
2 MARY MINDS HER BUSINESS

By that time Mary, his wife, had presented

him with one of the two greatest gifts that a

woman can ever bestow, and presently a sign

was painted over the shop

:

JOSIAH SPENCER & SON

In course of time young Josiah madf his first

horse-shoe and old Josiah made his last.

On a visit to New Amsterdam, the young man

had already fallen in love with a girl named

Matilda Sturtevant. They were married in

1746 and had one of those round old-fashioned

families when twelve children seemed to be the

minimum and anything less created comment.

Two of the boys were later killed in the Rev-

olution, another became Supreme Court jus-

tice, but the likeliest one succeeded to the busi-

ness of Josiah Spencer & Son, which was then

making a specialty of building wagons—and

building them so well that the shop had to be

increased in size again and again until it began

to have the appearance of quite a respectable

looking factory.

The third Spencer to own the business mar-

ried a Yankee—Patience Babcock—but Pa-

tience's only son married a French-Canadian

girl—for even then the Canadians were drift-

ing down into our part of the country.


