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Crumps

seams and the doctors were taking a piece
of wire out of his chest. While I was wait-
ing a chaplin asked me if I would like a cup
of coffee or some whiskey, realising that it
would take some time to get the coffee made
I had some more whiskey.

I was given two more tags, which this
time were tied on buttons at the top of my
jacket. I stayed here about two hours, then
I was sent to a clearing hospital. It was
here that I met the first nurses. They were
two fine, splendid women who were wearing
the scarlet hoods of the British Regular Army
nurse. They were both strong and quite
capable of handling a man, even if he became
delirious. One of them quickly got me into
bed. I apologized for my terribly dirty state,
but I was told that it made no difference;
they were used to it. To be between clean
sheets again was wonderful. I felt I wanted
to go to sleep forever. Suddenly a roar, and
a terrible explosion. The hospital was be-
ing bombed; a bomb had dropped within a
hundred yards of my tent. This was the
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