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Practkeai tonsecration.
A Question for Christian Partnts.

ns MISS. H. GRAITAN GUINNXSS.

Friands t arc any af You withhaidiog your beti treasau-ts
froin God? Are yau deliberateiy iseoping bans a gift
which, if laid on Hisiatar, rnigbt do marc ta advance His
work on earts than ail tise contributions yen ever gave,or cao gise? Are youýrobbilisgGod b>'refasingt ternder.

'15-lins in one mates ialTo-ias the tibste that Is His
dure ï- Christian fatbcrs, Christian inothers, wh/a! are- yoss
dihg with your Christianî clîild-en f Have you given
youe Sons tç9 (Çod, and te Hiswors in the tsarld ? Have
yau devotedl yesux d les and ta His service ?

Ah, your hearta, o, you Say', anytising
but tisaS i -We Will au our contributions, treble tisent,
if WC cao, but çoa make ostr oson c/u/drtn eittionaries,
surely we are no(-calied ta that! Iear frieuds, I bave
001>' one answer : " Gad sa love--s the word Itai lit gavre
Ili Soi&" Oh, mark it ! His SON, natlsing lest ! No
ane lest 1 Hies SON. Yes ; Hk gave that only-hogotten
and well-heloved Ont tisat dweit tn His basoin fint aI
eternity ! Ansd He gave Hlm, Dot ta ho a ntissionary-
ah# no i-bôt ta be a nturdered victint, ta ho sin for us, ta
bc a curse. He gave Hlm ta ahaine and spitting, te hlasvs
and to,.slaod, ta crocifixiaon and ta deatis. And that Son
gave Hios.ed ta ail this, ansd deiighted ta do so for Our
taises. And wce--ah, shall we gs-udge Hlim aur sans and
aur dau hieils? Where is aur gataiude, Wbcre aur lave?
Do we UW what desotedness toeans? How cao wc
tais of Ilthse hi'iser Chsristian life," and bc brisging up
aur conscrtedl c bUdt-ent lise lises of case and idiencss
or ta labour met-el>' for their dail>' hread, ta secS food aniý
raiment, ta lis-c as if there were na heathen worid perisb-
ing for lacis of tise.liread frons heaven ?

1 solemni» helieve tisaS one great cause of the iaw 100e
ef Christian )liCe, oser wbich tise Churcis tourna so ofteo,
it Ih. lat-k o/ missionary t-toi, t/le noa-cullisutio,î of thei
missionarr sirit in Chiristi'aoaomi/ites, and thrit tise first
symptons of a t-eall- " bigher Christian lite " wili be a
revival of t/lis spirit Il bas iseen Sa in the past. The
revival of spiritusal religion la aur land in tise lqst century
s'as the birthday a osiasionar>' enter ie: lis growts
has liept pace wlth the extension af aucisenterprise, and
ita increase, if suchin l ta came, (and God grant it may),
muet be accompankd by a grial incre stse oJ nsissionary
efrts. In thse naîdre of tisings itis muet be so. In tise
ýpiysîcal waeld wo have fit-at lite, tisen foud, tisereby

-gr h 4d-.wltb pQýwth, e;rercse. But givenlie, food,-
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growth, and no exercise di case and decay must ensule.
If tise Christian Cburcs w"ouid thrive, she muet have
exerci5e, and bier Christ-appointed exercise is t/if evance-
Usa/ion o/thewoorid. The Churcb ought tabe ooegreat
missionsry Society, and each of ber chidren, directly or
indircctly, a rnissionary.

But what le thse fact ? A few individuals taise a reai
interest in this great work. They influence athers ta help;
but the mass of believers remnain comparativcly tasert.

Havot ,soit/ousandr andi ltns of/thousands of Christian
lfamihes, Po on, a./ which e-vtr contribuled ont single la-
bourer l> i/e heatht-n fmd t Have we not parents wha
have rcared six, eight, or it muy be ton sons and daugh-
ters, and seen thin by grace canverted ta Gad, and who
yct oever trained, or o/lteiirbt-s ta train, one of tisent for
a missianary to the heathen ? Is it not a standing re-

prach ta aur Christiauity that so few, ta very few, gen-
timn and ladies of independient means, ever consecrate

cither themnselvts or their familles ta the service of Christ
amiong the heatheo ?

0 fricods, lay thse tacts of the case ta heart, i do en-
treat you On the anc hand, the world lying in da-k-
nets, and lieatbondomn especiaiiy in gross darlcness, con-
trary ta tise express wiil of Christ ;on the ather hand,
Christian parents training up their fantilies ta anything,
ta everytbing saure and exepi //e ont work comimanded
by Christ, « 6o ye ino adi thse world, ansd preach the gos-
pel ta evcry creature." What a mou rulul spectacle for the
angels to weop over 1And what is the resuit ? Not oity
tisat the heathen perish, but, 0 Christian parents 1Yeu
and yaur children, thase very children wbom ye wauld
tain spare sufferiog, suifer, siu/Jer inost Ymn lerially frorn
this ver>' thing.
. Father, what maises your heart heavy this day? Ah,"

you sigh, "aout preciaus boy, whoeo we tbaugbt ta be cons-
verted years ago, bas gane right ino tise worid ;we sec
no signoaf gt-ace in bim Dow. We pray, and wcep, and
hope agsinst hope, but we soem ta bave no influence aver
him.', Ah, father, whose fault is that ? What did you do
with your boy when fuil of bis first lave ? Yau sent him
to a public school, perhaps ;yeu sought great things for
htrn in tbis life ;Yeu exposed him ta temptation for the,
saise of mammon, it ntay be you led bim ta seek firet
this warid and lis interests, instead of tise kingdam of God
and His rigbteausness ;yau neyer attompti d ta use our
mnighty paental influence, ta iead the ardent yoîsîh to can.
secrate bis life ta prraclsîng Christ ta thse perishing hea-
then. You neyer gave hlma a Christian abject warshy and
likely ta fi11 bis heart, and ntoutd bis life, and engage bis
affections, andi onnobie his aspirations, and cxtend his
views out ino eternity. Your son oii/t have been a
I3rainerd, tir a Livingstone, baci yau acted otherwise ;but
hie is-weii, you A-oto w/tai ht is !

And you, mather, what saddens yaIyr oye, aud sinks
yaar heurt ? Vour daugissers, have they turrsed out as yau
couid desire ? "'Aluas no," yau sigb a ne of thent is
woridiy, though perhaps saved ;another is s confirmod
invaid anather, wha is a decided Christians, bas gane
over ta the Higb Church, or perhaps even entered a Ro-
mish consent. You are disappointed in tisent, and as a
Christisn Yeu aughi ta be. Ah, motiser, wbose fauit la it ?
Those gil 1 rc Chr*itias when Young ; they had tal-
eon, afrectas hel, eisure, ardour, spirits, zeai, isnaw-
led 'ge af the trutis and a gaad education. What inifs.ion-
arr-es tht- wouid L~ve inadt.!

Had 'Useir compassions been drawn out, tise self-sacri-
fice, natural te every truc disciple, calied ino play ; had
hadl they heen preparedfor and car>' introduced ta the
mislon-field, whnt.blessedl belpers in the gospel they


