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BY AMIT BATRA

Wickwire Field is not even two
years old but already it is paying
huge dividends to Dalhousie Uni-
versity.

With a pricetag of approxi-
mately three million dollars, the
field was rumoured to have been
built with the ultimate goal of
hosting a football team. Recent
news of the cancellation of the
proposed football program put
these rumours to rest.

Building the field was not a bad
decision. According to Shawn
Fraser, Supervisor of Campus Rec-
reation and Leisure Programs, the
fall intramural program has “been
given complete new life” and this
is reflected in the large increase
in students participating. Fraser
anticipates the program growing
to include 48-50 soccer teams
every fall. He has also been able
to offer new intramural programs
such as flag football and ultimate

frisbee.

The greatest benefit to Fraser's
office has been the easier planning
that has resulted from having “a
dependable surface.”

In the past, on account of poor
weather, intramurals were can-
celled at the last minute in hopes
of preserving the field for varsity
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matches.

Aside from this, Fraser points
out that injuries on the old
Studley field arose from the sev-
eral ruts and divots that developed
through overuse: not to mention
the “lake in the middle.” Despite
the poor reputation artificial turf
has for injuries, it has proven less
dangerous thus far.

Dal women's soccer coach Neil
Turnbull echoes Fraser’s thoughts
regarding injuries. He has also
made available information to his
athletes and to the intramural
program on techniques to reduce
the chance of injury while play-
ing.

Varsity programs have gained
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enormously according Turnbull,
also the coach of the National
women's team.

“Varsity soccer has gone from
a thirteen week program to
an eight month program,”

The University itselfl has also
received valuable publicity locally
and nationally. The CIAU Men's
Soccer Championships will be
hosted at Wickwire field in No-
vember 1997. This follows the
successfully hosted women's
Nationals in 1996. Athletic
Director Tony Martin says.
“We got it because of the
field.”

While the field has brought
national exposure to the uni-
versity, Martin emphasizes the
benefit to the community, call-
ing the surface “an awesome
statement for soccer,” specifi-
cally in light of the fact that
the field is for soccer only and
not for football. The facility
(when it is not being rented)
is open to the community in
the summer.

“[This allows for] tremen-
dous community integration
and is a resource for the uni-
versity and the city,” said Mar-
tin.

He notes that while rev-
enue generation is encouraged
there is also an effort to keep
one space for students, espe-
cially during the school year.

In less than two years since
its official opening the E.B.
Wickwire Memorial Field has
successfully bid for two na-
tional soccer championships,
renewed interest in the
Maritimes' largest intramural
program, benefited the sur-

rounding community, and pro-
vided countless value in promo-
tional dollars to the University.
Any field inquiries should be made
to Dalplex.
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he says.

He goes on to add that
the turf is a “super facility”
which has helped recruit-
ing for our nationally rec-
ognized soccer programs.

lan Kent, coach of the
men's team, concurs with
Turnbull.

Kent also oversees the
business aspects of the
field. Dalhousie has a rental
target of $35,000 per year
to help pay the mortgage
on the field. In pursuit of
this target Dalhousie hosts
an annual spring league.
This year ninety-five teams
are participating which
translates into approxi-
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mately fifteen hundred
players of all ages and lev-
els. In addition, six local
soccer clubs are renting
the field and Halifax
Dunbrack’s 1st Division
club is using Wickwire as
its home field. The facil-
ity will also earn money
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY WITH BEST BUDDIES CANADA
CAMPUS COORDINATOR POSITION

Best Buddies Canada is a non-profit organization designed to create friendships between
university students and people with developmental disabilities. We have 15 chapters on
university and college camipuses in Ontario.

Best Buddies is currently searching for a Dalhousie student to establish and manage a Best
Buddies chapter on campus for one year, beginning in September 1997. Applicants shouid
possess good organization and communications skills, have creative ideas about starting a new
group on campus, and be interested in having a friend with a developr_nentai disability. Campus
Coordinators attend a Leadership and Training Conference in Halifax in September.

Eor more information on this challenging and rewarding-volunteer opportunity, contact our office
at 1-888-779-0061 or by E-mail; best.buddies@sympatico.ca




