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THE TRUE SPIRIT 0F CHRISTMAS
A Story of How the Christmas Spirit and Cupid Worked Together

By KATE H. MILES

HRISTMAS without miucix
* noney to spend is bard, but

Christmnas without any of
the true spirit of the day is
unbearable."

Nancy Langford spoke the
words aloud, althougix there
was no one to hear. She
was se thoroughly in earnest
that sfic felt she mnust relieve

S ber feelings b>' getting -some
of tixose heated thoughts off
her mnd, so spoke tbem
out :to the crisp, f rosty, De-
ceimber air, through wqxich

she was traveling swiftly, settled comfortably in
the ivarm tausk ox robes which made the lght
and daintil>' bult pung a luxuriouS resting place,
and dra'wn b>' a spirited littie chestnust iare, wvho
seemed to enjoy the pace she was setting over the
smooth, rwell-packed snow of the country road.
There seemed no reason, if one coul judge b>' ap-
pearances, why the driver of this turnout, herseif
arrayed in a big fur coat, fur-gauntled gloves, and
fur hat with a scar-let wîng on its side, should be-
moan the lack of ýthat sprit whiclx it seerns at this
paricular season should permeate everybody witbîn
thxe radius of Christi-afity and the Cbristmxs stor>'.
l=ee, one could not discern,[ even alter a careful
sure> f the attractive face beneatîx the close fur
hat-alimost the color of the little tendrils of hair
which curled upg around itFs edge-aiiy deep-rooted
evidence of diszontent or mnelaxcholy. It was a ser-
io&s face, and j1ust now there was a pucker bet'ween
thxe golden brown eyes, and a littie droop of sad-
ness to the moutb, Yet the eyes observed and
twinfled in sympathy 'wîth a squirrcl who whisked
with -business-like bhaste along a fence rail, and the
corners of the drooping mxouth went up in a sinle
which sent a glow straighbt to the heart of the
samal boy who reccived it as he stood fastened ini
lus tracks b>' the snowdrift into which hc had
plunged and waited for bier to pass.

"There are aIl the Wheelers, or as enany as can

get near the window," sfic nused, the droop re-
turning, althougli she did noFt forget toe wave ber
hand te the faces ini the wàndow, waitdxrng so ex-
pectantl>'. "Poor kiddies, they *îhnk VIm going to
town to buy their' Clristmaus presents, 1 suppose,
and of course Fixe>' won't be able te understand whexx
tixe> find èhe>' have been left out entirel>'. It sernied
thxe riglit thing, when Mother and I decided that,
as we couldn't afford to spend as axuch i oney for
Christmas gifts as we usually do, we should cut
Fthe neigbborlxood failies out of our list. We have
saved mone>' and time, for the cooking bas been s0
mucix less with onl>' our own fasnly to consider,
but we've losF, l know îwe've lest so much -more
liappiness * thfie actual reducing of housebold
expenses can ever rcpay. 1 know Mother isn't
satisfied, and l'mn actually sorry 1 have te go ito

town--and it's the day before Christmas."
Soliloquizing along this line, Nancy' let ¶ier little

mare dasix over fixe srnoothly-frozen road at iFs
own Pace and they' were soon opposite the town
whicb la>' stretclxed along the bank of the broad
river, wbose covering of pure and glîstening cry-
stals was sparkling and glittering in the sunlight.
She guided the livel>' little beast down thxe bank,
then sighed deeply.

"It's a beautiful world and ideal Cbristmias
waLt'her. I1smust tr>' and catch some of Fthe rielu
spirit which insufficiexit attention or something bas
failed to devclop in myseîf."

She did ber best F0 keep thxe pucker frein her
forehead and thxe droop froen Flhe corners of ber
moutix, but it was hard te set these rnood varies for
fair, whexx, after leaving her horse at a stable and
finishing ber few last-'minute crrarids, sbc wandered
through the busy, good-natured crowds li the shops
and saw tixe toys and books and inexpensive gifts
in suoli quantities-aiid the poor little Wbeelers
were waiting and watching se hopefuli>'

"ýOh, you poor kiddies,' sixe thoug'ht' li despair.
"Why are you so man>'? I couldn't get one little
gif t for eacix and bave a parcel 'worth while withouit
the candy anxd cookies and other things which 1
haven't «et home."

Thiixgs befbre thxe golden flrown cyea grew nist>',
se their o'wner was siartled when a voice at ber
elbow spoke lier naine.

"Ilullo, Miss Nancy'? I.p te your eyes in
shopping?"

She rianaged te smile at Fthe big brorad-shouldered
f elow who had 'worked his way te lier corner, and
she hoped he did net notice the drcop anxd the lack
of clieerfillness. His glance scered te rest on seine-
thing. satisfying te iFs owxxer, and bhis expression
would lead one F0 believe tbat tbere was ne lack in
wvhat hc had found.

"Net Iaif as ýfar Up F0 xuy eyes as 1 would like te
fie," she confessed in a tone w¶icb plainly irnplied
Fbat there was more te tell.

Nancy knew ýthis mlan, Harold Binne>', the yonung
manager of onie of Fthe local banica, very well, as
she did alFthe eligible young men abtout town, but
she was surprised at lier feeling cf pleasitre i this

encounter and at fier sudden desire to pour out te
hlm ber tale of woe.

"I neyer beard a lady make a reinark like t-hat
before. You arouse my> curiosit>', for, strangel>'
enougli, I was just Fthinking along this ver>' lne-.
wisbing I knew of some poor yQung beggars who
wuiuld appreciate a few pennies spent on themi.
Tfiat's tbe real Christmxas idea un imy mind-not
Fiis empty nxcaninglessexcixange of obligations. I
bave just got away £rom tixe bank and I've been
wisaing I bad sonie real tChristmas shopping to do.
Was rixat your idea-sigbing for suitable subj ects
for your efforts? I dare say we can find sute. if
we go about it properly."

Nancy's golden br'own eyes were clear and direct
and sparkling as shle gazed at Fthe pleasant face
above lier un a speculative fashion as thoug~h debat-
ing 'whether or neot sfic would spcak

"I sec you've got something on yomr ni.nd, Miss
Nancy, so can't you share iF? If you know of
someone wbo ivill i lFihe bill for our Chiristmnas
pbilantbropic efforts, it's your plain dut>' F0 con-
fide in mie. If you will you'hl lie distrihuting kind-
ness in more than one direction."

"I 'believe," said Nancy slowly and uncertainl>',
'I believe l'Il tell yen about the ýWfeelers."

"Good for you. I knew you fiad a good card.
Tell mie about Fihe Wlieelers -by al sieans, and
wbile you are elling me can't we test tixat sbop-
per's lunch wixicbFlie 'Pains' peopîle advertise?"

A very few minutes bad wrought a marvellous
change in Nancy's feelings. Her poor little
Wheelers were lookng and }ogng for a sixare, a
wee Fln>' share, of Christnxas; this big-hiearted and
big-bodied mnan was anxious for a suitable oppor-
tunit>' to show his -faithin i the season's teaeixing.
Surel>' it would be riglit for ail concerned tixat shc
shouki xinburden ier beart. Tixus she reasoned as
the>' worked their way up Fthe crowded street, chat-
Fing «ail>', and noting now and again, wîtix newly-
aroused interest, scime specîal lgure in the tbrong,
which toucbed then i wth its unconsclous joy or
pathos. An old nian, poori>' clad and fient with age
and rhleumatism, stuniping along witix a cane,
brouglit a lump Fo Nancy's throat wixen she saw
the brigbtness of bis face and the smnile of intereat
and admiration lie cast, as she and bier attendant
passed close b>'. Wlxen sixe saw a group of happy
youngsters standing entranccd before -a Santa
Claus, 'wio was performing ln a sliop 'wirxdow, lier
heart warmed towards tlic would-be patron of lier
un-Santa Claused unes.

%AMd now for Fixe Wlieelers," smÎled lier com-
panion across Flic littie table as Flic> waited for the
sixoppers' luncheon of baked beans and brown hread
and aroiniatic coffee.

It's ratixer bard F0 tellI ou aIl about lt," con-
fcssed Nancy, locfing out cf Fthe indow with un-
seeing eyes, "but l'Il have te Fr>' or you 'won't under-
stand." Bravel>', with iow and then a little glance
of appeal for sympatx>'at the sfient and interested
listener, éhe told of thxe necessit>' for lcssening thxe
Christmnas expenses and of Fthc doleful result as
far as tlic Wieelers uvere concerne

"I didn't even malce soine cakes and candy for
theni, and I just can't bear te Fixinlu of tibeir dis-
appointment. I have known all week that sonie-
thing was wrung and to-day it came te me in full
force wlxat it was.»

"Tbanks," said Flic man ssnpl> wlxen sixe bad
flnisbled lier stor>'. "l'il show rny belief in your
truie spirit b>' saylng I'm «lad youir Whleclers are
unprovided ýfor, and glad and grateful for thec
epportuinit> you are giving mie. Let's caF something
aixd ien make a lisF of fixe entire Wheeler famnil>'
witui suggestions for gifts for each. IWhy, Flie pros-
pect of suite reali Sant-a Clatis work gives me an
appetite that makes tixese beans look good F0 me."

Nancy was happ'y, and wiïen Binne>' produce<j
pencil and notebook and fade lier begin witb a 11sF
of possibilities fruom which tlic> might later cixeose
a reailit> for FixeCristmas pleasure of Mrs. Whecler
she gave lierself over FtFixe jo>' of tlic ask. Tflrougix
Fixe fainily tixe>' wut, fron fMiss Valerie 'Wheeler,
agcd ifteen, wbose naine struc awc te lier faîry
godfatlxer, down tFie seven steps te Nancy',Ftxe baby
of two Ycears.

"Nancy," murnured Binne>' absent-mindedl>', as
he wrote Fixe naine, "brown eyes and ixair witix real
live gold in tuern. Nancy' iust have sometixing
crinison, roses perlxaps?"

"If you could sec littIe Nancy's auburn curîs you
would siudder at the Fiouelt of crimson, laughied
the possessor of Flic red-locked one's naine. "A
nice, cOmfortaible, uribrealcable dol>' will niake
Nancy' tie iappiest baby in tixe lanxd. You don't
kncnv whà¶xt a fine ithing you are doing."1

"I kno'w w-hat a fine ine 1 amst baving," lie re-
orted. "'il I regret is Fliat thîs afternoran must

end. I've got F0 spcnd Christmas in a boarding
Ixouse, refused Flirce dinner invitations, and 3ust
dedided F0 sta>' b>'myscîf ;and lie niserable. Do
yon wonder l'eager te ýseize Fixe onl>' bit of real
Christmnas which is coixting lix> way ?" Then, lovIlc-
ing at his watdx, fie said reluct-antl>',-" supos
we mnust go and begin on Mothler Wheeîer, for lt
will talce Fnne te slxop this afteriioon."

"Yes, and I must get home in time te make those
,cake-Iin going F0o do iF even at this laie date.
ýThanks te You the Wbeeiers will have their Christ-
mas yet."

"Al Fbanks is tO aYou," fie reninded bier.,"but, I
sa>', can't you do witliouttFixe cakes? We'll bu>'
enougli sweets te stake Flic wlole famil>' sic-k."

"I must caIl Motixer ;,up," sfic said, as the>' made
their way back to Fixe shops. "Il speak Fo fier about
tixe cookies. l'Il leave you in Fixe te>' departitent
and Fixen 'we uvon't lie wastîng inie."

On NantcY's returix from thli telephone Ïbootix she
discovered Fixe bus>' Binne>' on ail fours on tixe
floor, quite oblivious of Fixe crowds, cxplaining toan entranced youixgster of dÎiminutive stature, Fixe
intricate mechanismn of a F0>' engine.ofI«Fn sorry," lie explained sbeepisably when aware

of bs conip"ins Presence, "I had to wait until
you came back. I couldn't decide sucix a niomien-tous question on six>'owvi responsibilit>'. Wbat isyour good newsi?"

'Nancy's eyes proclainxcd wenderful Fhings, andhier smile endorsed Flic announicenent.
j Y"Wiy," she said, interpreting Fiose signais ofto' "oFer fbas been cooking aIl day, she couldn't

bear netttF-have an>' mince pies and Christmas cakes
te give awây. And ishe and Dad want you Fo coite
down and spend Christmnas with us."

Binl> wondcred SwÎftly wiiaÏ part of Fixepleasaure7inlber face ixe migixt take as fils sixare inFlic rnater. Aloud, lic said, "Really? I sa>', that'sawfuliy nice cf youir motber. lDo you tbink I ouglit
F0 accept Fixe invitation ?"

-Wlby, Of course. If I hadx't Fliqigixt so, 1wouidn't have toid Motiher about you. you know
you can belp nie Face Fixe parcels te Fixe Wbeclers
o-nigbt after Fixe kiddics arce ilied."

If Harold, Binne>' was a bit disappointed b>' thc
frank unconcern of lier repI', Flic thought of Flicwaik under Flic Cixrstnxas Eve stars coniforted hixn.

"I can't refuse sueli a chiance. l'Il go witbpleasure.»
"«Now we musrt «et F0 work," reproved Nancy

in 'ber sstliusness-like Fane.
Like Fwo ohîdren they> att4cked tixat list and

worked their way Flrough t, net'Wthout Mnucix
bard Fhinking and planning, for Nancy' insisted on
beiýng practical as regards Fthe amounit Binne>'
sixouki speud,' and was se considerate of tihe indi-,
vidual astes of ecd ofFlic subjects in band Fiat
ixe>' were involved un man>' complicated questions.

At iast the>' were Frougb. Baby Nancy's rag dol
of prodigious size bad licen purcbased. Binne>' lad
«une for bis bag and returncd, laderi witb a big
box of flowers-crîmson of coursc-and a basket
of sweets. Trhe iittle mare had been brouglit out,
fresix and cager for the return ttip, Flicparceis were
stowed away with that necessar>' overflow of.Fixelarger ones fruit under Flic sides of Fixe robes, wbic-b
seeni s 50cfaracteristic of the season, and the>'
wcre started for hoite.

Bînie> drew a deep breatix as 'Nancy hiavng
*ilfully guided bler frisky trotter past a f:ig eanand down thic river bank in a breakneck fasaiion,
sliook Fixe lunes and Fixe>' daslied across Fixe expanseff wiitc, n t ouled witjlxtFliclast ra>' of iinger-ing dayigbt towards the 'west, and mxarlced wîth tixefirst siadow of aruptFwlight lunFlie casF, which
la>' far dwn, down, down Fliat seerningi>' endlessstreoi of lifelesas silence

" lieve we'll go down Fixe river," Nancy de-cided, suddenlypulling Flcth e it odwxe
branched of rinFicO e xe'weme following.
'Thec Wbeelers won'F sec us pasas if we go Fiis way."'1t seenis a shanie to break into Fhis long whitelune," Binne>' obscrved.."Yes,ý but there is aiways a never-ending stretchaliead," bis conipanion rerinded filinand 80 licfumd iF, for wieu Fixe>' turned up a fiank, whici,te Bînne>', seenied an unnmariced spot in an u'nlrokenlune cf snowbaxjk, there it wuu m n o

draîngFli natieofquletness and myster>' moreclosel>' over it. Tbhere was snmethig unreal toFixecitybred manl iis expanse and silence and fiedid not thake Fixe speli of it fron hiuntil Fixeligixta of Flic ranxbling Id! farinfluse flashled a wel-couicote liuand Naxic's ahrsok i anand bade him bc a oe ay e sokbsbu
Thxe farni kitoixen, allve witli liglit and 'warmithand satisfying odors, Fixe hospitable <ining-room iîiidFlic table Wi Is abundanceo anisbuse charîudBn>,ade u an te iholeinyadseemned a fiting setting,he t ougiit, forthiegIrl wlio bad 'been rcvealed te,h i i t i a t d, . n d ý v he n , la t e r , F ixe > ' t r u g h a p -puly aî>ng under Flic stars laden with tFie Wbeelers

Glristnsasjo>', the xei Fixhe ciamwas sF111

hoQuieti>' Fie>' crept Fo Fix, lack d0or o f the littIehuse' from iwliose windows ail tue expectant faceslad vasisled. Naricy tapped «ui' n lcdo
was oencud qui ky twas gooclyat e Fie ex
pression of reliead1 90dtseth ex
face of Flic woru, e wJxlcb came totex

WConeli, ten-oo gwoman.
- oice, iowerà ias if Fo avoid saiensid lgsuibdusedpil the adjoiingrooum. WaCuigtm secr
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