Aptommas, the Harpist

(Concluded from page 9.)

taken by performers. That is, he play-
ed “left-handed.” Fancy, if possible,
playing the . treble of the piano or or-
gan with the left hand and the bass
with the right! That is what he did!
He was a master of the harp before
pedals were introduced, when the rais-
ing of a mnote was accomplished by
twisting a key, somewhat similar to
those now used for tuning the instru-
ment. It was necessary to continue
playing with one hand while making a
sharp or flat with the other. Now, as
most persons know, the pedals do that
work, and both hands can be constantly
employed.

It would savour of repetition to
praise Aptommas’ playing. His reper-
toire comprised a long and varied list of
selections from the great masters and a
large number of original compositions.
Of all the instruments that have touch-
ed the ear of man, the harp stands fore-
most.  Under the sound of no other
can we so completely isolate ourselves
from the scenes of the present, and, as
it were, wrap around us the very at-
mosphere of the far past, and the dis-
tant future. The secret of this advan-
tage, however, is mot alone in its his-
torical interest, but is found quite as
much in the peculiar fascination with
which its tones reach the heart of the
listener. In the hands of this musician,
the harp swells to the volume of an
orchestra, or fades to the lisping hush
of a tiny breeze, and it is impossible to
hear the music without a regret that
the instrument has so few able expon-
ents. Aptommas, himself, was always
sanguine as to its future; he contended
that we shall soon tire of machine-made
musie, good as it is, and that we shall
revert to the harp, from which no me-
chanical contrivance can draw melody.
After hearing him play, one can only
fervently hope that he may be right!

His Difficulty.—Celebrated English
Actor (great success as Irishman in
Irish play)—“0Oi always think an actor
should spake the same accent off the
stage as on ut, whoile the play is run-
ning. Begorra, it makes him natural
in hig parrt.”

Touring Actor—“All very fine for you;
but I play a Scotchman at matinees
and an Irishman and a Frenchman in
the evening, and me a Welshman, look
you!”—Punch.
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Pert.—On the train out Medford way,
Subbubs got into conversation with a
stranger who remarked: “I see you are
putting up a good many new build-
ings.”

“Yes,” answered Subbubs; “new build-
ings are the only kind we put up.”-—
Boston Transeript.

Merciful—“What makes
that horrible shriek
automobile signal?”

“For humane reasons,” replied Mr:
Chuggins. “If I can paralyze a person
with fear he will keep still and I can
run to one side of him.”—Washington
Star.
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Unnecessary Stops.—"I see you have
disposed of that fine horse you bought
from the city.”

“Yes,” replied the regretful milkman;
“he hurt my business. He had been

sed for pulling a sprinkling cart, and
stopped at every hydrant.”—Judge.

2 ®

Too Precious.—“Did you puuish our
son for throwing a lump of coal at Wil-
lie Smiggs?” asked the careful mother.

“I did,” replied the busy father. “I
don’t care so much for the Smiggs boy,
but T can’t have anybody in this fam-
ily throwing coal around like that.”’—

ashington Star.
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Sassy.—Lady—“Why,

you carry
machine for an

you naughty

Oy. I mever heard such language since |

the day I was born.”

Small Boy—“Yes, mum; I s’pose
dere wuz a good deal of cussin’ de day
You wuz born.”—Tit-Bits.
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Very Plausible.—“I would have you to
now, sir, we came over with William
the Conqueror.” “It must have been
Some kind of a conqueror who could
Make you come over with anything.”’—
Baltimore American.
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THE NEW GOWN

To Smith, the winter had been a miserable one—cold, cheerless
rooms—uncomfortable both day and night—Wife and children ill
with colds and La Grippe—coal bills bigger than ever, and he was
very discouraged.

One evening his wife remarked on the new gown that Mrs.
George Jones was wearing. He said, “I don't see how that Jones
chap canafford it.” His wife replied, ‘* Well, Mrs. Jones was telling
me that they had put in a new boiler a couple of years ago.—At
the end of the first winter, Mr. Jones in going over his coal bills
found that notwithstanding the higher price of coal, they had spent
much less in cash than in previous years and laughingly gave Mrs.
Jones the difference, saying ‘ You can buy a dress with that’—So
every year since, she buys a dress with ‘Coal Money.”

He called on Jones the next day to see this wonderful heater. It
was called the PEASE “ECONOMY” BOILER. Jones explained
the many exclusive money-saving, heat-extracting features that
the PEASE “ ECONOMY " BOILER possesses.

Smith installed one and now his wife has gowns equally as good
as Mrs. Jones—The children are healthy—the house is always
warm and comfortable and happiness reigns supreme. Smith is
convinced that a PEASE “ECONOMY” BOILER ‘‘Pays for itself
by the coal it saves.” Write to-day for free booklet.

PEASE FOUNDRY COMPANY,

TORONTO
Hamilton Winnipeg
Factories—Brampton, Ontario
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Branches—Montreal
720

Vancouver

The Merchants Bank

of Canada

HEAD OFFICE - MONTREAL

President, Sir H. Montagu Allan.
Vice-President, K. W. Blackwell.
General Manager, E. F. Hebden.

Paid-up Capital $6,747,880
Reserve Fund and Undi-
vided Profits 6,559,478
187 BRANCHES IN CANADA.
General Banking Business Transacted.
SAVINGS DEPARTMENT at all
branches. Deposits of $1.00 and up-
wards received, and interest allowed
at best current rates.
TORONTO OFFICES:

13 Wellington St. West; 1400 Queen

St. West (Parkdale); 406-408 Par-
liament St.; Dundas St. and Ronces-
valles Ave.
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RESERVOIR PEN

Writes long letter with one filling. Always
ready. No coaxing. No blotting. Best for
ruling, manifolding and constant use. Fine
or medium points. Sent postpaid, 16 for zoc.,
3 doz. 4o0c., 6 doz. 75c. Postal Note or
Money Order. Money back if wanted. A. D.
HASTINGS, Dept. II-2, 393 Hargrave St.
Winnipeg.
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One Good Taste Deserves

Another of

RODUCED specially
for those who want
something better

It has a piquancy that

ALE

than “just ale.”
is irresistible !

Sold by All Good Dealers and Hotels

Brewed and Bottled by

DOMINION BREWERY CO.
LIMITED
TORONTO

Farming.

What You

Government Land .. o o vou o
Government Pr ices plus location charges in from one Section up.

You Can Subdivide This

This land is located in close proximity to the Pa.ciﬁc & Hudson Bay Railway, in a beautifu
valley, at an elevation of less than 2,500 feet, semi-coast climate, needing no irrigation, with
plenty of rainfall for the maturing of crops, and an ideal spot for Dairying, Ranching, or Mixed

If you are looking for land in Large or Small lots, and want it at First Price, THE GOVERN-
MENT PRICE, where prices can go but ONE WAY, and that is up, send for particulars to

APPLEFORD & CO.,

Ought to Know

We have located

in 40-80-160 and 320-acre farms and sell for from $12 to $25
per acre as others are doing to-day.

Suite 9-10 Imperial Block, 448 Seymour Street
Vancouver, B.C.

ESAAXSWERING : ARDVERTISEMENTS PLEASE - MENTION “THE CANADIAN COURIER.”




