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THE OUTSIDE 0F THE HOUSE
IBy G. M. WESTAS each year rails by it is apparent that agreat'advancc is being made in aur stand-

ards of architectural design, and in no
branch of the profession is this moremarked than in the dlevelopment of our domestic

architecture. It is fitting that this sbouid be so,but while on the anc band mucb improvement: issbown, tbe wave of building wbicb bas swept overthe country has, in mnany cases, outstripped the lin-provement; and there are many architectural borrors
stili being perpetrated.

Doubtiess this is due Iargely ta the fact that inmiany instances, particularly among the bumbler
class of dwelling, no arcbitect or designer is em-ployed, and the builder then becomes the arcbitect.
Unfortunately, builders seem very prone ta feel thatinarder ta give a man "bis maucy's worth" andmake a satisfactory "show," it is necessary ta sup-ply in the one building features enougb for a dozen,and ta try out ail tbe available materiais by givinga faundation of stane or concrete, and, perbaps, afirst storey of brick or ciapboard and a second
finished with sbingles stained a violent bue.

Wlat to Wen a Iayman faces the problem
Build. of decidinig of wbat bis bouse shallntO be buiit, the wide choice af ma-teniaIs is passîbly rather stagger-ing, for the limitatiang of transportation and otherdevices wbicb forced oun farefathers ta buiid witbthe mateniials at band and therefore ta buiId simply
bave been ta a great extent rernoved. The tempta-
tian is ta try tea great a variety. Our bomnes shouidpretend ta be notbing but wbat tbey are, and we

coated with plaster. There are, around Toronto,
aid pebble dashed rough-cast bouses nearly fifty
years aId, witb the original piaster stili intact.

It is ridiculous ta imagine that ta be a success abouse must be built of stane, or brick, or of wood.
There are successfül examples of eacb. The troublearises wben we try ta adopt wood construction anddetails ta a masoncry bouse. Personal preference
is naturaily a large factor in aIl decisions, but itsbould always -be governed by good taste. If aman's, love of a certain site prompts him ta ;buildtbere, let him build in a style ta suit it, but if bisadmiration of a certain style governs'let hini thenselect a site ta barmonize instead ofý trying vainly
ta combine two antaganistic forces. Don't try taput a formai colonial bouse on same rocky point
wbere it wouid be sadly out of place.

Simplicity The two' nost essentialpoints ini
And any goodl design are simpiicity anid
Proplortion, proportion, and the "one material"bouse whicb is rapidly caming intofavour is a step wbicb heips us iargely in obtainingthe former. It is mucb easier ta avoid the temp-tation of putting in misceilaneous, meaningleas fea-turcs or ornaments,' if we are building aur bousefrom faundatian ta eaves of the one material thanif we are introducing a littie plaster here and a bitof clapboard there with a sbingled piece, stained adifferent colaur, araund the corner.

But simpiicity alonc wiIi nat make a bouse-four
walls and a roof with a few bales for windows wouidbe simple but flot nccessarily beautiful. Proportion
must bc borne in mind. For instance, it is almosta hopeless prablem ta make a bouse built an theplan of a square anytbing but ugly, while the samnearea cantaining a bouse witb the length twice itswidth will flot oniy gain a bundred per cent. in ap-
?earance, but it will permit of more -exposures in

Sion. Shingles are without doubt the most success-
fui and satisfactory materiai in general use ini ourcountry, though sometimes siates of beautiful colour-ingsý and textîures can be obtained for the moreexpensive houses. For country work, bowever,
shingles are always easily obtained and handled.

By careful planning and the use of the two storeyidea, we can avoid mucli unnecessary cutting up ofour roof surface with numerous dorniers and inter-secting gables. Similarly the cbimneys should beplanned to occur where the roof is highest, flotwhere it is low and they will have tq be carriedmany feet skyward to avoid down drafts. Keep.them. in the ridges of the roof, and if you have tocarry them up do flot make them simijlar to'the thin,spindly single flue erections wbich are so popular
with speculatiye builders.

Colour Another important point about theScheme. outside of the bouse is the colour
scheme, and here again we, mustraise the cry for simplicity. There is nothing moredistressing than ta see sa many bouses spoiled bythe use of a multiplicity of colour; the writer

rounted on a rather pretentiaus country home theother day no Iess tban seven different shades and
colours.

It is well to treat the roofs aIl in the anc shade,and is almost always in the case of brick stone orplastered dwellings advisablc to use only the one
colour, ofteni a cream, or a atone tint, for the re-mainder of tbe woodwork. There are,' of course,
exceptions syich as when shutters occur which must
receive special consideration.

In fact, in building a bouse, the appartunities, flotta say temptatians, for an unskilled designer ta
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