-grester beiausc it would la?
a resurrection; and they Hved and died *°. r,-v "nfeaeoesble, s, inconsistent
thenceforth in an unshakable belief in the Wlth the facts of historv, and so liarren
reality of His Resurrection, twelve hon '“if* reau,ta- v“- that Christ did not ri«e.
est men whose lives attested the sincer- reconled testimony in favour of
itv of their conviction*. And. vet again. the Rewuirection would he sufficient to es-
it is so diametrically opposed to the char- ^«lwli anv oth«r fact in history, ami it
aeter of Jesus to be a psrtv to de-eption ,a a<l«l»»te for Christian faith. “
•a to he utterly inconceivable. 7"*” '"rtoric evidence is supp|pmente<l

Tt is quite natural that the only record Ïlu,"*"0" ? •"wrance, by spiritual in 
of the fact of the Resurrection should he J?*" „ r,l,flou* ««erience, then
the New Testament, for our risen Lord lh? Be*urrection stand* out as the mot
always avene to winning His way by y°tant ot truths far the eternal wcl

fare of mankind; and for all believer» it

By Rev. W. Harvey-JelHe, M.A., B.D.
Upon the reality of the Renurrection 

of Our Lord are staked thi* most tremen- 
drns issues conceivable for the Christian. 
Tf Christ rose from the dead. He Is de 
monetrated to he our divine Saviour, all 
His work is attested of Ood, our faith 
and hope are well founded, and eternitv 
of life is our sure heritage. If He did 
not rioe then the faith of the Church is 
based upon a lie. the supernatural ele
ment in revelation is a mere drium-m. 
and the Christian's hope of immortality 
will break into derisive mockery at the 
rvave. Rut Mils, at least, is certain, the 
Christian Church was founded and has 
endured far nineteen centuries on belief 
in Our Lord's resurrection; and th» con
tinuity of that belief i* att-sted hv the 
fact that the first dsv of the week has 
heen nhserv d for Christian worship ever 
rince three dav» from Hi* death 
the Crons.

OLD TESTAMENT MARRI A 02 
CUSTOMS.

Not everything mentioned in the Bible 
is mentioned aa an example of right ac
tion. Tt is well to h-ar this truth in 
mind when considering such a query as 
the following, from an Illinois reader:

Tn studying the account given in the 
Bible of the marriage of Jacob to Ra- 
ch*l. the daughter of Laban, in 
the 20th chapter of Genesis, the ques
tion was raised an to whether or not this 
should give ns to understand that the 
marriage of cousins is not contrary to the 
teachings of the Bible. Jacob being the 
son of ReWkah, sister of Laban. Rachel 
and Jacob were cousins, were they not? 
Will you please give me your opinion in 
thi* matter?

Certain words in the Bible are speci
fically lab-led as warnings, other* as mod- 
«*!« far limitation, still others are ap
parently recorded neither as warning* 
nor as model*, hut simpfv as facts of his
tory. There were praettww recorded as 
T“rt lll« J'* "f the OH TmW„« 
characters which evidently 
down ns illustrating riglit 
living, yet which 
condemned.

were not set 
principles of 

were not specifically 
One of the commonest il

lustration* of thi* is in the 
marria matter of

F' Jacob married his oourins, 
two sister*; Abram married his half- 
water; the offaywing of two of then» nar- 
nage* were signally blessed as the chosen 
people of Jehovah, and from that family 
tre sprang the Messiah, 
is nothing in the mere fact of the record 
either to justify or to condemn the mar-
SLT. °f, kin There » many a detail of life and conduct with the right 
or wrong of which. «. « <ktail. the Bible 

not leal. But the Bible give, „■ 
a sufficient revelation of God’s will to 
epehl- 1» to learn what he would havesJrÆr'5’d'""1 uf ■*»-**»

Yet there

WEEK-DAY LIVING
Week day eonduet. rather than Riin- 

' "V --ndurt I, the teat of a man. No
on' ............ normal on Sunday. Some
ore outwardly bette- on that day. «.me
;-,^:rw^,::;rs,,n^:^t:
.«•n nmnaed. upon roniln* to know Bm 

in IiIk home through the week, at the 
evilleoee. of manly eharaeter and un- 
-eifialineaa that en.|me,| out when the
h.r Sum|nlr f",*"1 T" •* "n guard 
tor Sunday behavior with “bed boy" la
to live up to the reputation wrongly
hand" im'V'V"1'"- °" ,he nther

and. aome Sunday-achool pnplla have
IrTJ .Z' lî, *"rprl"cl 10 «"'I that their 

rrdln*r>; »'ry.day life between 
ard ^ .lqul" *> «rt a etand-

wnnid « Mer'^rt?
dlv lm"‘f „ " 7 ?ot ,h’ Canif „f ,h.
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