Canada would be if the peoples of Russia, of England and of the
United States adopted the attitude which those who thus advise
you to vote NO suggest that Canada should adopt? If each of the
United Nations had taken the attitude that the other nations could,
without help, defeat Germany and Japan, the cause of freedom
would already be lost, and Canada itself might by this time have
been invaded.

When those who, in such words, tell you to vote NO, they are
telling you to trust other nations to keep the enemy from our shores.
They are telling you to trust the enemy to attack some other country
instead of attacking Canada. At the same time, they are telling you
not to trust the government of your own country to do what is
necessary to defend your homes and your families.

Of published statements to which my attention has been drawn
the most incredible is one which reads: “by voting NO you will
protect yourselves, by voting YES you will be at the mercy of your
own government.” I would say that by voting “NO,” you may be
helping to place yourself and your country at the mercy of the
enemy; whereas by voting YES you will, I believe, be helping to
protect yourself and your country from the enemy. At a time of war
is it reasonable to trust the intentions of the enemy, rather than
those of the freely elected government of your own countty?

Importance of Trusting the Government

My colleagues and I have been elected to carry on the govern-
ment at this time of war. If you cannot trust us to do what is right
in the interest of the people, whom are you going to trust? If you
cannot trust the members whom you have elected to represent you
in parliament to see that no step is taken which is not in your interest,
and in the interest of our country, whom are you going to trust?
This is not an ordinary time; it is a time of war. The whole world
is in a state of rapid change. At any time the responsibilities of
government are heavy enough. They are greater to-day than they
have ever been. For my part, if I did not believe that as head of the
government, I continued to enjoy the confidence of the people, who,
time and again, have returned me to office, I would not wish to
remain in office an hour longer.

Surely, you are not going to be influenced in your vote on
Monday by parades of young boys carrying banners and shouting
“Down with Conseription,” when conseription is not the issue. Nor
do I imagine that you will be influenced by the radio from Paris,
suggesting that you vote NO, when you are well aware that its
voice is the voice of Hitler. When so much is at stake in the lives
and homes of everyone, surely you will wish to be guided by the best
informed and wisest counsel it is possible for you to receive.
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Do you think that every member of the present government
would be asking you to vote YES on Monday, if we did not all
honestly believe that it was in the interest of yourselves, your
families and our country for you to do so? I want you to know that
that is what I very firmly believe. Let no one tell you that I am half-
hearted in this matter.

Enemy Ezpects to Conquer All Continents

. Let me give you some of the reasons why in my last broadcast,
I said, that to those who are able to look beyond the events of to-day
into the future, it is no longer merely the unity, but the very existence
of our country which they see to be in danger.

Germany, Italy and Japan were not forced into war. They were
not even drawn into war. They were themselves aggressors. They
made war of their own choosing, at their own time.

Germany, Italy and Japan assumed the role of aggressor with
full knowledge of the military and industrial power of the free nations,
and of the extent of the populations, territories and resources of the
British Empire, the United States, Russia, China and the empires
of France and the Netherlands. When Hitler and his fellow gangsters
attacked the free nations they knew they were attacking nations
immensely superior to themselves in resources and population. Their
action was proof that they believed, that, in the end, they would
be able to conquer all the continents; and that, later on, they would
divide the spoils of a conquered world among themselves.

Far from regarding resources, populations, and vast territories
as sources of strength to the free nations, these were the very things
that lured the gangster nations into war. These were the very means
by which, in their warfare, the aggressors hoped to be sustained.
These were the prizes of war for which they were prepared to make
any sacrifice.

Up to the present, the enemy no doubt feels that his policy has
been justified by success. Germany has conquered country after
country in Europe, and has made their enslaved populations feed her
own. She has compelled their great industries to contribute to her
own powerful military machine. The populations and resources of
a dozen countries, which less than three years ago were free, are
to-day forced to aid further Nazi aggression. The territories of the
conquered countries have been turned from barriers against attack,
into effective bases for further conquest.

Enemy Gains in Asia and in Europe

The same is true of the swift and extensive gains of Japan in the
Orient. In one-third of a year, Japan has acquired the physical
structure of a vast overseas empire. The French Empire in Asia
has become a vassal state of Germany or a dependency of Japan.
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