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Bay Company also had a |*o»t in the immédiate vicinity. Horses were 
then in common use on the Swan Hiver valley, lor after slopping a day 
at this |fOst, ho and Mr. Grant started on horseback up the valley on a 
trail which ran tor most of the distance along the north side of the 
river. < >n the second day they erossed the Swan river to the south side, 
and rode G miles to a house kept by one Belleau in a “hammock of 
Vines” on the bank of Snake creek, almost on the Second Initial 
Meridian, about G miles north of Fort Polly. From here ho turned 
southward, and continued his survey past the post of the Hudson's Ba\ 
Company at the Elliow of the Assinilioine river to the house of Cuthhort 
Grant, which was situated in Tp. 2*, Range 31, and south-west of the 
present village of Runny mode, on the Canadian Northern railway

Here ho remained till Octolier 14, when ho relumed to Belleau's 
house on Snake creek, in order, if possible, to obtain guides to take him 
up the Swan river, across the watershed to Red Deer river, and then 
around to the headwaters of the Assinihoino river. From this date 
November 28 his journal was lost, but he states, “ I surveyed the .< no 
Indian ( Assiniboiue) river upward and its sourc es, an«l the lb « r 
river and its sources, and from thence returned to the h nu of 
Mr. Cuthbert Grant, at the Brooks, on the Stone Indian river.”

He, however, gives traverses worked out by latitude* and departure 
which show his course to have been front Belleau's house to the upper 
house on Rod Deer river in lat. 52 47' 44" X. From hero ho turned 
south- west ward, and continued his survey to the “ upper house on the 
Stone Indian river,” afterwards known as Alexandria, where Daniel 
Harmon spent live years of his life in the west, from 1800 to 1805, and 
which is said by him to have been “ built on a small rise of ground on 
the bank of the Assinilfoine, that separated it from a beautiful prairie 
about 2 miles long and from 1 to 4 broad, which is as level as the lloor 
of a 1101180.” At a little distance behind the post art; small groves of 
birch, poplar, aspin, and pine. From Alexandria ho travelled down the 
river to the KIIkjw, and thence to Cuthl>ert Grant’s house. Thence he 
continued southward to Thorburn s house on the t^u’applo river, a few 
miles al>oveils mouth, in lat. 50 28' 57", and McDonald's house, I j mile 
aliove the mouth of the Souris river.

The winter had now set in, when travelling on the opon plains was 
unpleasant and dangerous, but Thompson was anxious to find out the 
exact positions of those Indian villages on the Missouri, where tin- 
people lived by the cultivation of corn as well as by hunting buffalo, 
and |*ersonal inconvenience ami danger were not to be considered when 
compared with the satisfaction of this craving for knowledge. Besides 
this, some of the Indians might bo induced to establish a regular trade 
with the North-West Company. So on Noveml*er 28, 17‘.»7, he left 
McDonald's (Assinib'dno) house with nine men, a few horses,ami thirty 
dogs, and started south-westward across the plain. On Dceoml»or 7 he


