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No. 63.] BILL. [1857.

An Act to incorporate Parish Mutual Assurance Associa-
tions in Lower Canada.

‘E] HEREAS it would be highly advantageous and desirable that
: the Parishes of Lower Canada should be empowered to. form .a
Mutual Assurance Association, for the purpose of affording mutual as-
sistance to each other in case of the destruction by fire of houses and
buildings erected in the country parts only, and without'the limits of .the
Towns and Villages forming part of Parishes, and that a legal existence
should be secured to the said Association : Therefore Her Majesty, &ec.,
enacts as follows:

1. The Parishes of Lower Canada at present in existence, and all other
Parishes to be hereafter ‘erected, which by virtue of the provisions of
this Act and of the By-laws of the said Associatiom, shall form part thereof,
shall be and they are hereby constituted a body politic and corporate,
under the name of “The Parish Mutual Assurance Association ot Lower
Canada,” and under that name the said Association shall have perpetual
succession, and all.other the ordinary rights and privileges of Corpora-
tions ; Provided always, that nothing in this Act contained shall have the
effect of obliging any Pacish to form part of the said Association, but
each Parish may under this Act be constituted an Association separately,
and insuch case it shall be called the Mutual Assurance Association of
the Parish of .

1. The said Association shall not be composed of a less number than
twenty persons ; and any such number of persons, or more, after having
given public notice at the door of the Parish Church on two
consecutive Sundays, and in one newspaper, during one month previous,
may hold a public meeting, at which the President, the Vice President, the
Directors, the Treasurer, and the Secretary shall be chosen and appointed,
and such Association when so formed, shall have power to make such
rules and regulations as ihey shall deem necessary for the good working and
proper administration thereof, and from time to time to repeal, alter, and
amend the same ; Provided always, that the said rules and regulations shall
not be inconsistent with the laws, customs, and usages in force in this
Province, and that they shall be made at a special public meeting assem-
bled for that purpose, in the ordinary manner ; and provided also, that the
said Association shall be bound to hold . ublic meetings on the first Tues-
days of the months of January and July in each year, and that the said
Association shall render an account of its affairs annually at the meeting
in the month of July.

1. It shall not be lawful for the said Association to assure or accept
anyrisk on houses and buildings other than dwelling houses, barns,

40 stables, cow-houses, aud other buildings for the use of farms, situated

and being in the country parts only, and without the limits of all towns
and villages ; and it shall not be lawful for the said Association to ecffect
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