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THE BUDGET.

Tt is

B

very doubtful it Mr. Fialding's
proposals will d them-
selves very highly to any political
party. The concessions he has made
to the Free Trade element in his own
party are so small as to he practically
negligible; the Progressives will be
frankly diegusted, becanse to all inm-
tents and purposes he has ignored
thelr pet theories albtogether; and the
Conservatives will be irritated at the
preferential treatment accorded to
German products. Under no circum-
stances can the Budget proposals be
described as something to be proud
of; but perhaps in view of .,the very
discordant elements within his own
party that Mr. Fielding had to pay
regard to, he perhaps has done as well
as could be expected under the cir-
cumstances.

Consistent Liberals who have kept
in mind the programme which the
party laid down for itself at the great
national convention held at Ottawa in
1919, may be forgiven if they marvel
at the manner in which Mr. Fielding
has carried it out. That programme
called for substantial reductions in
the burdens of customs taxation as a
means of reduecing the high cost of
living, and also in the cost of th2 in
struments of production., Mr. Fielding
has met this demand by taking off
about a million in duties on the one
hand, agpd adding upward of thirty
millions in taxes on the other. This
sort of thing ecalls to mind some lines
written several years ago, shortly after
the Liberal party came into power in
1896, that were referred to recently
by a writer in the Toronto Saturd.y
Night, and which seems to put the
present situation quite aptly:—

“Do you remember ninety three

“Before our sun did climb?

“When we declared for trade all
free

“Then I was in my prime;

“Right in the fight through thick and
thin,

“My Cobden medal shone

“But just as soon as we got in,

“WE KEPT THE DUTIES ON.”
Mr. Fielding has not only “kept the
“duties on,” bdbut has added very

materially to them. Whatever may be
said for the proposals therefore, they
cannot be described as in any sense
a fulfilment of the pledges given to the
country by the party im 1919, and
which pledges they solemnly under-
took to implement by legiskation as
soon as returned to power. Well may
Mr. Fielding say that a political plat-
form is only for use to get in on!

By way of reducing the high cos!
of living “which presses so severeiy
“apon the masses of the people,” Mr
Fielding has added fifty per cent to
the sales tax, which means practically
an additional five per cent. to the price
of the anticle. He has increased the
taxes on telegrams and cheques to a
considerable extent, ali of which will
mean added cost to the merchants,
who will pass the burden along Lo
their customers. Lauxuries such as
cigarettes and automobiles have baen
doly taken care of and the duties on
each considerably enlarged. These
duties, however, can be evaded in the
ecase of cigarettes, by rolling one's
own.

The worst featmre of the whole
Budget is that which repeals the
regulation made by the Meighen Gov-
ermmment thas foreign currencies should
not be valued at less than fifty per |exp

POWER—AT COST.

The interchange of opinions and
ideas on the subject of hyero between
The Globe and The Telegraph has
made quite interesting reading even it
it has not been particularly informat-
ive. Most citisens, we imagine, will
agree with both our comtemporaries
that cheap power and light is what is
required-—there is no question about
that phase of it—but in their com-
sideration of the matter, both of them
have overlooked the financial aspect
of it. There has been too much of a
tendency to accept as indisputable facts
certain features which people would
like to believe, and do believe because
they have been told so by interested
parties. They refuse to look on the
other side of the picture, because they
don't want to see what is there.

The Standard has all along refused
to accept as reliable the data given
by the engineers who are interested
in the construction of the Musquash
works, or of those who have been so
assiduously endeavoring to involve the
City in a héavy financial undertaking.
It is all based upon supposition, which
is a very unreliable foundation for
any undertaking. Citizens hawve been
promised current at 4 cents. Well
anyone who takes the troubls to figure

_{things out for himself, can soon find

out that this is an impossibility.
What are the facts? The City
Council has applied for & minimum
of 10,000,000 kilowats at 1.2 cents.
That is $120,000 a year. A distribution
plant to cost $900,000 is to be oon-
structed, interest on this amount at
6% is $54,000 a year. Then there is a
sinking fund, depreciation, replace-
ment charges, operating costs and
every other thing that comes in the
scope of supplying consumers, which
according to the Kirby-Phillips re
port, will bring the total expenditure
up to $322,000 a year. How is ilhe
revenue to take care of this te be
made up? By the sale of current
What are the prospects for tnis?
The N. B. Power Company sells
about 5,000,000 kilowatts a year,
1,000,000 for street lights, and a little
over 4,000,000 to private customers,
but only 3,000,000 is sold in the city,
which would be the only market open
to the City Council. Mr. Herbert
Phillips, who appears to be the chief
mentor of the hydro enthusiasts, says
the City is going to capture the whole
of the Power Company's customers in
a year or so. Mr. Phillips never made
a greater mistake in his life, and he
has, like most of the rest of us, Lo
doubt made many in his time. Con-
sumers generally, and big consumers
particularly, are not going to switch
over from the Power Company, whose
service can always be relied upon, to
a service that cannot be relied upon,
simply because the City owns the
latter. Moreover is it to be supposed
that the Power Company will quietly
allow itself to be snuffed out of exist-
ence without putting up a fight in
the shape of a rate war? If the City
should even succeed in captu-ing the
sale of 1,000,000 kilowatts from the
Power Company it will be lucky. As
for a market being available ‘or
10,000,000 or even 5,000,000 kilowaits,
the idea is absolutely absard. Ask
any responsible citizen.
Anyway, suppose the OCity does
captare 1,000,000 kilowatts. There
will also be the 1,000,000 kilowatts
used for street lighting that now costs
the Oity treasury $35,000 a year. Al-
lowing this $35,000 towards the annual
d of $322,000, there siill re-

pent of par. This is a feature that af-
fects Germany. Before the war the
German mark was worth about 23
cents. Today it is worth about ome-
‘ third of a cent. As a consequence the
Canadian tariff against German goods
became mo tariff at all; paid in Can-
adian ocurrency, the German manufac-
turer could surmount any tariff we
conld devise, no matter how high. By
the repeal of the Meighen Government

nnl.ns $287,000 to be found, and a
market for 1,000,000 kilowatts to pro-
vide it. Well, now, if you have got to
raise $287,000 by the sale of 1,602,900
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b ‘won't come up. But nrdonm
exercise anyhow,

A Stinging Paraliel
(Hamilton Herald.)
A8 a paval power Canada will now
be very close to Switserland's class.

A Scoffer
(Hartford Times.)
If Ananies had lived it would be
rather amusing fo hear him talk
about his golf score.

One Trouble in the World
(Columbia Record.)

Work, of course, is the cure for
unrest, but there are lots of people
who think the remedy is worse than
the disease.

Skirts Never To Be Shorter
(Philadelphia Inquirer.)

Still, the red-headed girls will
never have a better opportunity than
they emjoy now for proving to the
world at large that the charge that
they are ali bowlegged is a base, per
nicious libel.

They Do Not Strike
(Halifax Herald.)

While alu.t continuous struggies
for readjustment and higher wages
have been going on between the men
who are employers and the men who
work fior wages there are two classes
who never go on strike but who are
the poorest paid of nearly all classes.
The clergyman and the school teach-
er are expected to devote years of
hard study in order to qualify them-
selves for their arduous duties, and
after they have—as many of them do
—Ilived in the most economical man-
ner to push themselves through high
school and college, often enduring
penury te win educational qualifica-
tions, they are rewarded with salaries
that make life a continuous fight tor
eristence and that are inad

: !

And 1 held it up and It looked grate as if it jest dropped

out of somebodys dimond ring without knowing it, the fellows

saying, Holey smoaks; some peeple are born lucky, -good nite
hew big it is, O boy, G wisx, jimminy ocrickits, gosh, good-

llum. they wished they was me, and Puds Simikins sed,
of had it it your old hed hadent of bin in the way, its half
e by rites, [Il give you a cent for it. !
A ecent for a dimond, like fun, wats you think, good nite,
uthing doing, 1 sed.
11 give you '.'comhrl!.!ed Sid Haunt.
Il give you 3, sed Sam Cross, and Leroy Shooster sed,
You.s nickel cuh on delivery, take it or leeve it,
say?
Wich' jest then I had a ideer, saying, Wate a minnit, Il Be
back. And I ran up to Klumby Avenue fast as lightening
Tan into the joolry store and the joolry man was taking a
teh all apart and looking at the peeces, saying, Well son wats
mash, wats on your mind?
Is this dimond reei? I sed, showing it to hin and he looked
t it saying, Not so you could notice it. Meening it wasent, and
sed, Well aint it eny good? and he sed, Sure it is, it you had
whole waggin load jest like it you'd havé a good load of glass.
And I went back to the fellows, saying to Leroy Shooster,
rite, wares the nickel?
Like fun, ware you bin? sed Leroy Shooster, and I sed,
Wats that got to do with {t? And I asked Sam Cross if he still
wanted it for 3 cents, wich he sed he dident, and neither did Sid
Hunt for 2 and neither did Puds Simkins for one.
Proving sometimes if you cant make up your mind quick
theres no use making it up at all.
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2% Ib. Packages .. 35c -

D e ko
to secure .
walls and ceilings at kittle cost—and the

range of colors is so wide—twenty-two
delicahehnh. nl.owhlta—-—dmnumuuymmnto'
select' the color combination you most desire.
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it's ready for use.

"B, Packiges .. ..+ 98c

1117
King St.

Leather

e
compensation for the services mey
render.

Even the leaders of education in
the universities are paid salari
which are small in ¢omparison wi
the remuneration paid to men in com-
mercial life, and the opportunities for
advancement of the teacher are infi-
nitesmal in comparison with the open-
ings for the man in business, As for
the clergyman, his lot is hard work
during his entire life—small pay
while he is working and perhaps a
trifling retiring allowance when he
becomes unfit for service.

We hear of the churches flourish-
ing. Of the membership increasing.
And sometimes we do hear about the
stipends of the clergymen being in-
creased. But the increases come
slowly and are far from being ade-
quate. A writer in the Ladies’ Home
Journal has analyzed the situation in
the United States. He finds that
there were 170,000 active Protestant
clergymen in 1916; that the salaries
paid to them totalled $125,000,000; and
that the average salary paid to each,
therefore, was $736 a year, equal to
$14.13 a week.

A good many of them of course
would be provided with & house; but
even then, fancy a man trying to keep
a family, to dress his family decently,
to provide himself with books, to re-
spond to the many cails that are made
on a clergyman, and to live comfort-
ably without luxuries on $14.13 a week.
Comment is hardly necessary. How
any man could do these things in the
times of soaring prices about passes
urderstanding. But there were few
complaints, and no strikes.
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As He Took It
Comedian—"Poor old Harry got the
bird properly last night. They hissed
him right off the stage. Then I came
on The audience quieted down and
listened to my first number with every
attention. Then, just as I was giving
‘em my patter, blowed if they didm't
start hissing old Harry again

e e
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| THE LAUGH LINE

@

There are few things more imprac-
tical than a “practical” joke.

Striving to get into the wupper
crust of society has cost many a man
his bottom doflar.

A kiss is just the triamph of Na-
ture over the germ theory.

Euphemistic
“Pa, what's 'auburn’ mean?’
“Auburn, my son, I8 a word used
by reportérs to keep from hurting a
red-headed girl's feelings."—Boston
Transcript.

Reflections
Kriss—“Did you notice how his face
lit up while he was talking?”
Kross—*“Yes. “That was because
he was in front of an old flame.”
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‘usband a brass-finisher, 'cos we know
'e usually finishes 'is brass om the
way 'ome on & Sat'day afternoon.’

“DODDS
KIDNEY

Hopeless

The manager of a factory asked
the foreman if the new man he had
hired was making progress. “Pro-
gress!” exclaimed the foreman, dis-
gustedly. ‘Progress! I've taught him
everything I knmow and he is still an
ignorant fool.”

Keys Of 11 U. . Cities
lnFoc__E’stoldBowl

Legion Gift is Centre Piece in

 GUARANTEED
WATERPROOF CEMENT

Belting

MANUFACTURED BY

D. K. McLAREN, Limited

Main 112180 Germain Street, St. John, N. B.—Box, 702,
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Marshal's Home.

Paris, May 84—The keys of eleven
American . cities have been placed in
the golden bow! presented to Marshal

Foch by the American Legion, and the
bowl forms the center piece of a room
in the little brown stone house where
the great commander has gathered the
gifts from his friends in America.

In this rofui he hes hung on the
walle documents making him a citizen
of the principal cities in the United

, sbuvenirs, medals and pre
sents of all sorts.

“But there is one gift I could not
keep here,” says the Marshal, refer
ring to the Montana wild cat given
to him on his tour of the United
States. The animal is in the Zoologi-

SAVE YOUR EYES

eyes

by wearing
We grind our own lenses, insur.
ing you prompt, accurate service.
D. BOYANER, Optometrist,
111 Charlotte St

If your vision is impaired—if your

won’t stand .the strain .of

hard, constant work—you owe it to

yourself to make up the 'deficiency
glasses.

St. John

Foundry and Machine Works, Ltd.
EngmeasandMadnmm

‘Phone West 598.
G. H. WARING, Manager.

YOUR WATCH
NEEDS CLEANING
If it has been running

eighteen months since it
was last cleaned and oiled.

cal Gardens,

Ordinarily at the end of six

Enshrined in ome corner of this
“American room” is the War Oross

months the oil in a watch
begins to deteriorate and

given to Marshal Foch’s son “for gal-
lantry in battle,” before he was killed
near Verdun in 1914,

TAKES TITLE FROM
FAMOUS HILL

London, May 23— The .titls of Vis-
count Traprain, gssumed by the Karl
of Balfour, is takem from the famous
hill, Traprain Law, on his East Lothian
estate of Whittingehame,

This hill, with its Roman and Norse
remains, is a favorite hunting ground
for archeologists who about a year ago
during excavatioms brought to light
silver which is belleved to have been
burfed by Norse raiders in the early
cernturies of the Christian era.

Within 5 Minutes of
Everything Worth While

Hutel Breslin

Broadway at 29% St,
New Pork

An High Class Hotel
with Moderate Rates

Popular priced Club Breakfasts

A Cafeteria—the last word in
upto-dateness—just opened

RATES
'E Single Room with bath . $3.00
Double Room with bath - ‘6.00

the timekeeping gualities
are affected. At first the
change is very slight and it
is only in finely adjusted

- and closely rated watches
that the variation is mo-
ticed, But later even the
unadjusted watch shows
more or less variation and ¢
in order to have satisfactory
timekeeping service the old
oll must be removed and ¢
new oil supplied.
It your watch is not telling
you the correct time try the

?  Sharpe Repair Service—you

! will be thoroughly satisfied.

b L. L. SHARPE & SON,
b

‘C

ut Down
Roofing
Costs

by using a GOOD prepar-
ed roofing while you're
at it. You'll get more
weight per square and
better wearing qualities
in

COAL
American' Anthracite,
; All sizes.

_ Springhill, Reserve,
George's Creek Blacksmith,
A wonderful grate coal,
R.P. & W.F. Starr, Ltd.

Cleat Magils 24 ' fuce.
! e
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‘46&!)&08& 159 Union Se.

YOU MAY PLAN TO BEGIN WITH

US at any time, as we will have mo




