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***roMlnf »“ to tafe order, safinon Ashing on the Bonaveptere 
by day from the «lilting buyers, put- Rt»er in Quebec Telegrams sent to 
tin* them together and packing the* ou*" C8mp sdvl*0d us of a greats Are,

but cçuld get little Information as to 
Its extent and the loss I had sustain- 
ed. The telegraph offices were burned 
and out of business. We Immediately 
decided to break camp and retard to 
St. John. When we reached the mouth 
of life Bonaventure we chartered a 
Ashing smack in order to cross the 
Bay of Chaleur and catch an Inter­
colonial train for home. After spend­
ing a rough night in the Bay, we 
reached New Mills on the New Bruns­
wick side and caught a freight train 
for Moncton. At Moncton, we first 
obtained a definite account of the de­
struction in the city. The first issue 
of the “Daily Telegraph" gave us this 
information. No printing establish­
ment remained in St. John, and the 
first issue of the* "Daily Telegraph" 
was printed and appeared in Mono-

A ■ cnbilng tor Immediate shipments of 
stock and arranging tor the temporary 
construction of a building on Market 
Square. We successfully carried on 
business there for upwards of a year, 
and then moved to our new building, 
built especially tor us on Prince Wil­
liam street, where we have remained 
ever since.

Qit»'ears usrnessIW. at night. The spring rush continued 
I tor about eight or ten weeks, and the 

--------11 autumn business commenced in Aug-

sl*œy±Æ,sr,,,,“bnslness, during the winter months, During these busy seasons, we sel- 
! K, ?! r°^ Wal' 0pened' m0re thsn htom left the store before midnight, 
doubled in volume. and. .to many cases, worked into the

Many names come to my mind of "wee uns' hours." 
those, who, in the past, like myself, 
wer^ hardware clerks. Some entered 
into business on their own account, 
only to pass, in a few years, out of 
the business life of St. John. Today, 
only one hardware firm besides my 
own, that was in existence fifty years 
ago, is doing business. That is the 
firm of Messrs. T. McAvlty & Sons,

#T KINGSTON
ONTARIOtheir smhTtoI? * Co:Jftd' «""brute lough building, while different depart- 

their SOthaunlveraary this month. In monte were equipped with the most
he. hreT?*4 ,™, ?* toljowtag review modern fliture, and faclBtlee for do­
nee been Issued by the company. . tag business. We can safely say that

ours is the best equipped hardware 
establishment in Canada.

The buildings now occupied by the 
Urm on King street and Prince Wil­
liam street have a Boor space of 63,- 
000 square feet; while the Water 
street warehouses, where iron, metals 
and heavy goods are stored, have a 
Boor apace of 36,000 square feet 

We are deeply Indebted to loyal cue- 
tom^o to the city of St. John, in New
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medicine education 

applied science
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Klcdtic. I Engineering.

home study

thing New In my first few years In business 1 
made many friends, more especially 
amongst young men In the country 
districts, who, like myself, were com­
mencing business on their own ac­
count.

“Fifty years ago the buslneea 
conducted by W. H. Thorn, A.Com. 
pany. Limited, was founded by the 
present president, Hon. W. H. Thorne. 
May, 1867, saw Its 
a a tore being opened at the corner of 
Dock street and Mafto Square, on the 
site now occupied by the Bank of Brit­
ish North America. 
daeafuUy Carried on until 1876, when 
the late Richard C. Scoyll, formerly

he Holiday
What a change has taken place, due 

to the ran ways and steamships tak­
ing the place of the sailers, 
from all paru of the world come to 
hand in- every month of the year, and 
distribution has ceased to be depend­
ent upon open navigation.

It la hardly necessary for me to 
speak of the great dre of June 20th, 
1877, which destroyed such a large 
portion of the city, and by which near­
ly every business firm suffered Irre­
parable lose. It is now a matter of 
history. . „

However, when the fire occurred, I, 
with others, was enjoying a holiday

ourself and us by 
early selections, so 
re may be ample 

finish, press and 
your Suit or Over-

commencement— These friendships continued 
during their lives, and it is most grati­
fying to me that I retained their 
fldence as well as that of many who 
are 8till alive and prosperous, 
talning the confidence of customers 
after many years of strenuous busi­
ness life is One of the great rewards 
of a business man; it is therefore that 
I take this opportunity of thanking all 
those who generously patronized my 
firm in the past, and I trust the 
ent management will

S-m-erSdMw,! N.rtg.So. SchoJ
-air «»d August DGoods

te April
GEO- Y. CHOWN, Rm^mirmr15

This was sue- Re- Rebuilts are really Rebuilt when 
bought <rom my selected list. The 
sort of typewriter for the man who 
wanis to get a Reliable machine at a 
low price. A. Milne Fraser, Jas. A. 
Little ,Mgr., 37 Dock street, St John,

net of leady-for- 
Dvercoals and Suits 
rived just in time 
loliday. Swagger 
ick suits among

à I reached home two days after the 
fire and immediately prepared to again 
commence business. The first two or 
three days were spent in wiring and

pres- 
continue to 

merit the confidence of the public."
W. H. THORNE.

Mr. and Mrs. W. A. Simonds an­
nounce the engagement of their daugh­
ter, Hildred Stewart, to J. ALwyn Tait, 
the marriage to take place early in 
June.
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it’s, 68 King St.

i *
{Guaranteed toi you by the Canada Life)

A. T. THORNE. 
1876-1917.

geo. McDonald
1877-1917. You know of men well up in years who are 

still drudging along. They cannot stop even if 
they would, but must go on to the end of their 
days working for a living.

When they were younger they did not have 
the chance now offered you. It was not then 
possible to secure such a convenient and abso­
lutely certain provision as our Monthly Pension 
Plan, by means of which an average deposit of 
only a few dollars a month would now return 
them $50 a month for the rest of their days.

How Fifty Dollars a Month looks to 
the Average Man at Various Ages
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IIw. H. THORNE 

President. 
1867-1917.
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Afh W-Happy on Fifty DoUsn » month.$zed . aT. C. LEE 
1869-1917. Why Not Pension Yourself?•JOHN F. TILTON 

1883-1917. Ltd. Tn fact, few in any trade have 
had a continuous successful fecord for 
fifty years. Of the names that were 
familiar In the business life of St. 
John fifty years ago, only a few re­
main. I call to mind: C. & E. Everett; 
Geo. 8. DeForest & Son, Ltd.; Jas. 
Fleming; Saint John Globe; Hall & 
Fatrweather, Limited; J. & A. McMil­
lan; Manchester, Robertson & Allison; 
T. Ranklne & Sons; Vassle & Co., 
Ltd.; William Thomson & Co., Ltd.

The following men or firms had 
been engaged in the hardware busi­
ness during the past fifty years with 
more or less success, but I can hardly 
recollect an instance where one ill thq 
trade haa retired it wealthy and inde­
pendent: W. H. Adams: Barry &"Mc- 
Laughlin ; C. G. Berryman; Berryman 
& Olive; Fulton Beverly; I. & F. Bur­
pee; E. A. Everett; John Carlin; 
Clark, Kerr & Thorne; Lewln & Al- 
llngham; C. 8. Melick; W. H. Olive; 
Stillwell & Goggln; Harry Thomas; 
Walker Tisdale & Son; Warwick, Hay­
ward & Clark; William Waterbary; 
W. W. Whelpley.

Nearly all have passed ont of our 
business life.

It is a good idea to “take stock" ofresiding in Shediac, conducting a large 
lumber business there, entered into 
partnership, and the firm of W. H. 
Thorne & Company was formed.

To tetter provide for the conduct 
of the retail and wholesale business, 
these were separated, and a new build­
ing erected especially for the firm on 
Canterbury street, on the site now oc­
cupied by the S. Hayward Co. in which 
the wholesale business was conducted, 
while the retail wps carried on at the 
original stand In charge of Mr. T. C. 
Lee.

your present
financial position—to size up your personal affairs and 
decide on a plan for the future.dable

Ml")tv J. G. HARRISON
1893-1917. Our New Pension PolicyAge 20—Fifty Dollars a month is not enough.

\

Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Prince Ed­
ward Island and parts of Quebec, who 
have patronized the firm and made 
the success of the business possible.

AVith betterx facilities, better build­
ings and warehouses, and larger stock, 
we trust to receive the confidence of 
the business community throughout 
the lower provinces for many years to 
come."

It guarantees that upon your reaching a certain age in 
life, you will receive a monthly cheque for $50.00 or 
you may now decide—and this monthly payment 
cease as long as you live.

Further Guarantees
If you should jJie before having received the payments 

for at least ten years, then the balance will be paid to your 
estate or to anyone you appoint. Or, if you should die 
before reaching the age at which your pension starts, the 
monthly payments will be made to your beneficiary for ten 
years. Positively, these cheques will be issued by the 
Canada Life, absolutely guaranteed, whether you live or die.

on your hot 
you will find more, as 

cannot
O*0" *

B or call at
In 1877, the great fire In St. John 

took place. Both stores, with their 
contents, were totally destroyed. To 
proviOe for the continuation of the 
business, a temporary two-story struc­
ture was built on the Market Square, 
a permit for its erection having been 
issued by the late Dr. Earle, who was 
mayor of the city of St. John. Inside 
of ten days, business was resumed. 
Meantime provision was made for the 
building on Prince William street, 
and in about eighteen months the 
premises were occupied, which have 
continued as the main building since 
that time.,

In 1884, lh
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Hon. W. H. Thorne gives the fol­
lowing very interesting interview on 
business affttfrs in St. John during 
the past fifty years, with especial ref­
erence to his own line.

A‘C£tySS&he cant^esi,y afford to throw awayu
Door Dally.

Limited "After upwards of fifty years’ expe­
rience in the hardware business, 
cannot help but look back with amaze­
ment at the changes that have taken 
place not only in methods but in the 
personnel of customers. Old methods 
have rçorie and old customers have 
disappeared, while new ideas and 
younger merchants have taken their 
places.

Memories of

f W

EY,
inager.

V. Fifty years ago the Importe of St. 
John wore brought chiefly by sail. 
Regular packet lines of sailing ships 
rsn between Liverpool and St. John. 
Many will recollect the Black Ball 

many klnde, mostly Line. Large numbers of small schoon- 
pleasant, crowd themselves into my ers brought supplies from the United 
thoughts as I undertake to write a few States ports. Flour and pork were 
reminiscences. My first experience as largely Imported from New York tor 
a clerk commenced in 1861, with the consumption, not only in the Province 
late W. H. Scovtl. Few proper account- of New Brunswick, but also came 
ing systems prevailed in those days, through St. John to the upper waters 
J)ur methods generally were loose of the St. John River and thence into 
with no fixed system In either account- the State of Maine. Our wharves 
ing or the granting of credits. Sup- busy places, continually covered with 
plies were furnished in the fall of the goods, so that wharf property in

Iron, steel and heavy hardware were year for large lumber operators and those days was valuable and most re-
formerly stored in warehouses at the became payable the following summer, munerative to owners, 
corner of Smythe and Nelson streets, chiefly the 1st to 4th of July. If
which property was afterwards ao the logs came down, bills were paid
quired by the St. John Railway Com­
pany. Having purchased a Water 
street property, new warehouses 
there erected with a harbor frontage, 
besides which warehouse accommoda- 
tlonx was rented from the Thorne 
Wharf & Warehousing Company, Ltd. 
on adjoining properties.

In 1910, in order to provide better 
accommodation and enâble the busi­
ness to be run in departments, the 
Montgomery building on King street 
was purchased and connected in the 
rear with the Prince William street 
buildings. This extension enabled the 
firm to separate bver-crowded depart­
ments and open up new ones. These 
now include builders’ hardware, kit­

chen utensils, paints, oils and glass,
V mill suppUes, rope and fishing sup­

plies, sporting goods, silverware and 
fancy goods, toys and New Edison Dia­
mond Disc and Amberola Phonographs 

■ to nine distinct departments.
toly. in December, 1915, a 

disastrous fire destroyed the original 
hardware store and damaged the other 
buildings to a minor eitent. During 
the past year, however, repairs have 
been made and practically 
building erected. Two new stories 
were added In the rear of the McCul 

----- . , -----—•—

How Can We Do This ?consequence of Ill-health, 
Mr. Scovll retired from the business, 
and in 1886, Mr. T. C. Lee and Mr. A. 
T. Thome were admitted to partner­
ship.

The McCullough building on Prince 
William street was acquired In 1891 
and connected with the original store 

In 1895 the business of W. H. Thorne 
& Company was taken over by W. H. 
Thome & Co., Ltd., a Joint stock 
pany formed under the New Bruns­
wick AcÇ W. H. Thorne and other 
members of the late firm becoming 
directors.

c Because we have developed a new and special plan ; 
that combines all that is best in annuities, pensions, and 
life insurance.

one
Age 50—Things ere not going as well as they were.J

>Ai àÆ It Is Worth Investigating
Think what it may mean to you to be certain of an 

income right up to the end of life, when you consider that 
91% of people in their later years are partially or wholly 
dependent upon others for support

Whatever your circumstances 
be as you grow older, you will welcome 
this definite monthly income, particularly 
when you stop work or retire from active 
•business, for it will then help to take 
the place of your salary or supplement 
other earnings.

NT \
may 65.

Age 55—He decides it will last another season. "Fifty 
Dollars is Fifty Dollars."

The merchants in St. John always 
looked forward for the arrival of 
spring and fall vessels with much In-

manufactured here, with the 
tlon of cut nails. Wrought nails, 
horse nails and all kinds of general 
hardware were chiefly brought from 
Great Britain.

In former years traders throughout 
the country visited the city as a rule 
twice a year, tor the purpose of pur­
chasing their season's requirements 
Today, travellers visit all parts, and 
the merchant makes hie purchases of 
all kinds of goods from the traveller 
Every clerk In those days was a sales­
man and had to put up his own orders, 
and much of the work was of a char­
acter the salesmen of today would not 
be called upon to do. The handling 
of putty, ochres, oils and paints was, 
if possible, shirked by clerks. The 
hours were much longer and the work 
harder.

In receiving good» Into the store, 
everything had to be hoisted by hand! 
No electric elevators,

a hand hoisting. Horse, 
wrought and other nails packed in 
bag», the sharp ends of the nails 
sticking out of the bags continually 
lacerated the hands.

After navigation opened In the

but if by reason of bad stream driving 
or other causes logs were hung up, 
payment had to. be carried over until 
they did come down. Today credits 
are shortened and business is dona 
chiefly on a cash basis.

During the winter season, from the 
close of navigation until the opening 
In April, very little business was 
transacted. Supplying the country 
districts in winter depended 
teams and sleds.

Little ,or no hardware was

ing daily 
irks give 
land Ce- 
reliedon. 
:h prompt 
lilt up our 
lit Trade.

Established
1847i- Ask for particulars of this Policy

upon

At Christmas and New Year, farm- 
era within fifty to seventy-five miles 
brought their products to the city In 
teams and \etnmed loaded with 
piles.

The general trade of the province 
fifty years ago largely depended 
water communication. How different 
today; railroads penetrate all dis­
tricts throughout the Maritime Prov­
inces, and traders are no longer de­
pendent upon water transportation. 1 
recollect when the flret sod was turn­
ed for the construction of the railway 
between St. John and Shediac. There 
was a great demonstration, and all 
sorts of prophecies were made about 
the great -prosperity which would at­
tend the opening of the country by 
this railroad. A few years after I

Canada LifeAge 60 Strange how these assets have depreciated I 
Fifty Dollars a month is good interest on $10,000, 
and aot to be despised. A
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v>"‘Assurance Company
J.M. QUEEN,

Branch Manager,
St John.
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Unfortunaeal tlS/T'
o*everyone had

to lend

*/Age 65—He finds Fifty Dollars a month tension, added 
to what income is left, brings happiness. G 32 B.
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