
I'liNl ('oiiiiiumioii. a lad), now rc'sidiiiii, lu-ar Si. Marys, walked

with lur luishand and srvrral lady IViciuls, .ill haa loolLd,

oviT five miles to the nieetinij;.

'I'lu' wine used (Ui the same occasion was procured 1)\ two

\()iniu men, Wm. McCiiei^or and John Weir, of nianchard,

who walked harefooled the entire distance to I .ondon — ahoiil

]o miles -to obtain it.

Rude were their smroundings, but, prompted by warm hearts,

they gave freely of their best to (lod's servant. It ma\ not

alwavs ha\e been in coin ol the realm that tlu'ir t'lrsl jjasior

was paid, lor the wa\s of raising money were limited to ^iich

works as the making ol black salts, and harvesting in Diurfries,

but e(iuall\- appreciated were the donations of hay and oats, or

other products of the soil.

.\fter a period of active and faithful service. e\tendiing over

four \ears, Mr. I'roudfool withdrew from his charge, being

called to succeed his lather in London.

Happily the vacancy ol the charge was brief. On ( )( tober

7th, 1H52, Mr. Caven, who some years afterwards became the

well-known Principal of Kiiox College, was ordained as pastor

of Downieand St. Marys. I'or four years he continued the

efficient pastor of a united people, but St. Marys having grown

stronger, became desirous of having the undivided services of

.Mr. Caven, and on July 2nd a petition signed by 56 names

was presented to Presbyter)' asking that they be separated from

Downie. Hoth congregations were ited to appear before

Pi esbytery wiiich met at London on August 1 ;^th, iS5(). Ijut,

Downie not apj)earing, it was regarded to be agreeable to the

separation, and so the connection between St. Marys and
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