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per acre. This proposal was not accepted by the Government. In the 
minutes of the House is a request from the Count for the Government 
tavern on the beach at the head of the lake. This had been pledged to 
Wm. Bates till next October, but he, de Puisaye, might deal privately 
with Bates or establish another tavern equally commodious, a request 
from Bates to extend his lease and renewed application from de 
Puisaye in 1799 and 1800. and later on it is seen that he bought the 
land on which the Government House stood, three hundred acres, on 
which w'ere salt wells, from which his heirs sold salt during the war 
at $10.00 per barrel. Mr. Griffin remembers that on the farm at the 
beach was a fine orchard of apple, peach, pear and plum trees, with 
delicious fruit. Whether the present house there was built by the 
Count or Mr. Kent is not known. In 1801 some trouble arose between 
the Count and Angus McDonnell, and he was to attend at York with 
his witnesses to sustain his charges against McDonnell; evidence was 
taken and the dismissal of the latter was recommended.

A later letter in the Archives from de Puisaye in England, is dated 
14th February, 1803, stating that two volumes of his Mémoires would 
be published that week, of which copies would be sent. He proposes 
to return to Canada, but not for another year; but it is not supposed 
this hope was realized. He speaks of detractors, even in Canada, 
M. do Chains being of the number, but still begs the Government to 
continue its goodness to the emigrants.

Of his last days we know little. Not being allowed to return to 
France during the short peace of 1814, he became naturalized in 
England and died in 1827 at Blythe House, near Hammersmith, aged 
seventy-three. A pathetic reference is found in the Archives—the last 
we find from himself—dated June, 1818, to the Canadian Government : 
“ Had waited eighteen months, so as to give time for information. At 
his age, and broken down in health, he had not expected to survive that 
time. The Government appropriated his place on the Niagara River 
for a hospital for the troops, and has occupied his house at York 
(which was burned down) as public property. For neither of these 
has he been paid, nor any compensation made.”

His property was willed to William Smithers Kent, and another 
brother of the Countess, who went to India. Mr. Kent went to 
England several times to see the Count after his return there, the 
last time being in 1827, and de Puisaye then gave him his heavily 
gold-mounted Damascus sword, which had been presented to him by


