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Department, Klassen thought he 
could present to the Administration 
the need for scientific research. He . 
added, however, that because of his 
different background he was 
treated like a “strange duck.”
When Klassen went about trying 
to make adjustments he said he , 
found the self-interest within /
the faculty to be too difficult an 
obstacle to overcome. “There is 
great personal ambition and it is 
very destructive,” he said.

He added he can understand 
people’s position and that it is a 
very human response when some 
professors realize they may not be 
around in the future. He thinks 
such feelings must be overcome so 
all people can work together for the 
good of the University.

Klassen said many people have 
expressed disappointment at his 
leaxing and are also concerned 
science will lose its representation 
in the Administration.

When asked about future plans, 
Klassen said he is fortunate to have 
a very broad background, so he 
can basically “do whatever he ^ 
wants.” He said he is looking for
ward to returning to work in his 
lab in the Tupper Building.

by Bob Morrison
“If nothing productive can be 

done there is no point of continu
ing,” said Dr. G.A. Klassen, Vice 
President Academic of Dalhousie 
University.

Klassen has resigned from his 
position out of frustration in not 
being able to effectively carry out 
his duties due, he said, to the pre
vailing feelings of “self-interest” 
throughout the institution.

In a University News article. 
University president Andrew 
MacKay expressed regret over 
Klassen’s resignation. “I am grate
ful for all that Dr. Klassen has 
done to help me and my colleagues 
since assuming his responsibilities," 
said MacKay.

The resignation will become 
effective May I, exactly two years 
after Klassen was appointed to the 
position. He said when ne took the 
position he had a definite notion of 
what he wanted to accomplish.

Klassen saw a challenge to bring 
the Dalhousie community closer 
together and also wanted to do 
something about the deficit which 
was already set at four million 
dollars.
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As an example Sedler cited Samur 
versus Quebec (l 953), Supreme 
Court Ruling 299, in which “the 
judgement of the Supreme Court of 
Canada was that a city by-law did 
not prohibit the distributing of 
Jehoxah’s Witnesses’ literature on 
the public streets, a decision which 
avoided an appeal on constitutional 
grounds."

by Geoff Martin
“The American constitutional 

experience with freedom of expres
sion may be of some benefit to 
future Canadian constitutional 
interpretations," Professor Robert 
Sedler told a conference on “Free
dom of Information and Commun
ication,” recently held at Dalhousie

In a seminar entitled “Freedom 
of Speech under the American 
Constitution and the Canadian 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms,” 
the law professor from Wayne 
State University (Detroit) spoke on 
how freedom of speech has been 
protected in both countries in the 
past and speculated on its future.

“There are some important struc
tural differences between Canada 
and the United States,” Sedler said, 
“since in Canada, the power to 
make laws on any subject lies with 
either the federal or provincial 
governments.”

In contrast to the situation in the 
United States, Sedler explained 
that in Canada, a law interfering 
with freedom of expression is 
“potentially subject to challenge as 
being ultra vires (beyond the power 
of) the province that makes it."

“In the United States,” he said, 
“the states have been sovereign 
since the time of independence, and 
do not depend on the federal con
stitution for their powers. Since the 
Federal powers have been broadly 
construed, there is significant over
lap in decision-making."

“Also, in the United States, there 
is a dual court system, in which the 
state courts are the final court of 
appeal for state laws unless there is 
a constitutional appeal,” Sedler 
said.
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As a result of this ruling. Profes
sor Sedler says we can expect fewer 
constitutional appeals than in the 
United States because many of the 
laws will be struck down as ultra 
vires before they reach Supreme 
Court appeal on the grounds of 
section 2.

In the United States Constitu
tion, the First Amendment of the 
Bill of Rights serves to protect 
freedom of expression. In Canada, 
Section 2 of the new Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms does this. 
The main difference between the 
two is the Canadian version has not 
yet been interpreted by the 
Supreme Court of Canada.

In the United States, enactment 
of a criminal law is a state affair, 
and it is at this level that laws are 
passed limiting freedom of expres
sion. In Canada, criminal laws are 
all federal, so in drafting the law it 
is less likely a criminal law will limit 
expression. Sedler says “for this 
reason, constitutional claims involv
ing freedom of expression are likely 
to be much more numerous in the 
United States than in Canada.”

Professor Sedler, a long-time 
member of the American Civil Lib
erties Union (ACLU), participated 
in the day-long conference spon
sored by the Dalhousie Faculty of 
Law and the Canadian Human 
Rights Foundation.
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