
4 ALSKA BoUIN-DARY QUESTION.

Captain Irving, the present mnager of the Caiadian Pacifie Steamboat and Navigation
Co., an experienced and able navigor on 'thiscoast, who navigated the SiJiJor two years \
when~business commenced in-that district.in 1873-74, -states that the depthof4w"ater from the
mouth of the river to .Buck's, 30 miles up, is from 6 . 8 feet at low water, easily navigçble
for steamers drawing less than six feet, thus effordinug on the river an available British port,
to which goods from Victoria and the other ports oI British Columbia' could be forwarded
without transshipmnent, and under the Treaty with free navigation for'purposes of corifinerce,
avoiding ail question of expense, delay; or irritation «çith the American authorities at Fort
Wrangel. Captain Irving was himself subjected to the most arbitraryzftnd inexcusable imposi-

& tion by the Custom, House officers at Fort Wrangel, resulting in the illegal seizure of his steamer
and the loss of several thousana dollars, for which he had ultimately.to seek redress .in the
Courts of the United States. -

At this place called Buck's, 30 miles up the-river, in 1876,. a French Canadiàn, named
Choquette, carried'on a very large trade with the Indians of the tieighbourhood, who, from old
aspooiations with the Hudson's Bay Company, peferred dealing ipT British goods. The extent
of Choquette's business may be estimated from the fact that frop one firm alone in Victoria
his purchases amounted to $25,000 ann ally, anc his Sales severý4 times in one day àlone to a
single Indian would amount to $1,200. in\blankets, by way of barter, a blanket, fromD the old
Hudson's Bay Cpmpany's custom, being a.unit of value. -

It was the policy of -the American authorities to divert Shis trade to the American
markçts, and, in October, 1876,. Choquette was- served with ap î official notification from the
Cust'm House authorities in Alaska, to remove from bis place' of business or pay, American
duties on his stock, giving him until the spring of 1877 to.oey

To see more imm ion o tais circumstatice, it is to be mentioned that
in , to avoid difficulties likely to arise froni this undefined boundary, it had been agreed
betw en the Custom House authorities of fhe United -States at Alaska and the Dominion
aut opities of British Columbia, but without- any direciýon or sanction from the Dominion
G vernment, to establish, pending or until a final settlement, a conventional line, crossing the
river about two miles below "Buck's," which up to that timehad been recognized as admittedly
within British territory; and in the vicinity, not far froni Buck's, Mr. Hamley, the Collector
of Customs for British Columbia, had -stationed a ievenue officer; Mr. Hunter, to -collect the

iDoiminion duties.
Éinding, after a short time, that in so extremely isolated a position, it would not be safe

for a revenue officer with moneys-colected to remain, or reasonably concluding so from- the
reputationof the Indians and the dangerous characters resorting to the mines,,Mr. Hamley
deemed-it prudent to remóve his officer to Glenora, the head of boat navigation on the river,
where a vigorous settlement had sprung up, and where the duti.es colle.ted in the -easons of
1875 and 1876, extending from June to September, amounted td nearly $10,000.

I making this remâval; Mr. Hamley did it for the protection of the public funds and the
safety of the public oficer. It is presumed, however, that the local American authorities re-
garded .it, or assuined to regard it, as an admission or abandonment, and immediately claimed
the boundary line to be 30 or 40 miles further up the river, or about 60 from its mouth,'and
ac9ordingly served Choquette with the iotificatioiyabove-mentionecl.

It is proper here to observe that Choguette's case -was, by letter dated the 16th October,
1876, communicated by Mr. Justice Gray, the Judge of the .Supreme Court who had been
l ôlding the Assizes at Cassiar, to tlie Dominion Government; and an arrangement was made
between Canada end~the' nited States, by which the threatened action of the American author-
itiesat Alaska was stayed,

Thus 'we have the fact, not only that there is à good trade on the Stikine, but that there
are facilities for preserving -and- extending that trade within the lower of tlie Dominion
Government, while there is danger of losing it by delay in effecting a settlement of the dispute
as- té the boundary. -

Other important considerations aré also involved, which -Ma have t' o
negotiation, ratherthan the demand

'Under the Treaty of Washington, in 1871, it was questioned whet er the right of naviga-
tion of the Stikinq hal not been-narroved: -

• By the Conv&htion of 1825, between Russia and Great Britain, in f ree at thê tinie 6f the
..transfer to the United States, there -was no expPess limitation as i: the p rpose for which the
navigation was to be used. e

By the Treaty of Washington, made sihco the ransfer, it *as expressly limited to com-
merce. This raised the question as to the right of he Dominion Government ,to transport
criminals-arrested-Qr convicted th-ough that part of t e Stikine undoubtedly within American


