
' WHAT HAPPENED !

3
and generously in providing for the future of herorphaned niece.

bloJ T^"^ T *"'" ""y ^^'^ °" '"y °^" flesh andblood-dear Eustace's child/ she remarked tearfully toher special crony. Lady Armitage. ' No. my dear ofcourse not.' replied her friend sympathetically; «yourfeehngs do you credit, Caroline; and I cannot butapplaud your sense of duty-and then the girl will besuch a companion for Adelaide.'

«fi! '
^™

m'
'° f^ °'" ^^^^' '^*"™ed Mrs. Fordham

rathe quickly
;

« there is a difference in their ages, and
Christian has never quite suited dear Addie • besides

best for the poor child ;
' and according to her lightsMrs. Fordham had acted up to her words. Nevefhl

ess. the house in Mandeville Street was .0 home tothe girl, to quote her own words : ' for Christian wasgenerally verbally strong. I was always a strangeand a sojourner ;n the Mandeville House •

I was never

protest they were not unkind. Adelaide was alwayscold-her nature is not a genial one; but Aunt Caroline

r It 1^ T ' r' ^°"^f°rtable-only she had not theright knack, and somehow I always felt in the way'

ChrfstLn^'' f" '"' '^''' ^''' '""'^^ °" both sides
;Chnstan. in her secret unhappiness. m.y have been aittle too exacting in her demands, and somewhatunyielding and aggressive with regard to the pr^.u^aof others; Adelaide's company mfnncrs anl woi^^b;

uvenility grated terribly upon her. 'Why does shetry to be young?' she would say to herself; 'all herfriends know she is ei,ht.and-thirty
; If she would Laveoff being sprightly and girlish, she would be so muchmore attractive.'
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