
and love so much as Mr. Hrij^ht, but wc cannot sul)init to be com-
pletely Muult'ed out by epithets, and I wish to draw this further lesson

from this nuitter, and it is this, that th()\i<!;h Mr. IJrij;lit doCM

not uji;ree with the Imj)erial Federation Leaj^ue about the colonies,

yet the Liberal i)arty is big enough to end)ra('e Mr. liright and
those who think with him, as well as those who take a wanner
and a closer interest in the colonies.

After some observations on the comnu'rcial aspect of the .1. Bry<«'

(tuestion, and the advantage which it was to England that the over- ^ri\, Bow
flow of her population should go to countries politically connected
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with her, where they remained IJritish citizens, capable of all

places in the public service, and resuming their active civic duties

as soon as they returned home, Mr. IJryce enunu'rated several j)oints

in which the colonies also gained by their political connection with

the motherland. Were they scjjarated, they would be at the mercy
of great foreign powers siu-h as (iermany and France, Jind would
have, at, much greater cost i * themselves, to provide for their own
defence. Their internal political struggles would lose the valuable

moderating influence of the imperial connection; their national

spirit and tone would surt'er were the idea of citizenshij) in the

world-wide I'^nglish State to disa])pear. Both they and we weie
ennobh?d by this idea ; we were greater in the worhl's eyes, and
more able to fiUfil our mission in the world as the heart and centre

of a nation spread over the earth, than we could be if reduced to

the luirrow bounds of (mr own islands. How then could the existing

union be preserved and cemented r* . . . What was needed
was a scheme for combining the efforts of the colonies with our

own for the attainment of common obje(!ts. ^V common fiscal poli(;y,

however desirable, was evidently imattalnable at present ; still

less could there be any notion of constituting a federal body
which should interfere either with our ordinary domestic legisla-

tion or with that of the several colonies. They must therefore

reject the suggestion that the colonies should send representatives

to the English House of Commons, The example of 1*'ranee had
been pleaded for this scheme, but it would not work with us. In

u reformed Upper House, however, room might with advantage be

found for colonial members. The main conuuon object to be regarded

was naval and military defence. England had now all the liability,

nearly all the expense, and had also the control of foreign policy

involving the issue of peace or war, for the colonies as well as for

herself.

He believed the colonies would be willing to bear their

share in the «»xpense ; but if so they might fairly ask to be con-

sulted in foreign policy also. Thus the problem before us was how
to find a means of ascertaining the wishes of the outlying part

of our people, and enabling common action to be concerted with
them. The suggestion of a representative colonial council well

deserved consideration, for it would be a (piicker and moi'e effec-

tive organ of colonial opinion than any which now existed. Such


