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oe feeling, which I need not dwell upon.
Sqffiie it to say that his misfortrnes in
this departient from puerperal septicas-
siia 'îèére very constant, and also that
many who recovered onsly did so after
passing evidently through an attack of
septicemia. Lt was at once evident to
him that bis ear trouble, which constantly
caused irritation and consequent-often
unconscious-scratching for relief, was the
obvions cause of much of the puerperal
trouble which he related to mie. The
treatment whicl we adopted very quickly
sët matters to rights, and I an glad to
say that, though he was obliged to change
bis prnetice, he has done exceedingly well
in mdwifery practice every since. His
héalth also quickly returned. I may add
thât it is his expressed wish that these
notez should appear in this formi before
the Society.

Th£ second case which I have to report
in Fupport of this subject occurreP in the
practice of a medical friend of mine, and
it'was the quoting of the above case in
conversation to him which suddenly threw
light.on a case of puerperal fever which
ended fatal ly in bis practice the week be-
fore. The facts are these: My friend had
erigaged a qualified assistant, and, being
called away, the assistant was sent to an
irng4ortant midwifery engagement some
distance off, and all went well until the
esid of the third day after delivery. Puer-
peraI fever set in, with a r-apidly fatal
terimination. I was asked to exae'ine the
assistant, and I found that he suffered
fromr tertiary syphilis, disease of the nasal
septum, with a most offensive discharge,
arid; foul bréath. *He was obviously a
d4vger to any lying-in woman, and I ad-
visýed that he should be completely rid of
his trouble before he again played his part
m.general practiee.

Tliese cases point strongly also to the
pdÑibility of nurses suffering from aural
or nasal discharges being the media of in-
fection. I have seen three instances of
hospital mrsesworkingconstantlyamonogst
the inost:important surgical cases, quite
innocent of the fact, until told them, that
they were standing dangers to the cases
j'der their charge. In each instance they
were-remnoved from' active work ùntil the
otorrhmaa-lhad ceaséd. 1 am "exceedingly

glad to have been able, as it were, to dove.
tail this paper into the list of papers be-
fore us to-night on antiseptic midwifery,
for, however dangerous such conditions
may be when occurring in association with
general surgery, the increase of danger
nust be greatly enhanced when in rela-
tion to the actively absorbent conditions
of the puerperal state.

THE ETIOLOGY OF PUERPERAL
FET ER.

A t a meeting of the Royal Medical and Chirur-.
gical Society, Dr. W. R. Snith read this
paper:

The inquiry in connection with this
subject was, he said, carried out at the
Brown Institution at the request of the
conmmittee. Blood was obtained fromi the
ùeart of a patient who had died of puer-
peral fever, and cultivations rmade on
gelatine i the ordiuary way. In the
course of two or three days, numerous
colonies were present, all clearly of the
same organism; this organismi was isolated
and its growth carefully noted in various
media-for exanple, gelatine, agar-agar,
milk, and broth; it was found microsco-
pically to be a micrococcus. Mice inocu-
lated with the organismdiedinthecourse of
two orthreedays,an1 d theorganism could be
recovered from the hearts blood. Inocu-
lations of the ears of rabbits produced in
in the course of twenty-four hours a dif-
fused redness, not progressive in character,
as was the case in erysipelas, such red-
ness disappearing in the course of two
or three days. Blood was further
obtained from the . finger . of a
woman suffering from puerperal fever,
and cultivations made upon the surface
and in the depth of gelatine in the usual
way; numerous colonies appeared, in all
cases resembling those oilginally culti-
vated from the blood of the- previous
patient. These colonies were isolated,
and in every respect, both by cultivatiQn
and by experiments on animais, resembled
the organism previously isolated. From
thesé experiments, etc., the following con-
clusions. were drawn : 1. That this or-.
ganism océrred in tihe blood of persons
aff'ected with puerperal septicemia in con-
sidérable numbers in the form of strepto-


