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have gained an unenviable reputation for bad

manners because they have pushed themselves

into the best places, crowded into the trams

ahead of the women, and generally ignored the

courtesies due to ladies and gentlemen associated

with them. But, in spite of our full recognition

of this undesirable national trait, I doubt whether

any great number of Americans have permitted

a dislike of German manners to affect their

opinion as to German morals in the conduct of

war. though some do hold that lack of good

manners is a characteristic mark of inferior

civilisation. On the whole, we have been inclined

to be tolerant of German rudeness, regarding

it as in part due to the rapid material develop-

ment of a young nation, and possibly as, in

part, the result of over-aggressiveness fostered

by a military training.

It is only fair to say, also, that our admiration

of Germany's achievements in art, literature, and

science never led us so far as to accept the claim

of superiority in these lines advanced by many

Germans on behalf of their country. The in-

sistence with which this claim has been reiterated

and proclaimed abroad by Germans, often with

more of patriotism than of good taste, may have

led a part of the public to believe it. But .the

more intelligent and thoughtful portion of the

people, accustomed to analyse such claims by

careful comparison with the products of non-

Teutonic civilisation, has been unable to find any


