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TO QURRESPONDENTS,
Lottors and articias intended tor the uext lesno
should be in tho bauds of the haitor uut later
than Taesday morning.
All communieations must bosccompanied by the
writor's name, otherwise they will not ba inrextedd.
Articles not eecopted will be returned, if_ af the
tima they are dent, A requast s mnde to m-:z atfect,
ALJ sufliclont postage ctnmAu are encloged. Mag-
usaripts not ko nceompantsd witl not b pressrved
and subsequent requests fur ther retdan osiaot
be eompliod with.

Britisl Daveriean Lreshyierian,
FRIDAY, JUNE 28, 1870,

THE GREAT DEBATE.

Tho Genoral Assembly of the Presby-
terian Ohurch in Canada, held this year
will be momorable for the debate which
ocenrred connected with the veforonce of
the Presbytory of Toronto of the matter
affecting the Rov. D. J, Maodonnell, The
business of the Sapreme Court had, to a
lurge oxtent, to give way to tho considora-
Jtion of tho proceedings of the Presbytery
connooted with the rainister of St, Andrew's,
It was folt on all hands that a discussion
involving vast interests was forcod upon
the Church. Not only wero the membors
of Asserubly under the conviction that a
orieig had como demanding serious atton-
tion ; but the people throughout the coun.
fry wero looking earnestly for the solution
of a diffioult probletn. Tha interest was
not confined to the Presbyterian denomin.
ation. The mind of the Chureh in all its
branoches was deeply excited. No better
svidence of this oan be furnished than,
that presented by the immense audiences
which filled to overflowing a building of
puch dimensions as the Kuox Ohurch.
Even duoring the day the seats were fully
oooupied. The evening sessions wore
literally crowded to suffooation. The in.
tereat of the public grew from day to day
inintensity, It was a magnificent spec-
tacle to witness s number of highly edu.
eated men exhibiling such moral earnost-
ness of purpose in regard to what was folt
to be & great and vital point., We xeferred
in & Iate number to the value of debate
in Church Qourts, little thinking then we
were on the eve of one of the most memor.
able diseussions which has ever taken
place in Synod or Assembly, And it is
with considerabls salisfaction we now
direot attention to the great debate in
soveral of its leading nspeots.

For one thing, an unmistakeable afirma.
tion has been given to a fundamental doc.
frine. Ip common with many others, we
wero grieved at the thought of any ques-
tion being raised ag to the eternity of the
future punishment of the wicked. This
we belioved to bo a vital doetrine of the
system of truth adopted as the basis of
union, which was accepted by the Assem-
bly last year in Montreal. Mr, Macdon-
nell, by his sermon, whether unwittingly
or not, has raised doubis in many minds
conunected with the dootrine in queation.
As he himself allowed, he has been seized

by all sorts of persons holding queer views
asan ally and as a champion. He has
been the ocoasion of creating alarming
unrest in the public mind on a point which
was oonsidercd finally and ocompletoly
sottled by the almost unanimous voice of
QCbristendom. All this would have been
endorsed and perpetuated by a certain
sction of the Assembly, if it could have
been possible for them to have done other-
wise than they did, when to a man they
80 nobly stood up in support of the truth
that was ab stake. In consequence of this,
the Church stands on solid ground to-day.
Its ministers and elders are seen uniting
one and all in the declaration of the eter-
nily of future rewards and punicshments.
With absolate certainty we may conclude,
from the faitnfal testimony which has been
given to the dootrine of the Confession of
Faith, that honoeforth our preachers will
utter no uncertain voice regarding the
punishment of the wicked; but that with
more earnestness of conviction than was
ovor shown in ths past, the doctrine in
guestion will be assorted and maintained.

It is iwmpossible for any one—ho he
friend or fos—not to be struck with the ro-
markable ability displayed in the discus-
slon, The real point at issue —as we have
in fact just said—3id not and could not re-
fer o the trath of the dootrine involved.
The giss of the matter Iay in the aclual
position occupied by Mr. Macdonnell, and
thore of course grew out of this the action
which i was necessary to take in reference
to him. From being a question of fulure
punishment, it grew to be one connectod
with tho subseription of ministors to the
Confemsion. The one side held that Mr.
Macdonnell wasin the position of giving a
qualified subseription; the other that he
had sufficiently condoned the original
offance, and it was safe to trust to & man
of his honesty for the fulure. YVithout
oommenting upon the difference between
them, we cannot suffisiently admire the
consummate ability with which the argn.
ment was sondusted from beginning to
end. Furst of all, ihers vas the singnlsily

* | addross remeins as an admirable expros-

‘ing the Confession at all hazards.

lueid and powerful atatement of the refor-
ence by Principal Caven, and though he
wasobliged by the apparently injudicious
speech whicls Mr. Macdonnoll delivered on
the firat night of the debate, to restlo next
day from the position he had taken, his

sion, not only of tho Principal's clearness
aud forea of intelleot, but of the loving
touderness of his heart. Rev. Mr. King,
who, for the same resson, was oonstrained
afterwarde to withdraw from the support
of Mr. Macdonuell, delivered an address
that did erelit both to his head aund heurt.
Profensor McLaron showod himself to ad.
vantage a8 & powerful and coneoientions
deofendor of the faith, Dr. Proudfeot was
at onoco gonorous and consorvative s to
tha truth in the motion he made adopting
the view of the reforence of the Presbytery,
though he also was aftorwards obliged to
withdraw in favour of the ultimate inding
of the court. Prineipal MacVioar, from
the moment he commenced speaking to
the closo of higable address, advocating the
unsatisfactoriness of My, MMaedonnells
statement, wasg listened to with profound
attention. Many other speakers on the
same side, who nceupy less prominent
positions in the ohurol:, delivered able and
thoughtful speevhes, which made lasting
improssions upon’the HMouse. On the
otherside, thero was a very considerablo
display of forensic ability, Many amend.
ments were made that luoked in tho direo.
tion of disnussing the matter of the refer-
ence, either immediately or at no distant
date. Profossor MeKerras revealed much
legal acumen in the questions he put to
Professor MoLaren, and alzo in the tempor-
ato address he delivored at a later stago,
Principal Snodgrass took a calm view of
the matter, and put it in a foroible and
judicial manner before the Assombly, The
great speech on this side was that of Pro-
fossor MeKnight, who delivered an ad-
dress of wonderful analytic power that dig.
sected the mind of Mr, Macdonnell in such
& way a8 to call forth the admiration of all
who listened to it. It was all the move
remarkable that Mr. Maedonrnell, with this
known fondness for nicely of expression,
could ses his way to acoept this speech as a
fair analysis of his mental condition, The
motion of Dr. Ure was that around which
rallied all the strength of those who were
favourable to a lenient view. Dr. Ure
carried conviction with him when hestated
that he himself had once been assailed
with similar doubts and diffiounlties, and
having been kindly dealt with, he now
stood on solid gronud, We cannot even
refer to the many speeches delivered by
other gentlemen on this side, which were
of more than avorage ability. It is su.
cient to speak of the gladiatorial spectacle
presonted by Rev. G, M. -Grant, of Halifax,
and Rev. J. G. Robb of Toronto. They
wero well matched in every way., Mr.
Grant made an able speech, full of com.
mon sense, fomperats :n tone, with & con-
siderable admixture of humor and elo.
quence. The reply of Mr. Robb was a
fine specimen of controversial talent, He
followed Mr. Grant minutely into every
statement, aud succeeded in making a
most telling impression upon his andience.
In many points of view the finest apeech of
all was that delivered by Mr. Macdonnell
at the close of the debate. He was evi-
dently drawn out of himself by the sym.
pathetio audience. He held the entire
assemblage spell-bound during upwards of
an hour. He succeeded in removing many
unpleasant impressions produced by previ.
ous specches both in the Presbytery and
the Assembly. It was a speech of un-
doubted ability, which did more to pave
the way for an amicablo settlement than
any address which was spoken in his
favonr.

The victory lay with Principal Mae-
Viear and his supporters, That it was
gained by 263 to 101 votes, shows how
keenly the Assembly folt tho importance
of the oceasion, and the duty of maintain.
By
this vote the whole matter was placed in
the hande of aninfluential Committoe to
confer with Mr. Macdonnell, and to re.
port to this Assembly. We cannot con-
clnde without saying that it is impossible
sufliciently to express our admiration at the
courtesy and zood temper which character-
ized the wholo debate. Not one word was
uttered in this direction that need be re-
called. Every one felt that the mermbers
of Assembly, while differing in their views, ,
were animated by one desire—to Qo justics |
to one another, to act kindly by Me. Vze.
dorncll, and at the sawae tie to manntam
uncomprounsingly the wuths of Scripture
and the Confession of Faith.
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THE new Presbyterinn Chureh, in course |
of erection, at Wellington, township of
North Gower, is being rapidly pushed on tu
completion. The bulding will be of brick,
modern style, good finish, and large enough
to seat comforably about 600 persons. A
beautiful site near the Church of England has
been selected, and when completed—by
Ocfober—the now church will be a credit to
the Presbyterians of North Gower, of
whom, the Rev. A. C. Stewart is the

csteemed pastor,  Cost, about $1,600.
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THE MAODONNELL CASE

The General Asscmbly, by its vote on
Tuesday night, adopted ita commitiec’s
report on the reference fromn the Presbytery
of Toronto, which declared the statements
of Rev. D. J, Mpcdonnell to Lo nusatisfue.
tory, ond reyuired Liim to report to the noxt
General .\saembly wliethier he aecopt the
teaching of the Clmrh on tho snbject.
Thls deeiclon ielieyes all parties frum & dis-
poceable difflonley. The Presbytery of
Turauts, whose proecedings fn this matter
Lave been so satisfactorily vindieated by
the Saprime Court, will find iteclf more
freo than ever to go forward with the grest
work which they have at heart iu Luilding up
the canse and kingdein of Christ within its
bonuds.  The Congregations throughout
ihe country. which have been o dooply ox-
eited by the diseussion raized tin conneetion
with thisease, will be satisfied and delighted
that the General Ascembly bas nnthorita.
tively ro-affirmed the Standards of the
Chureh. and espeeielly the doctrine of the
eternity of the fufure punishment of the
nicked involved in the proccedings of the
various Cowrts. The Sccular Press may
desiderate for many reasons tho absence of
a discussion so exeitir ¢ in its nature ; but
the community, wa are certain, will feel ro-
lieved by the cause e« lebrs being withdratwn
from their view. e are sure wo stats thoe
mind of all parties, when wo express ouy de-
light that thig protracted discussion has
been brought to o, satisfactory termination,

With sueh a decision, the doctrine of the
Chnreh has been amply vindiented, No
one ean henceforth eall in question the
mnd of the Chaveh, not only a5 to the par-
ticular dootrine involved, but as to the Con-
fession of Faith iteelf, It is in this way
that Providence makes evon apparent evilg
subserve good ends, Ly thus emphasifing
some great and vital trath, In the midst
of the activities of the age in whichwe live,
men are apt toloso sightof oternal verities.
They become absorbed in the things of
time. 'The carnest convictions with which
they commenced their life-work ns to the
relation of present duties to the eternity
which lies beyond, becomo dulled through
the cares and anxieties of business and of
domestic lifo. The proceedingsin reference
to Mr. Macdonnell will, indeed, be most
valuable, if, in any way theybecome means
to this ond,—of forcing wupon the publio
attention, the awful considerations con-
nected with the future, and with noegleot of
tho salvation which is so richly provided by
Jesus Christ. But wo value the judgment
of the General Aasembly for this special
reason, that it illustrates the anthority that
is vested in Church Courts, and the respon-
sibility laid upon them of asserting and de-
fending the truth, as well as denling with
neatters connected with the work and
government of the Chureh. Previous to the
disruption in Scotland, it not unfrequently
occurred that even Parliament awaited
the notion of the General Assembly beforo
proceeding tosome special legislation, In this
country we have at this moment a spectacla
far grander than that. The people of the
Dominion have looked earnestly and
cagerly to this General Assembly for the
settlement of an exeiting question ; and we
venture to say that with the Qecision of
Tuesday ovening they will bo amply satis.
fied. Thoe action of the Assembly is a vin-
dieation before the world of the Preshy-
terian Polity and Government. In no
other Church that we know of, could
such n finding have been so quickly and
thoroughly reached.

The decision of the General Assembly, in
reference to Mr. Maedonnell, has an import-
ant beariug upon the future of the Church.
The Heuse was unanimous in asserting and
nuzintaining the standards of the Church.
This Assembly thns hands down the well
tried and time honoured Confession to
fature generations, unimpaired as to the
doctrines which 1t contains. It eudorses
over again the Confession of Faith, as
founded upon, aud agreenble to the word of
God, as that £ wulated system of truth
from which the Chureh derives her dis-
tinetive character. and as the sum and
substance of what her ministers are ex-
pected to feach.  If the doctrines of the
Chareh have beex faithfully taught in the
past, wo have & marantee that they will bo
taught in the faturs with all fidelity and
zeal.  Prechyteries will be found still more
careful than they have over been in testing
their ecaudidates for license, by tho well-
known standardz,  Ministers will make
the Corfacsiar 1 re and more a test book

i their advare 1 Bible and Communion .
but entertain,

and, -+ ¢ canmet
the hope, as the Confession aud the
Catechisuns have boen, by these recont pro.
ecedings, brought more prominently before
the community, aud entphaticaliy endorsed
by one of the most influential ecclesiastical
Assemblies in the world, that famnilies and
individuals will more and more appreciate
these Standards, and use them as helps and
companions in the study of Seripture.

Taking all the circumstances of the casa
into account, we do not think that Mr,
Maedonnell, or any of the minority who
supported him, have reason to complain of
the injunction laid wpon him to report his
views rogarding the doetrine in question, to

the next Goneral Arsemnbly, Mr, Macdon-
nell's own adiniesions as t» the praotical
un-wisdom of proaching the sermon from
which these proceedings sprang, coustitute
sufiiclont ground for the action of the
Assembly, Tt is o mild deelsion in itself,
and wo prosumo it i intended a8 an onsy
method of settling the matter, that will nt
ouee eonserve the nutherity of the Cliwch
and the interests of the esteemied brother
whom they condemn, Though a largo and
jniluentinl niduority did the ntmost in their
power, eveu to the point of dissenting 1n-
auimourly fiom the finding of the Assem-
bly, we think we sposk their mind when
wo regard the decision of the ease not in
the light of defeat, but yather s sconving
what concorned them vory deeply, viz.: the
statns and coutinued ministry of M.
Muaedonnell. The ditYerence botween the
minority and the mbjority that appeaved in
the vote, was felt to be one not touching an
essentinl principle, but one of expedi-
ency. The renl object which the dissen-
tionts had at heart is gained by the
Assembly's decision. It gives us pleasuro
{o think of this, sspceially in view of tho
future of the recently United Clurch.
Iardly o word as to secession has heen
bronehed dwring the whole disenssion,
and when such was oven breathed, it was
promptly rebuked. It is most prowising to
the Churel,, that no bitter feelings have
been engendered by thoesoe proceedings, that
no party spirit has boen ovoked ; but that
the Cliurch stands ouo and united to-day as
sho did, when in Montreal the four sections
of which she is composed, declared thom.
selvos to ho one Churel: of the Lord Jesus
Christ, Tbhat tho Presbytorian Church in
Canadarmay abide in tho bonds of pence
and love, and be led by the guidance of
God to do a great and lasting work for this
Dominion, and for all the kingdoms of the
world, is onr carnest and most forvent
prayer.

PRESBYTERIANISMIN THE UNITED
STATESR.

At the opening of the General Assembly
of the American Presbyterian Ohurch
lately held at Brooklyn, N. Y., the retiring
Moderator, the Rev. Ed. D. Marris, D.D.,
took for his subjeot, and delivered a very
long snd instruotive discourse upon #The
Past and the Future of Ameriean Presby-
terianism."” As Presbyterianiem is all the
world over, we cannot but foel deeply in-
terested in its progress overywhere, but
especially in a country so near to ue, with
which we have such oloss relations, and
where our form of church polity and ou
doctrines have made such rapid progress,
and attained to ro commanding a position.
It will, therefore, wo trust begratifying to
our readers to have some of the more im.
portant statoments of this disconrse laid be-
fore them,

It is stated then that American Presby.
terianiem ¢t sprang from the British rather
than the Continental stock,” and in that
respect is a twin sister to ourown church,
both holding and glorying in the same Con-
fession and Catechism. The beginning of
the eighteenth century,'when many British
Presbyterians wero driven abroad by pre-
latic persecutions, was marked by the rapid
growth of that system of dootrine and wor.
ship, the first Presbytery was organized,
and the ohurch took a place of ifts own
among the others which had then obtained
# footing upon the shores of the New World.

Four general conditions are mentioned
a8 modifying to a greater or less degree the
charaoter of American Presbyterianism,
and which impressed apon it peouliarities
of its own while yet retaining its general
family characteristics. These were first,
and probably the most important of all:
“Its gradual and entire separation from
the parent stock. Second: Iis entirs de-
pendence upon the voluntary principle.”
The success of thia experiment on so great
a ccalo has undoubtedly powerfully in-
fluenced public opinion npon this subjeot,
not only in America, but in Europe as well.
Third : * The peculiar collocation and com-
mingling of the varions American seots in a
common struggle of life and growth.,” In
this respect the New World presented a
striking conirast fo the old, and those
bodiee which most promptly recognized
this fact, and made the moet energetio
efiorts to extend themselves everywhers,
spurning all geographical lines, most
speedily arose to a commanding position.
In this struggle Presbyterians were not
behind, The fourth general principlo
epoker of is, *The universal liberty of
thoueht and of speech recognized as a
fundamental principie in American So.
ciety.” Each of these is elaborated at con-
siderable length in this discourse.

Corresponding to these four general con-
diticns and canses of rapid development
four corresponding speeific conditions are
mentioned, only the firat two of which,
however, are dwelt upon, viz.: first, * OQur
special type of theology considered both
intrinsioally and in comparison with other
theologieal boliefs; second, Our type of
polity ; third, Our type of worship and of
Ohristian sotivity ; and fourthly, Our de.
nominational relation to the apirit of the
age, and to oertain marked tendencies in

Amerioan life.”

e

From these the spesker pussos fo the
‘Actusl Growth' of the Amerioan Church
as the result of these general and special
conditlons, and Presbyterianism certainly
has no renson to be ashamed of the oxbibit
pl:eunted in this sermon, Briefly it iy
this.

In 1700 the firat Prosbs tory was formed,
consisting of soven minisiers and g hand.
ful of ohurokes, weak, soattered and nnda.
veloped.” In 1788 the first Continenta}
Assomily was held, In 1887 the Church
was sont into what waa lately popularly
known as the Ol aud Now Schwol Bodies :
in 1870 they wore rounited. Now the
church numbers 86 synode, 178 presbyteries,
4,700 wministors, 4,999 churchos, 506,084
communioanty, and 520,462 Sabbarh-sehool
childven, and hardly less thun two milliops
of worshipers, In 187475 the contriby.
tions townrds obureh purpores amounted
to 86,900,000, and for the goneral cange of
ovangelization $2,7256,000, ¢ Iu the light
of theeo statements the oareer of American
Presbyterianism a8 oxhibited in its various
branches must bo rogarded as one of the
miracles of modern Chrialianity. A cen-
tury ago it was toprosentod by 133 minis.
ters only ; its churches feeblo and senttered
were roaroely moto numecrous; and its
membership oannol have execeded six or
eight thousand. The number, both of
ninisters and churches, have, during the
o entury, increarod more than thirty-fold ;
ovon during the past fifty years our minisiry
have multiplied six-fold, our churohes four.
fold, our membership eight.fold.” Justly
does the preacher say, *Such advance is
herdly lees than miraculous; and as we
walk to-day with reverent tread about onr
boautiful Zion telling her towers and bul.
warks, and considering tho palaces of her
glory, we must be blind indeed if we do
not recognize in all this the sure evidence
of & divine presencoe, and exolaim with the
prophet of Israel: ‘In His love and in
His pity Ho redeemed us : Ho boro us, and
osarried us all the days of old.’ "

Add to this now the Presbyterianism of
the South, that of other bodies if not in
name, yet in fact Presbyterian ; add to ali
these that of our own land, and it gives us
» wonderfal idea of the power of the
Presbyterian Church in Amerios, its adapt-
ability for rapid growth, and the bright
fature which lies before that system of
dootrine, government, and worship, 'b>
which we hold and in which we glory.

THE REV. JAMES FLECK, B.A,

Before leaving the sancient city of Ar-
magh, Ireland, the Rev. James Fleck, the
newly installed minister of Knox Chureh,
Montreal,wasthe recipient of costly gifts and
flattering addresses, the latter expressing
deep regret at his departure, The Ulstey
GQazette of May Gth gives an extensive re-
port of the interesting proceedings, from
which wa make the following extracts :—

“A Soiree was held in the Second Ar.
magh Presbyterian Church, by the mem.
bera of the congregation, for the purpose of
bidding farewell to their late pastov, the
Rev. James Fleck, B.A., (who for seven
years faithfully and zealously acted as their
minister,) and prosenting hitn with an
address, oh the oceasion of his leaving this
city for Montreal. The address wasrecom-
panied by & handsome goldlever watch and
pencil ease, Robert M'Crum, Lsq., ably
discharged tho duties of chairman. On
the platform were many of the leading
gentlemen of the city, and scattored through
the lmpp{ and joyous assemblage of ladies
and gentlemen were many leading clorgy-
men,”

The Chairman in his remarks alluded to
Mr. Flozk in the following terms: ¢ T feel
it would be bad taste in Mr, Fleck’s
presence to say before him what I know
and feel he deserves to be said of him.
But this much I ean say, I have ever found
him and valued him as a cordial friend, a
Christian gontleman, and an earnest minis.
ter of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Aguin
and again he has been called outside the
limits of this congregation, and most
carnestly, and most cordially, and most
heartily ho has always vesponded to the
call, and in his hands the Gospel trumpot
has been sounded by no uncertain sound.
I remember well his predecessor here; and
when in the providence of God Mr. Hender-
son was tako away, I felt how hard it
would be to fill up tho blank made by his
removal. And I thought again of the difli-
culty of getting & man to sup}ﬂy his place.
1 do not intend to compare the virtues of
the two men, for the frunits of Mr. Hendor-
son will live in this city for ever, When,
therofore, Mr, Fleck came, I said to my-
self ‘you have chosen tho right man.” Ho
camo then, and you all have seon how he
goined the affection and esteem, not only
of the Presbyterians of this congregation,
but of all the Christian public in Armagh.
I helievo o came here with proper and ex-
tended views of the church of Ohrist. I
felt e had deeponed in him that junction
of catholicity that looks on cvery man as a
true worker, The step he is about to take
i3 2 momontous one—momentouns, indoed,
to everyone—but especinlly momentous to
one who is a minister of the Gospel of
Christ.  To leavo tho land of his birth, the
friends of his corly youth, must be very
momentous indeed. But to leave this cone
gregation, who love and rvespect and revere
him, and to whom bhe is greatly attached,
must bo a trying occasion indeed. One
thing I can promise him-~he goes from ns
with the good wishes of not onfy his yeoploi
bub the good wishes of the whole o
Armagh.” The meeting was subsequently
addressed by eminent mivisters and Jay-
yuen, all sperking in the samo kind and
frioudly terms of their departing fidend.
The Rev. Jaokson.Bmyth, brother of Pre




