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occasional kick, and the sloppy 
madness on the kit was always en
tertaining, but no band can rock 
without putting their hearts into it.

The new material pales in 
comparison to older stuff like One 
Chord to Another and Smeared de
spite being remarkable similar in 
styles. It’s a lot easier to appreciate 
quality music when a band works 
for it, like Sloan did all those years 
ago. Now hey are recognised na
tionally, and although you can't 
fault anyone for success, it is harder 
to look at them in the same way.

However, despite all my 
critiscism, I liked the show. Sloan 
may be no Journey or Richard 
Marx, but they do know how to en
tertain. They have the talent, but not 
the presence, to pull off a great live 
show. Their music speaks for itself 
on CD, but gets lost on stage. Give 
them haircuts, pump them lull of 
drugs and alcohol, and let cm rip — 
that’s what Sloan’s live show needs.
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but the stage presence was flat. The 
only song to really get the crowd 
moving was “Money City Mani
acs,” and that had more to do with 
the lights than the band. They 
bopped their heads, threw in the
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When I went to see Sloan last 
weekend, I wasn't sure what to ex
pect. I had seen them before, and 
although they put on an interesting 
show, I was somewhat surprised.

These guys have slowly de
clined, in my mind, from a new ex
plosion on the Halifax scene to a 
mediocre Canadian band that only 
plays Halifax when they come 
home for a break. But after Friday 
night, I’m not sure this is the case.

The Electropolis was filled 
with an interesting mix of fans when 
the band made their dramatic en
trance. They played mostly new 
tunes, mixing in some old classics, 
and the performance was solid, but 
there were a few weak points.

Chris Murphy pulled the old 
switcheroo, taking a scat behind the 
drum kit while the others mixed 
around, a very old stunt for the Hali
fax boys. Although this was inter
esting to watch. Murphy was not up 
to drummer Andrew Scott’s calibre, 
and it was more distracting than 
entertaining.

Also, the band tried far too 
hard to entice the drunken crowd to 
participate. The sing-along worked 
once or twice, but it failed more 
than that. In the long run, it had a 
flavour of desperation.

The crowd was enthusiastic,

Announces the Second Annual Essay Competition, 
open to high school, undergraduate .university 

or college students across Canada.

jf. ~ y A an opportunity to 
attend the annual

Couchiching Conference
the premier Canadian public affairs forum

Share your thoughts.
Write a 1500-word 
essay based on our 
2000 Conference theme - 
The Future of Health 
in Canada:
The Art of the Possible 
addressing the question
WHAT DOES HEALTH MEAN 
IN A DEVELOPED SOCIETY?
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Plus receive a cash prize of $500
and expenses paid for travel, accommodation and registration for the 
2000 Couchiching Conference.
Submissions may be made in French or English, on 8.5" x 11" white paper,
type written, double spaced, with 2" margins
Entries must be post-marked no later than May 15, 2000.
One English and one French winner will be chosen in each of the two 
foliowing categories:
► High school students, age 16-19
► Undergraduate university or college students, age 24 or under
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Summer Camp Jobs in the U.S.A.
Lakeside Residential Girls Camp in Maine—Visas Arranged 

Counselors: Combined childcare/teaching. Must be able to teach or lead one or more 
of the following activities: gymnastics, tennis, swim, sail, canoe, water ski, arts (including 
stained glass, sewing, jewelry, wood, photo), dance, music, theatre, archery, wilderness 
trips, field sports, equestrian. Non-smokers. June 18 to August 24. Attractive salary (US) 
plus travel allowance.
Visit our camp on our photo website: http://homepage.mac.com/klppewaforglrls/

To Apply: Applications are available on our website: www.kippewa.com or contact us 
at the numbers listed below for a staff brochure and application.

Kippewa, Box 340, Westwood, Massachusetts, 02090-0340, U.S.A. 
e-mail: kippewa@tiac.net | tel: 781-762-8291 | fax: 781-255-7167

O Need extra credits this summer? Consider the 
flexibility of Athabasca University's 460 self-paced 
distance education courses. Start anytime. Study 
anywhere. Easily transferable.
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