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1<0W S«AKCESP]EAZRE USES THE bero, o the other band, is represented as giving utter-
SUPE NATU AL. nce o tose beautiful lines:

Mucb difference of opinion bas been expiessedurpou the 1I know a batik whereon tbe wild thyme blows,

comedy of "Mid-summer Nigbt's Dream. Some critics Wbere ox.lips and thendigiltgrw

affirm that it was amongst Shakespeare's earliest iwbich form the theme of one of our best modern songs.
1Perhaps, however, no finer descriptioni of the antics of

works, and therefore stamped with the imperfections and the dwellers in fairy-land, and tbeir more prodigious

inexperience of youtb o thers maintain that of all bis brethren, who inhabit otber superirt-tural spberes, played

comeclies there are noue more barmonjious. The inci- iupon tbe less-favoured creatureq of this world, can be

dents and characters, though abundant, appear to b e ~in given than that contained in the closing scene of the play,
wbere Puck, Oberon, and Titania are tbe speakers. It

perfect subordination to tbe master-mind of tbe puet, tbe ruw tn

main attribute being, tbat 1, nder tbe superuatural in- 1 Enter Ptick.-l

fluenice buinan mortals move accordingto tbeir respective " Now tbe ungry lion roars,

natures and habits." Tbe cbaracters of tbe play are clas- And tbe wolf bebeNîs tbe meon;

sical, but tbe costume is strictly Gothic, and showvs tbat Whilst the beavv plouebhman snores,
Ail witb weary tas< fordone,

Shakespeare attaiued bis knowledge tbrougb the medium Now tbe wasted bîands do glow,

of romance. The qualities of Puck or Robin Goodfelîow Wbilst tbe screecb-owl, screecbing loud,

were evidently collected fiom tbe popular superstitions Pots tbe %%retcb tlîat lies lu woe,

of te wite's on tme.- Oeron" kng f th farielu remembrance of a sbroud.
of te wite's on tme."Obeon, kig oftbefaiesNow it is the tîme of nigbt,

seems, bowever, te be aut adaptation. as it is te be fouîîd j rbat the graves, aIl gapiug xvide,

iu Greenis ' Jarni-s IV. The Man iu tbe Moon" Every une lots fortb bis sprite
lu the cburcb way patbs tu glde;

Scene I .) was a persouage of somte conséquence in Sbake - And we fainies that dIo mun
speare s day; sud is even now regarded witb some little By the triple HAlcate's team,

(suspicion by tbe ignorant and yoting. ' Mid-suiomer From the presence of tlîe suri

Niglît's Dreamn" is wild and fautastical ;but the parts are Follovling darkness like a dream

welblneudscedlgiigttamutf Now are frolics: not a mouse
ell-alaced andsuceedin gvin tht amunt0 fShall disturb this ballow'd bouse;

pleasure tu tbe reader wbicb the writer appareutly in_ I ami sent witb broum before,

teuded to impart. To ent.r opon a minute or even cor- To sweep the dust bebind the door.

sury survey of tbe supernatural cbaracters in tlîîs comedy [Enter Oberon sud Titania, witb their train.î

would be a task cf considerable magnitude, sud crîticism Obero,.-Tbougb the bouse give gleaming ligbt,

tbereef mere presuimption ; reference, tberefore, te une By the dead aud drowsy fire;

or twe of the more prominent figures may suffice. "Puck," Eeyefsdfiysrt
likeCers i " he Tmpet,-is he Cmmaderin-hieHep as ligbt as bird from brier;
likeCers i "Te Tepes," s te Comaner u-CiefAnd tbis ditty after me

of the fairy furces-a.busy-boly-rigleadOr lu aIl dis- Siug sud dance it trippiugly.

turbances-ready for sîîy game-contiuually about mis- Tita. -First, rebearse yuur song by rote,

chief. He pours skim-nîilk into tbe cburn, ther'eby giviug To each word a warbling note:

the bouse-wife ueedless labor, sud depriving her of butter. Hand in baud, witb fairv grace,

preent te frmntaio ofth berand se cbeats th \Vilt xve sin,, ait'3 bless this place,

prvuths t fmaion f te- biser, tbh-n e &c , &C., &c.
droubs"outofaood"to"; isladsnîgt-wndeers Peas Blussom, Cobweb, Motb, sud Mustard-Seed have

"agigat tbeir barm ;" jests Oberon, sud maltes bim nes seifiedplaei îily Prebably une of tbese is

smile; beguiles tbe herses by neigbing like a filly-fea.l. tbe" airy," iutruduced into Act IL, Scene I., or it may

Puick bas more compréeesive ideas tbau tbese. He be tbat tbey are honoured witli a place in tbe list of the

says :ti pesoi frumn haviug a position in the royal
says .bonsehold.

lI put a girdle round about the eartb As eSbakespeare does net bore enumerate in toto the
In furty minutes." mnembers of the fairy court, the following list given by

Oberon and Tîtania, as becometb tbeir bigb position, are Peole, in bis " 1Englisb Parnassus" may net be uuinterest-

inclined tu be ratber more dignified in their demeanour in g: "Oberon is the Emnperur; Mab, the Empress; Perri-
thanPuck Obeon sys:wiggam, Perriwiukle, Puck, Hobgobbiu. Tomalin, Tom
tbanPuck Obeon sys:Tbumb, are the courtiers ; Hep, Mup, Drop, Pip. Tnip,

We are spirits of auotber sort." Skip Tub, Tib, Trick, P'ink, GilI, Inn, Tit, Warp, Win,

But Shakespeare endows tbem also witb pewers of ex. Wit, the maids of boueur; Nympbidia la motber of the

pression. Titania tbus describes, in a few artisîic liues, maids."
tbe mmutbihty o natre:We bave tbus sbnrtly deait witb some of tbe supernator-

teimthe lt f aue aI cbaracters Sbakespeare maltes use of lu bis plavs. A
" h easonis alter; boary-headed frocts master-mind, be unfelds tbe many-sided passions oef men.

Faîl iu the fresh lap of tbe crimsen rose; Hatred, love, fear sud reverence 'are set before us in vivid
And on old Hymen's chin aud icy crown, cbaracters. Ho bas aIse portrayed lu bodily form those
Au edoroos chaplet of sweet Sommer buds, Ilamry notbîugs" wbicb perplexed tbe minlis of the iguer-
Is, as iu nIockery, set; tbe Spring, tbe Somnmer, ant sud suîperstitions cf bis owti timre. H-is creations are
The cbilling Autumn, angry \Viuter, change uuiversally admired ; paloter sud puet bave striven te
Tbeir wonted liveries; and tbe 'mazed worlds, re-preduce tlieni witb varied socceas; sud the world tbis
By their increase, now knows net wbich is whicb," day still rings witb tbe plaudits cf bis admirers.


