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Written for The Western Home Monthly by Irene Parlby, President of the United
Farm Women of Alberta

A short time ago I read in a Winnipeg
farm journal a little” editorial headed,
“Why Another Organization?” In that
editorial the writer very gently and
kindly rebuked various associations for
duplicating work by each trying to de-
velop junior branches of their organiza:
tions instead of getting behind their
various provincial governments and
backing their agricultural club move-
ment.

If I could take the writer for a little
tour through some of the Western rural
districts, if she could see the groups of
’teen age boys lounging their time away
in miserable little village pool rooms or
“Chink” restaurants, if she could catch
a few sentences of the kind of conversa--
tion that prevails in those places, per-
haps that would be all that would be
necessary to convince her that something
more than even Government Pig and
Calf Clubs were necessary for the de-
velopment of our future rural citizens.

Again, the writer of that editorial
takes issue with the idea of trying “to
keep the children in the fold, as it were,
80 that being trained in the ways.of the
paent society when they are young, they
will not depart from them when grown.”

Speaking for the only organization for
which I am at all qualified to speak—
the organized Farm Women’s Associa-
tion—I should like to point out that this
does not convey at all the fulness of our
thought with regard to the junior
branches we are trying to build.

In the first place, those who have the
greatest sympathy and understanding of
the farmers’ movement do not look upon
it merely as a movement which will
benefit one class. The ideals of the or-
ganized farmers are the ideals of
democracy the world over. Economic
justice, work and opportunity for all, a
square deal for humanity and special
privileges for none, clean government, a
keen sense of the responsibilities as
well as the rights of citizenship—these

Patmore’s

MAKE A BIGGER AND BETTER
GARDEN THIS YEAR

Procure seeds of known quality. We test
our seede in our greenhouses before packet-
ing. Our thirty-five years’ testing and
growing seeds here in the West has given
us an unequalled experience that is behind
everything we sell,

TO GET GOOD CROPS YOU MUST
HAVE.GOOD SEED

Our Garden Seeds are all tested in our
greenhouses during the winter season, so
that they may be depended upon as being
of good germination and vitality. We grow
many of the seeds we offer, which enable
us to make our prices so moderate com-
pared to many other catalogues.

WHY HAVE WIND-SWEPT CROPS?
PLANT TREES
FOR ORNAMENTAL HEDGES

Per 100
100,000 Caragana, 1-2 feet high at ...$5.00
50,000 l.ilac, 2-3 feet high, at ...... 5.00

150.000 Cottonwood., Russian Poplars
and Willows, 3 feet high, at

FCR SHADE OR SHELTER
Straight Young Trees

Cottonwood, Maple, Ash or Elm. 5 to
10 feet 50c to $1.00 each.

Thousands of Crab Apples and Plum
Trees, Currant Bushes, Raspberry, Straw-
berry and other fruits, etc.

We are special agents for Messrs. Sutton

things are surely no class creed, but a
working forward to that Christianizing
of our social order towards which all
thoughtful people are looking.

And for the purpose of inculcating
these great principles, best learned in
youth, the farm women’s organizations
formed their junior branches. In those
junior branches they look to develop
leaders in those principles among the
growing boys and girls which will be of
inestimable value to the future of the
country. Are these principles taught in
the government controlled club move-
ment?  Perhaps they are. I do not
know. But are we not running into al-
most too much paternalism in our
governments?  Should we not develop
a stronger type of people by encouraging
them to have the initiative to develop
their own organizations? Continual
leaning on the government and the pub-
lic treasury is not the best way to push
the grabbing hand and the patronage
system out of existence. It is not only
in government offices that the patronage
system exists, and government controlled
organizations give the politicians a won-
derful lever should they wish to use it
for their own ends.

Agricultural boys’ and girls’ clubs will
doubtless help to impart the knowledge
of scientific stock feeding and develop-
ment, and so help to better farm condi-
tions;, but we are not so sanguine that
they will develop a higher type of Can-
adian citizenship, and some of us are
more concerned with developing this last
than' in developing the stock industry.
We would not, of course, dare to make
this statement before any of our honor-
able Ministers of Agriculture.

Only the other day it was announced
in Alberta that the Hon. Duncan Mar-
shall was going to spend $35,000 for the
purchase of two stallions for the pro-
vince, and the press gave him big head-
lines and much publicity for his
generosity. In another little column it

THE WESTERN HOME MONTHLY

was announced that the same govern-
ment was going to_allow §25,000 for
mothers’ allowances. Something 'dxf-
torted about the two sets of figures, isn’t
there? But, then, the horse industry is
of such importance to Alberta, is it not?
We can always get immigrants to fill up
the land, and a nice, little bonus of so
much a head will bring all' we need, so
why worry about the widows and
orphans in their affliction.

Self Help

Somebody once wrote a book on “Self
Help.” I think we should have a new,
up-to-date book on the same subject for
the benefit of the Canadian people. Of
course, wé are working towards different
degrees of State Socialism and we may
arrive at the time when our paternal
government will tell us when to get up,
and when to go to bed, what we may
eat, and where withal we may be clothed.
What effect all this is going to have on
the individual I sometimes wonder.
The strongest, stoutest, most finely de-
veloped trees are those that from the
days when the seed first sprouted from
the soil have stood alone, without props
or Ehelter, because the winds of Heaven
battered them from every quarter; they
sent down roots strong and true to hold
them firmly in their place. On their own
strength they relied to meet whatever
tempest beat about them. The same
principle has developed most of the
world’s finest men and women. The
same principle develops the finest or-
ganizations. Effort is what develops men
and women; self help is the tonic we all
need.

Personally, I do not think any people
who are bottle-fed from the government
treasuries can ever develop a clean,
sturdy citizenship, free from the taint
of the patronage system, and unclean
politics. So long as we keep on taking
favors from a government, so long shall
we hear the common remark from
political workers before election time,
“Of course, you could not think of vot-
ing against a government that has been
so good to you!” And probably you

Increase Your Production! By USing

RELIABLE SEEDS AND HARDY
HOME GROWN FRUIT TREES

NEW EVERBEARING STRAWBERRY

The Greatest Acquisition Yet Introduced into the West to Provide Fresh Fruit Constantly

$1.00 per Dozen postpaid
$7.00 per 100 postpaid

Photo taken in
our Nursery

& Sons, of Reading, England. We list in o ¥ .
and Catalogue the hardest varieties of Note the vigorous growth, the berries in all sizes (some rire) and flowers still showing for
their World Famed Seeds in sealed packets. more fruit. This plot was planted first week in May., We g ! ripe strawberries fr : o

of Ju
Write To-day for Our 1919 Gahlogue middle of October. %

The Patmore Nursery Co.

Est'd 1883

in which we list all the hardiest and best
varieties of Vegetables and Flower Seeds,
Fruits. Trees and Shrubs, Grasses, Fodders
and Seed Potatoes.

Profusely Illustrated and Cultural
Directions.

ne, and continued

BRANDON, Man.

picking ripe strawbergies every day

SASEATOON, Sask,

wouldn’'t though in your heart you
realized they were rotten to the core!

The Average Rural Community

Some of the editors of our farm papers
have lived many years in cities, and have
perhaps lost touch a trifle with the rea]
rural life. They do not any longer seem
to see a vivid picture in their mind’s eye
of an average little prairie community,
the drabness, the crudeness, the lack of
romance about it all —that picturesque
romance which breathes from every cot-
tage and hedgerow of the old European
countries. Think of a little English vi)-
lage nestling among its centuries-old
trees, the village green, the winding vi}-
lage street, with its vine-covered cot-
tages, and their little front gardens gay
with flowering things, and contrast it
with one of our prairie villages: The
ugliest building man can perpetrate,
wanting in paint, adorned with weeds,
in cans, ash heaps, treeless, flowerless,
devoid of any beauty, or any pride. In-
stead of a village green, where on sum-
mer evenings gather the boys and young
men of the mneighborhood for games of
cricket, we have the ubiquitous pool
room for sole recreation of the prairie
boys.

Whose business is it to provide an al-
ternative to this? We have abolished
the bar, let us hope forever. Some talk
of abolishing the pool room. But abolish-
ing the bar has not abolished drinking
by any means. The Attorney-General
for Alberta is responsible for the state-
ment that 60 per cent of the men of Al-
berta are breaking the liquor laws. Not
a very good advertisement for Alberta
men by the way. Abolishing pool rooms
will not help prairie boys very much if
we do not put something else in their
place  And here again, is where or-
ganization comes in, and more especially
the farmers’ organizations and the farm
women’s organizations; they beyond
anyone know the needs of their own
boys and girls. If in their homes they
cannot provide the recreation required,
let them organize their community for
recreation, let them build their own com-
munity hall, and have pool there under
proper conditions.

HARDY MINNESOTA GROWN CORN
Not the cheap Southern Corn

5 Bus.
Bus. or over.
North-West Dent ....... $4.50 $4.00
Minnesota 13 ........... 450 4.00
Red Cob Ensilage ....... 3.50 3.00
Yellow Dent ............ 3.00 250
MILLETS
Common ................ $7.00
Siberian ............... .. 8.00
Japanese ........... ... .. 9.50
SORGHUM or
Sugar Cane ............ $12.00
Field Peas ............. 8.00
Timothy ............... 15.00

BROME, WESTERN RYE, RED TOP
and other grasses.

SEED POTATOES
All Standard Varieties

50 Bus.

Bus. or over.
Bovee .................. $2.25 $1.50
Early Ohio ......... ... 225 1.50
Wee MacGregor ........ 225 1.50
American Wonder ....... 225 1.50

Mortgage Lifter and other varieties.

It pays to get our Seed Potatoes; they
do well in Western Soils. We grow from
50 to 70 acres of Seed Potatoes each year.

ROSE PLANTS
Postpaid, 6 for $1.00
These young plants are grown in Green-
]_10::scs on their own roots, and are suitable
for Planting out in Garden or for pot cul-
ture in house. Will commence flowering
in July—some varieties earlier. These in-
clude varieties of Hardy Perpetual Roses,
Hardy Rugosa Roses, Tea Roses, Ever-

Llooming Tea Roses, Climbing Roses and
Moss Roses.
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