
Ifi2 RKPORT ON POPri.AR KDUCATION

"it!

nnlted action of CoiniriiAsiont'rrt and 8n|)t'rviiiors, whilst a very lar^/o iuinil»pr

have, by their direction, been repaired, and provided, as they never were bctore,

with proper fuel, pails, brounirf, and other inipleuientrt necessary to >kee|» them
clean, and render them reasonably eomf.trtablo for u»e. ft in i^ratifyinjr to re

port these improvements, in vi»'\v «.f 1 he inlliience npttn the eomt'ort, moruK
and memories of the papiU."

2.— HJonKlt AM) OinKU INSTITl'TIONS.

There are 2(t ('olle.i^es in the State, 220 Academie>, (^attcinletl by nearlv
.'50,()(l(> pnpils,) 5 Law Sch.mls, 11 Medical Schouls^, 1 Military Academy, 1

Inwtitntion for Ueaf and Oundj, and I Institution for the Blind, beside> other
benevolent institutions. Not only the public schools, and the sithools of all

institutions sliarinji; in Stat(! j^rants for educational pm-poses, but the Deaf and
Dumb and Hliiid Asylums, the Houses ot liefuge, Uefornnitury Schools, iVc.
are under the iujiervision of the Sni)erintendent of l'id)li»' instruction.

We are largely indebted to the State of New York for tluM^riginal outline ot

our own Canadian Common School system ; and we may avail ourselves still

further of the e.xperioM'e of that State on some points, both for warninji' anil

imitation.

XXII.-STATE OK PENNSYLVANIA.
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1.—COMMON SCnOOI. SYSTEM.

The foundation of the present system of Common School education was laid

by an Act passed in 1834, but the general Act then passed has undergone various

amendments, especially in 1S54, until 1S6G-7. At iirst the acceptance of the

law was optional with the townships, towns and cities, but was made obligatory

on all in 184t),—the great majority having previously accepted it by popular

vote. The present school system in Pennsylvania seems more comprehensive

and more thoroughly matured than that of New York, though popular education

is less advanced.

The /Stale Supenntendent of Common Schools is appointed by the Executive

with the advice of the Senate for the term of three years, is invested with large

powers, and is also required to visit the Normal Scliools and attend Teachers'

Institutes.

Normal Schools.—The State is divided into twelve Normal Scbool districts.

Each distr' ^ must provide the premises and buildings of its own No, uial Schools,

which may l)e established by the union of thirteen or more citizens, for the

training of teachers in such district, and must be under the direction of a Board
of Trustees who are to report to the State Superintendent. In order to be
accepted by the State, the Normal School must have ten acres of ground and


