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Feds student loan
tax deal opposed

by John Beresford
Canadian University Press

ToroNTo — — The federal govern-
ment has offered to replace its 3 per-
cent tax on Canada Student Loans
with more stringent terms on the loans.

But student groups who oppose
the tax say the changes may make
things even worse for students.

The proposed changes include:

* changing the requirements for full-
time status froma 60 to an 80 percent
course load.

* eliminating the six-month interest-
free period after graduation.

* reducing the period over which stu-
dents can borrow to six-and-a-half
years from 10 years.

The tax was put in place last year
to pay for defaulted loans.

In February, Ottawa announced it
would eliminate the tax. But now
officials say the surcharge has to stay
unless other measures are taken to
reduce the cost and number of de-
faulted loans.

“It is expected that this will pro-
vide scope to eliminate the 3-per-

cent guarantee fee on loans and to
increase the limits on loans to stu-
dents,” said Laurent Marcoux,
spokesperson for the Secretary of
State.

But Caryn Duncan, a researcher
with the Canadian Federation of Stu-
dents, said students shouldn’t be
forced to choose between two unac-
ceptable alternatives.

The Association of Part-time Un-
dergraduate Students at University
of Toronto said the proposed changes
discriminate against part-time stu-
dents.

“For alotof studentsit’s part-time
or nothing,” said Rick Martin, an
association representative. “A raise
in the course-load definition will be
particularly devastating for single
mothers who can only go to school
part-time.”

The student loans are made by
banks, but the federal government
guarantees them against default. It
has paid $960 million for defaulted
loans since the program began 28
years ago.

The government has tried to reform
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the program for the past two-and-a-
half years and is currently negotiat-
ing with the Canadian Bankers Asso-
ciation.

Duncan charged the government
is trying to escape its responsibility
to guarantee student loans.

“It wants to share responsibility
of the loans with the banks, making it
look less like a student loan and more
like a bank loan,” she said.

Student loans are interest-free
while recipients remain in classes,
whereas banks begin charging inter-

est immediately.
Martin said students should never
have been taxed in the first place.
“Itaffects the people who are least
able to pay. The very idea of taxing a
student loan sounds perverse,” he
said.

YORK UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES
NEED HELP? CHECK THIS OUT.

This year, Scott Library is offering a series of workshops designed to help new and returning
students feel confident about doing library research. Workshops run from September though
November, and cover a variety of topics:

* ORIENTATION (September only)
Find out how the library works & where the books are.

* YORKLINE WORKSHOPS
Learn the commands that will help you master the library catalogue, YORKLINE.

* PERIODICALS WORKSHOPS
Just what IS a journal article? Learn what they are & how to find them.

* CD-ROM WORKSHOPS (Basic & Advanced)
Got a topic? CD-ROM databases can help you find references to research materials,

quickly and efficiently.
* INTERNET WORKSHOPS

The next frontier in libraries. Learn how to tap into the global information network & see

what other libraries have.

* SOCIAL SCIENCES WORKSHOPS
Learn how to do basic library research in the Social Sciences (e.g. Anthropology,
Sociology, Psychology). Bring your topics/problems. We'll provide the handouts.

* HUMANITIES WORKSHOPS
Learn how to do basic library research in the Humanities (e.g. History, Literature,
Philosophy). Bring your topics/problems. We’ll provide the handouts.

A timetable of library workshops is available at the Information Desk, Scott Library and at the
branch libraries. All workshops are approximately 50 minutes in length and take place on the
first floor of Scott Library. Meet near the Copy Centre.

DROP IN!

MEMORANDUM

TO: All York Students

FROM: The Counselling and Development Centre

Are you aware that there is a special coun-
selling service available to students at York
at no extra charge? Included are:

agement, exam preparation and
essay writing.

SELF-CHANGE &

ASSISTANCE FOR STUDENTS
WITH LONG-TERM MENTAL
HEALTH NEEDS:

PERSONAL COUNSELLING:

For individuals, couples or families.
Discuss your personal concerns with
a counsellor.

All conversations are confidential and
no appointment is needed for the ini-
tial interview.

Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.,

Monday to Friday

GROUPS AND WORKSHOPS:
Themes include assertiveness train-
ing, stress and anxiety management,
effective communication skills, avoid-
ing procrastination, relaxation, perfor-
mance anxiety, exam anxiety, self-
esteem development, adult children
of alcoholics, women survivors of sex-
ual abuse and academic performance
enhancement through self-hypnosis.

LEARNING SKILLS
PROGRAMME:
Workshops, discussions and individu-
al consultation on effective reading,
listening and notetaking, time man-

MANAGEMENT:

The Self-Change & Management
Programme (SCAMP) provides a
structured format to enable you to use
your time more effectively.

The SELF-HELP RESOURCE CEN-
TRE is available in Room 145 to pro-
vide information and assistance on a
wide variety of issues, including:
Learning Skills, Personal/Social
Concerns/Women's Issues, Alcohol,
Drugs and Aids.

UNIVERSITY SKILLS SERIES:

Four one-hour weekly workshops:
reading a textbook, exam preparation,
time management and stress man-
agement.

COMMUNITY MENTAL HEALTH
CONSULTATION:

All staff members of the CDC are avail-
able for consultation with individuals,
offices, or departments on issues relat-
ing to the psychological well-being of the
university community.

This programme includes individual
counselling, a weekly support
group,orientation to campus
resources, linkage to community
resources, and discussion/problem
solving/ to enhance one's role as a
student.

LEARNING DISABILITIES PRO-

GRAMME:

. This programme for students with
learning disabilities provides diagnos-
tic assessment, personal, life skills
and career counselling, peer support
and advocacy.

Feel free to come in.
Perhaps we can help.

Counselling and

Development Centre
145 Behavioural Sciences Building

736-5297 (ext. 55297)




