then, just as we know those who came
juto contact with Him after He had
begun His public work.

From different walks of life, and
widely different degrees of knowledge,
men might come to the infant King:
but they came obedient or disobedient
ito the messages already heard, pro
pared to be either subjects or enemies.
Present duty was determined by the
light already received. The wise men
"had seen the star, the shepherds had
‘heard the song and the angels' tidings,
%Wut these great favors were only an
incentive to further search. Nor could
they remain for long where they were;
it they were to see for themselves,
they must act at once. The star's
guidance was offered for that time
only; the child was said to be at
Bethlehem; a short time later, and
they would have sought in vain. The
flight Into ¥gypt and tne wmirty years
o1 obscurity would follow speedily up-
‘on this one opportunity.

By different paths men went to
! Bethlehem; by different paths they
{'went back to life and work. The
Thumble shepherds had not become
jWise men, their occupation was the
shme as before and yet earth could
never be the same to them as it had
been, Did they think much about duty?
Pid they say, “I suppose that we
ought, to go to Bethlehem; I think that
it is our duty to tell others something
about what we have seen?”’ The, word
“duty”™ seems a strange one to use 'n
such a connection. It represented a
fact, but not the side of the fact at
which these men were looking. Their
eves had seen that for which prophets
and priests, righteous men and kings
had longed. It had been left for them
to continue the angels’ work in spreac-
ing the glad news that was for all the
veople, and how could they remain
silent? To eyes that had seen the
Christ-child duty became transfigured
on that first Christmas Day. Surely
n the light of that star and i{n recol
lection of that epoch-making birth we
nedd not tell each other in Christian
lands that the message of the babe of

loses his case must pay ¢he costs. Why |,

should not Germany pay the costs?
L was she and she alone than ran up
this bill. She kept adding to it day
after day once she had started upon
her course of destruction notwith
standing all the solemn .warnings ve-
Geatedly given her. Now, why ought
not she to pay? We believe that by
every rule of justice her obligation
Is absolute. The two alternatives she
elacted to stand by were “world do-
ninion or downfall™ Had she suo-
ceeded the ‘downtall” would have been
ours. By the grace of God her nefar
fous and guilty purposes have been
thwarted and defeated and now and
hereafter untfl the sum of her indebt.
edness ia fully lquidated, it is only
Justice that she should be made to
pay. The United States is still pay-
Ing pensloners of her civil war days.
For many years our herolo penstoners
must be pald and we will see to it
that they are pald. Our cltirsss de-
mand that they be pald liberally ani
to the very end, but have our citizens
Mot also the moral right to demand
that ultimately Germany be compelled
to reimburse Canada for the amounta
80 devoted. They called the tune,
let them pay the fiddler.
Y
THEIR CRY FOR MERGQCY.

It s most gratitying to read that the
women of America are not being de-
ceived by the cringing appeal of the
German women. The whole world
has suffered hunger more than they
ever will, and it {s not so very long
since they were gloating over the
sinking of food from the very coun-
tries to which they are now appealing.
If they are hungry, and it is doubtful
If they really are, let them remember
that it fs a just retribution.

The Allied countries have faced a
shortage of necessities, and on account
of the Germans will go without luxu-
ries for some time yet, and the famine
in many homes will take generations

to wipe out.

It was only to be expected that they
would cry for mercy as soon as their
own land war threatened; a mereiful

lvnemy has granted them food; but to

Bethlehem 1s that of service of human-|agk for food we need ourselves is a

fty. And it is still true that those
who see Him are the best at serving
cthers and those who sing the Christ-
mas carols best are those who have
in their own hearts the peace and
gcod-will to all men of which angel
choristers sang that star-lit
right so long ago
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MAKE GERMANY PAY,

upon

And now comes the announcement
that the Allied war bill against Ger-
nany totals some 24,000,000,000
pounds., Of this amount the cost of
the war to Great Britain {s reported to
¢ some 8,000,000,000 pounds, It has
been said that inasmuch as the total
estimated wealth of Germany befora
the war was in the vicinity of some
16,000,000,000 pounds to 20,000,000,000
pounds that we cannot hope to receive
back from her sufficient sums to cover
cur clalms. This opinion may not,
however, be final. It is to be borne in
mind that with a nation as with an
individual the ability to pay is meas-
ured by its earning power multiplied
by the time allowed to pay off the in-
debtedness. Let the claims in full of
curselves and our allies be presented
and accepted by the Germans at the
peace conference., Then let Germany
Dbe given all the time that is necessary
t, pay for her most inexcusable and
wanton destruction of property. Until
+the last mark and pfennig has been
paid, it goes without saymg that we
must hold guarantees of sufficient mag-
| nitude as will place the future install-
immﬂ of this debt beyond a peradven
ture

Moreover, it wonld be interesting to
jthe average man to know fust how the
j parliamentarians have made sup this
,sum representing our claim. Of course
jthey have taken cognizance of all ma-
terial damage and losses, but have
they also added to that sum the cost
jof human life destroyed or maimed be-
yond human repalr. It was recently
islated that every life lost to the state
{tkrough disease involved a loss to the
|#tate of $10,000. A very low estimate
ywe think, but let it be. Then, why

| jovght not Germany be compelled to

little bit too much.

Let the women of Germany use
their wonderful genius, so good at
creating devilish devices of destruc
tion and be thankful that they are not
threatened with the same fate meted
out to the helpless women of Belgium
ond France by German husbands and
brothers. If we have food to spare let
our destitute allles in Serbia, Russia
and Belgium be looked after first,

The enemy peoples do not love us
one bit better than they did before
November eleventh. A stroke of the
pen has not softened hatred fostered
for years. They have ceased to fight
simply because they were being de-
feated and we all know that if there
were any chances of victory they
would make war again at a moment's
rotice, with their women and even
their children helping to provide the
means.

In & few more months they will have
an opportunity to gather in another
harvest, and a little shortage in the
meantime may not do them any harm
and will teach them a much needed
lesson.

PRSI S

In Holland and France they are now
using tanks in place of mules along
the canal towpaths. Tanks are cer-
tainly extending their sphere of uge-
fulness, but nobody has as yet used
them for anything even remotely sug-
gestive of their name.

e e I et et

The granting of the right of suffrage
to the women of England will no doubt
arouse in the minds of a good many
Canadian women the thought that
feminine capabllity is just as great
over here as acroes the water.

WHAT THEY SAY
+ ~+
Women ag Jurore.

Brooklyn Eagle—Now that women
are citizens of the State of New York,
with all rights and obligations of eiti-
zenship, there is no more reason why
they should be excused from jury duty
than there is why men should be

i

Member 8. P. C. A, (to brutal

“No, My friend, I woan't shut

up. Your poor horse, unfortunately,

cannot spoak like Balaam's ass, but

1 would have you know, sir, that I
oan.'

A Fly Question

The Adjutant (to p
ly-room olerk): “Well, Blithers, you
say you're good at figures. Now, if
there were four flles on this table
and I ¥illed one how maeny would
there be left?™

Blithers: "One, sir—the dead 'un”

Sounded Like it

A laborer who stuttered badly was
arrested for some misdeniednor and
was taken before the magistrate.

“What s your name, prisoner?”
asked the judge severely.

The prisoner screwed up his mouth
and begun:

B e A

The magistrate broke in:

“I am asking you what your namo
b [ Rl

Again the prisoner started in:
“'8-8-89-8-8t-4p""—mee

Whereupon the magistrate lost his
patience and turned to the policeman
who had brought the prisoner in.

“What s this prisoner oharged
with, officer?"

The cop saluted, and said:

“Begorra, Ot don't know, bdbut Ol
should think it was soda water”

A MHereditary Trait.

The school teacher had punished
Tommy so often for talking during
school, and the punishment had been
apparently without effect, that, as a
iast resort, she decided to notity
Tommy's father of his son's fault. 8o
following the deportment mark om
his next report were these wonds:

“Tommy talks a great deal”

In due time the report was return
ed with his father's signature, and
under it was written: “You ought
to hear his mother”

8o Careless!

was here with last

“Who you

night?

..KWeHHnr‘-—-Aunea was here father”
“Well, tell Agnes she's left her

spurs and ‘Sam Browne' under the

sottee.”

Catty.

Edith: What makes you think Jack
loves me so desperately?

Maud: Oh, a thousand things! He
always looks so pleased, for instance,
when you sing and play.

— e 4
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Sussex, N. B,
Sopt. 19, 1918,
Bditor The Standard.

Sir: It is as good as a cirous, and
about as amusing, to read the almost
dally diatribes of the 8t John papers
of a certain class, about the horrible
Tories, and horrible potatoes.

Many of the present day breed of
14berals, so-called, seem to have no
higher aim in life than mudelnging,
and dirtthrowing. They revel in
muck, and are not particular whether
they employ the tactics of the father
of Yes, or clothe themselves in the
self-righteousness, which every hypo-
crite can assume, when it sults the
purpose of loud-mouthed professions
of purity, where the real article is non
existent,

Talking to a personal friend, a sim-.
on pure Liberal, the other day, about
“investigations” going on, he was not
a very warm admirer of the course
pursued. He and 1 agreed upon one
point, namely, that all this bother go-
ing on before commissions, about po-
tatoes and one thing and another, was
more for political effect and to fasten
blackness of character upon political
opponents, than from any love of po-
litleal honesty and jurity. Dumn the
Opposition well mnow, damn them
well, and keep on damning until the
next election comes, and maybe we
can fool the electors into the same
course,
laugh in our eleeves and remain in
place and power.

Seriously. Mr. Editor, 1 wonder if
the editorisd blatherskites of the Tele-
graph and Tiaes really

couple of nomentities sent wmnm
sent the
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divet s given, the electors are mot in-
fluencdd theredy to any great extent.
Some newspapers Nesitate not to say
that even if the judge or commission
gives & verdiot of “innocent,” the
people will still hold thelr own opin.
fon, and say “guily.” Of course that
s a brasen oase, Where the wish is
father to the thought, and rests on the
“we know" theory, no matter what
the evidenoe and ‘the judge may say
Politics must rule the roost, and it is
utterly impossible for u Tory to be
Innocent, no matter what he is chary:
ed with. It fs, however, comforting

rabid sheets as the Telegraph and
Times are not able to poleon the
minds of inteltectual independent el
ectors. Somo day there will be an-

better, and it Wil then be seen how
little effect mudelinging and dirty
political tnotios against such men as
Murray, Jones and others will have
when the people declde
may rate and imegine vain things
but common senss people are not go
ing to turn down well tried and fafth.
ful representatives, to nlease others
not halt as good.

The whole thing of these investiga.
tions seems to revolve round cam-
palgn funds, Both parties have them,
both condemn them more or less ani
wish—s#0 they eay-they could do
without them. Where clectoral purity
governed, they should not be required,
8till there are legitimate cxpenses ne-
cessnry which call for campaisi turids
but it has to be mcknowledged that
all campalgn funds are not used legt
timately, Men on both sides orr in
this reapect, and & looks sometimes
as if it cannot be helped. When the

DUST is @
DANGEROUS
HAZARD

It carries deadly germs.
It affects the throat and
lungs.
It causes headaches and
sp. . ads disease. .
DO NOT SWEEP

without

Dusthane

It is used in Hospitals and
Schools everywhere,
Order a tin today.
All Grocers.

W.H.Thorne & Co.,

Limited,
General Distributors.
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to know thet the veporings of such|in

other election, and the sooner the | yin

are simply d

with useloss lnnmntlom{wh?:huntl.::
at pulling down some of our bept mea
md":nly gives a black eye to our pro

Yours traly,
OLD TIME LIBERA!.
S S

The heathen f

You can get Dain

 Polishing Qutfits, 68¢.

Footwear

CHRISTMAS GIFTS,
Boudoir

ty
pers in b
price $2.28. . —

Comfy Felt in d
colors, Ol.’l"i)' g:"“.“.dntv

g-lhn. $1.80 to $3.78.
'omen’
‘&u;‘”'*OUu‘Lulh

Men'
”:“‘Mq $2.38 o
Ankle Supports, 60e.
Infants’ 48e.
Infants’ Books
90c. to §3.00, "
’s 00
.78

Boots—Men
and $8.00; Women',
to $7.80, ' 4
many other attract.

Safety Razors
Manlours Sote

And many such approprinte gift artl
ales n our holiday display of

Jewelry

and related wares too numerous to
mention here.

Our large showing of ' LADIES'
BRACELET WATOMES for this seu.
son has demonstrated by fts rapidly
diminishing numbers that we have had
the gooda!

At mou that assure ready sales,
from our large reserves, we can still
supply all comers,

Our lines this year are all winners.

DO YOUR CHRISTMAS
SHOPPING NOW

FERGUSON & PAGE

These and
await ‘your inspec.

Foot
Fitters

ive Gift
McROBBIE * s

e

BEST QUALITY AT

KSTABLISHED 1870

GILBERT . MU

(U

A, M, Can, Soe
Surveys, Plans, Bt

Surveyor

Superintedence, Blue Prints, Black

Prints Maps of 8t John and Surroundings,

74 Carmarthen Street, 8t John

Civil Engineer and Crown

A REASONABLE PRICE

Bracelet Watches

Here is a Christmas gift
that will delight any

FIRE ESCAPES
Structural Steel, Bolts and Rods

woman or girl—a small

WM. LEWIS. & SON, ST. JOHN,

15 jewel Swiss Bracelet

Watch,

We are able right now to
offer these watches at de-
cidedly attractive prices
that are truly exceptional
values. There will be o
greater demand than ever i
before for  Bracelet
Watches this Christmas,
We advise early purchas-
ing.

Gold filled $20 and $22
Solid gold $30 and 836

PARALLEL QUALITIES

First Canadian

SPIRIT OF

El?didoury Force

SERVICE OF

Extra C Leather Belting

w

THE BEST

Manufactured by

D. K. McLAREN, Limited

Qﬂtﬂn!m

Main 1121 8. John N, Ii . Sox 708
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