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Farm Women of Alberta

A short tirne ago 1I read in a Winnipeg
farrn journal a littieo editorial headed,
"Why Another Organization?" in that
editorial the writer very gently and
kindly rebuked varions associations for
dnplicating work by each trying to de-
velop junior branches of their organizaý
tions instead of getting behind their
Varions provincial goveruments- and
baeking their agriculturai. club move-
ment.

If I eould take the wrter for a litti?.
tour through sorne of the Western rural
districts, if she could sec the groups of
'teen.age boys lounging their time away

imisemable littie viilage pool rooms or
"Chink" restaurants, if she couid catch
a few sentences of the kind of conversa-
lion that prevails in those places, per-
haps that would be ail that would be
necessary to convine ber that something
more than even Goverrnent Pig and
Calf Clubs were necessary for the de-
velopment of our future rural citizens.

Again, the writer of tbat oditorial
takes issue with the idea of trying -to
keep the cbiidren in the fold, as it were,
so that being trained i the.ways.of tho
pfteut society when they are young, they
WillBot depart frorn them when grown2'

Speaking for the oxly organization for
which I arn at ail qualified to speak-
the organized Farm Women's Associa-
tion-I should like to point ont that this
does not convey at ail the fulnesa of our
thought with regard to the junior
branches we are trying to build.

lu the firet place, those who have the
greatest sympathy and under8tanding of
the farmers' movement do not look upon
it mereiy as a movement whicb wili
benefit one class. The ideals of -the or-
ganized farmers are the ideals of
demoeracy the world over. Econornie
justice, work and opportunity for ail, ai
square deal for humanity and special
privileges for none, clean government, a
kren senie of the responsibilities as1
well as the rights of citizenship-these1

things are snreiy no class creed, but a
working forward to that Chrîstianizing
of our social order towgrds wbich aU
thoughtful peoele are looking.

And for the purpose of inculeating
these great pri*scipies, best learned la
youth, the farm women's organizations
formed their junior branches. Iu those
junior branches they look to deveiop
leaders in those principles among the
growing boys and girls which will be of
inestimable value te the future of the
country. Are these principies taught in
the goverrnment controiled club move-
ment ? Perhaps they are. I do flot
know. But are we flot running into al-
most too much paternaiism i our
governments? Should we not develop
a stronger type of people by encouraging
them te bave the initiative to'deveiop
their own organizations? Continuai
leaning on the government ani the pub.
lic treasury ii flot the best way to push
the grabbing band and the patronage
system out of existence. It is flot only
in government offices that the patronage
systern existe, and government controiled
organizations give the politicians a won-
derful lever should tbey wish te use it
for their own ends.

AgricuItural boys' and girls' clubs wil
doubtless help te7 impart the knowiedge
of scientiic stock feeding and develop-
ment, and so heip to better farm condi-
tions, but we are flot se sanguine that
they wiii develop a higher type of Can-
adian citizenship, and some of ns are
more concerned with developing this last
than- in developing the stock industry.
We would flot, of course, dare to make
this statement before any of our honor-
able Ministers of Agriculture.

Oly the other day it was announced
in Alberta that, the Hon. Duncan Mahr-
shall ias going te spend $35,000 for the
purclsase of two stailions for the pro-
vince, and the press gave him big head-
lines and mach pnblicity for his
generosity. lu another little columu it

waa announeed tbat the same govern-
ment was going to- aliow 5OOfor
mothers' ailowances. Soniething- dis-,
torted about the two sets of figures, isn*t
there? But, then, the horse industry is
of such importance to Alberta, is it not ?
We ean aiways get immigrants to MI1 up
the land, and a nice. littie bonus of so
much a bead wiil bring al we need, so
why worry about the widows and
orphans in their affliction.

Self Help

Somebody once wrote a book on "Self
Help." I think we should have a new,
up-to-date book on the same subject for
the benefit of tbe Canadian people. 0f
course, wê are working towards different
degrees of State Socialism and we may
arrive at the time wben our paternal
government wiil tell us when to get Up,
and when to go to bed, what we may
eat, and where withal we rnay be clothed.
What effect ail this is going to bave on
the individual I sometimes wonder.
The strongest, stoutest, most finelv de-
veloped trees are those that fromý the
days when the seed flrst sprouted from
the soil bave stood alone, witbout props
or shelter, because the winds of Heaven
battered thern from every quarter; they
sent down roots strong and true to hold
them firmiy in their place. On their own
strength they relied to meet whatever
tempest beat about them. The same
principle bas developed most of the
world's finest men and women. The
same principle develops the finest or-
ganizations. Effort is what develops mien
and women; self belp is the tonie we al
need.

Pers-onally, I do not tbink an'y people
'wbo are bottle-fed from the government
treasuries can ever develop a clean,
sturdy citizenship, free from the taint
of the patronage system, and unclean
politics. 11o10lon.- as we keep on taking
favors f rom a government, so long shali
we hear the common remark from
political workers before election time,
"0f course, you couid not think of vot-
ing against a government that bas beenso good to Yoû!" And probably you

wouldn't thougb in your heart you

reglized they were rotten to the core!

The Avtrage Rural Comniunity

Some of the editors of our.farmn papers
have lived many years in cities, and have
perhaps lost touch a trifie with the reai
rural if e. Tbey do flot any longer seem
to see a vivid picture in their mind's eye
of an average little prairie community,
the drabness, the crudeness, the lack 0f
romance about it ail - that picturesque
romance which breathes from every cot.
tage and hedgerow of tihe old European
countries. Think of a little Engliish vil.
lage nestling anion., its Centuries-old
trees, the village green, the winding vil-
lage street, with its vine-covered cot-
tages, and their little front gardens gay
with flowering tbings. and contrast it
with one of our prairie villages: The
ugliest building man can perpetrate,
wanting in paint, adorned with- weeds,
in cans, ash heaps, treeless, flowerless,
devoid of any beautv, or any pride. la-
stead of a village green, where on sum-
mer evenings gather the boys and young,
men of the neighborhood for games of
cricket, we bave the ubiquitous pool
room for sole recreation of the prairie
boys.

Whose business is it to provide an ai.
ternative to this? We bave abolished
the bar, let us hope forever. Some talk
of abolishing the pool room. But abolish-
ing the bar bas not abolished drinking
by any means. The Attorney-General
for Alberta is responsible for the state-
ment that 60 per cent of the men of Al.
berta are breaking the liquor laws. Not
a very good advertisement for Alberta
men by the way. Abolislsing pool rooms
will net help prairie boys very much if
we do flot put something else in their
place And bere again, is where or-
ganization cornes in, and more especially
the farmers' organizations and the farm
women's organizations; they beyond
anvone know the needs of their own
boys and girls. If in their homes they
cannot provide the recreation required,
let them organize their community for
recreation, let them build their owvn om-
munity hall, and have pool there under

proper conditions.

Increewe Your Production! By Using

Pat re 9 sRELIABLE SEEDS 'AND HARDY
~- atore SHOME GROWN FRUIT TREES

MAAIàBIGGUE AND BITTER
GARD>EN TRIS TuaI

Procure seeds of kuown quality. W. test
our secds in our greenhousea before packet-
ing. Our thirty-five ycar' teating end
growing seeda here in the West han gilen
uls an unequalled experience that la behind
everything we smcL.

TO OIT GOOD CROPS TOU MUST
R&VLGOOD SIED

Our Garden Sceda are aIl teated in our
greenhouaca during the winter aeason, no
that they may be dcpendcd upon as beang
of good germination and vitality. Wc grow
many' cf the sceds wc cHfer, which enable
us te make aur prices so moderato cern-
parcd te many other catalogues.

WHY HAVE WIND-SWEPT CROPS?

PLANT TREES

FOR ORNAMENTAL HEDGES
Per UM

100.000 Caragana. 1-2 feet higli at ... .$5.64
50.000 Lilac. 2-3 feet highSt ... 5.00

150.000 Cottonwood. Russisu Poplars
and Willows, 3 feet high, at..5.0

FGR SHADE OR SHELTER

Straight Young Treca

Cottonwood. Maple. Ash or Elm. 5 to
10 ftet ........... iéc to $1.00 each.

Thousands of Crab Apples and Plum
1I rees, Currant Bustes, Raspberry, Straw-
berry and other fruits, etc.

We are special agents for Messrs. Sutton
& Sons, of Reading, England. We list in
end Catalogue the hardest varietiea of
their World Fanied Sceda in scaled packets.

NEW EVERREARING STRAWBERR Y
Th* GIstut AcquiItioDn tetmduffl mb the West to Provide Presh Frut Constantly

HARDY MINNESOTA GROWN CORN
NÇot the cheap Southern Corn

Bus.
North-West Dent ....... 4.50
Minnesota 13............. 4.50
Red Cob Ensilage........ 3.50
Yellaw Dent ............ 3.00

MILLETS
Common..........7.00
Siber-jan .................... 00
Japaznese ................ 9.50

SORGHUM or
Sugar Cane ............ 12.00
Field Peas...............00
Timothy................. 15.00

Note the vigoraus groivtl. the bernes lun aIl sizes (somne rire) and tiowers sil oss nlg formore fruit. This plot was planted first weel, in Mas. %%"e ke.! -;strmb-isfo t2

of lun. nd1,l, ~ .l -ripestrass be les from 1*1 --Write To-dayfor Oun 1919 Catalogue mdl fo r.t,&:~~*~~NUIl5eeyi.. r!tebr Ot h

in whiclî we Eist ail the hardicat and best
varieties of Vegetables and Flower Seeds,Frsu Seead tatOs hessFAdr
aruts rees Poand hs, rse, drThePatmore N ursery CosProfusely Illustrated and Cultural &'1S8Directions. ]BRANDON, Man. EI18 SASKATOON, Sask.

5 Bus.
or over.

34.00
4.00
3.00
2.50

BROME, WESTERN RYE, RED TOP.
and other grasses.

SEED POTATOES
Ail Standard Varieties

50 Bus.
Bus, or over.

Bovee ........... 2.25 31.50
Early Ohio.......2.25 1.50
Wee MacGregor......... 2.25 1.50
American Woander........ 25 1.50
Mlortgage Lifter and other varieties.
It pays ta get aur Seed Potatoes; they

do well in Western Soils. We grow fromn
50 ta 70 acres of Seed Potatoes each year.

ROSE PLANTS
Postpaid, 6 for 31.00

These youlig plants are grawn in Green-
]Louses on their own roats, and are suitable
for Planting out in Garden> or for pot cul-
ture in house. WilI commence flowering
in Jul-some varieties earlier. Tliese in-
clude varieties of Hardy Perpetual Roses,
Hardy Rugosa Rases, Tea Roses. Ever-
bloomning Tea Roses, Climbing Roses and
1-- M'ses
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