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STE PHE N.
A SERMON

BY REV. F. 1%'. BEATTIE, Pii.D., D.D.

A4nd t/oey stoned Ste/ihen, calling iq5on God, and sazyiing-, Lord
Jesuzs, receîee rny sj5irit. And lie k:zeeled down, anzd cried
wiith a loud voice, Lord, lay, nol Mhis sin to Meir chiargec.
And 7ten lie kad said Miis, he feZ! asleep.

Acts vii: 59-6o.

G UIIDED by these words, and helped by the Holy Spirit my desire is to
study with you the life, the work, and the tragic yet triumphant death

of the first Christian martyr, and to gather therefrom some useful lessons for
our edification ;ind comfort. The biographies found in the Seriptures are
significant object lessons, whereby doctrinal truth, practical piety and precious
promise are set forth in concrete forni, and often with vivid reality and

striking effect. There is no setting forth of useless details of life and con-
duct, as in modemn works of fiction ; only those things which are necessary
for the moral and religious ends in viewv are noted in the sacred. narritions,
and nothing is given for the purpose of painting a picture, or satisfying idie
curiosity. WVith a few descriptive strokes a character is outlined or a life

depicted, and it stands there for ail tirne like a marbie statue defying the
ravages of tinie. Noah, Abrahani, joseph, Moses, Elijah, David, D.aniel,
Peter, John, James, Stephen, Paul on the one hand, and Cain, Esau, Pharaoh,
Balaani, Achan, jezebel, Herodias, Anariias, judas, and Demas on the other
hand illustrate the truth iust stated. 0f ail] these the life of Stephen is one


