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shores of the Hudson's Bay, at Fort Churchill, Fro,., Wi.u.ipeg northward
tothemouthoftheRedRive,-, thGcou„t,yi.stlncklys<.ttl«el, the surface is

level and the soil a rich dark loan,. Fro,n thonce tli,ou«I, the Icelandic
reservetotheVVhitcMudorlodandic River, the country is undulating
and as a whole, densely tin,bered with poplar and as.nall p.oportion of spruce.
The agricultural resources of this country have not be.-n tho.oughly tested,
but sufficient farming has been done to de,non.st,-ate that the la.ul is of the
Lest quality. Fron, the White Mud River northwa.d the..e is*no settlement
except at points along Lake Wi.n.ipeg, where timber limits are being wo,-ked
The land along this part of the .oute is sinnln,. to that on the Icelandic
reserve and quite a, suitable for cultivation. TI.e.e is abundance of timber
in this section. The Little Saskatchewan is the tirst river crossing of any
importance, but presents no unusual obstacle. The% Saskatchewan crossing
18 of more importance, but natu,c Las done mud, to favor the construction of a
bridge at the Grand Ra^ds. us the banks are high and steep and composed of
solid limestone, furnishing good n.atoiial for the necessary piers and
abutments, while the strean, is na.rowed by the piesence of two island in the
channel, The crossing of this river will be an important point, as the inter-
section of the water tmsport of the Saskatchewan with the lino of railway.
It may eventually be considered ad/isable to run a short branch line from a
point a few miles north of the crossing to the head of Cedar Lake where boats
are frequently wind-bound. From the Sebatchewan Rapids to Was-ka-owa.ka
Lake, 16 the only rocky portion of the route. This section will require much
more wmute exploration than I was able to give it, before final location can be
decided upon. The number of rivers to be crossed is greater than on the
south«m portion of the route, averaging one crossing to about every ten miles
The streams are, however, very small, the largest being the Burntwood River
This nver forms the outlet for a chain of Lakes lying parallel to the Nelson
River and a few miles to the westward of that stream. After crossin<^ this
nver we strike across the height of land between the Nelson and Churchill
Rivers, which can be surniounted by a grade of one foot in a hundred The
soil over this section is lighter than the southern. The water powers alone
the Nelson River and its tributaries are very numerous and unlimited in
extent. From Was-ka-owa-ka Lake to Hudson's Bay, the cost of construction
will probably be not more than on the southern end of the route. The soil
for the first hundred miles is clay over «ravel, and the surface is pretty level •

- ' V P'»'-- ^"'= i"cr^ to oc crossed average about
one to every twelve miles, most of them small. The lengths of the different
divisions I estimate as follows

:

49


