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BIBLE LESSONS.
STUDIES IN JEWISH HISTORY.

Third Quarter.

Lesson IX. Sept. 1. 1 Samuel 17:89-51.
DAVID AND GOLIATH.

GOLDEN TEXT.

“If God be for us, who can be against
us.”—Rom. 8 : 31.

EXPLANATORY.

I. Tae Cimoumsraxces. We are told
“there was sore war inst the Phili-
stines all the days of Saul " (14 : 52); and
the whole system of God's dealings with
Israel justifies our supposing that Saul's
crowning act of disobedience was follow-
ed by n,ruh sssault of these enemies.

The mode of warfare pursued by them

we found a deep tremch with vertical
sides, impassable excépt at certain
places,—a valley in a valley, and a na-
tural between the two hosts.
Thus the two champions were oompouod
to some distance down the stream,
easy speakingdistance of each
o\hcr before they could meet in combat,
thus giving ample opportunity for the
speeches they made to one another.

V. Tux Dwiaxce. 42. And when the
Philistine . .. raw David, he disdained
him : he, looked oontempluously
the youth, armed with a stick, as i
were intending only to drive away a dn;
from his sheep. He probably did not
notice his 'ln:s His appearance md

an insult to the man of

. | weapons, peem
war, whose shailed co.selet alone weigh-

ed as much as David. &

is gods :
Baal and Astarte. ’lb'ge wmbn& thDu:‘::
came a_question not merely between
Davidand Goliath, but between God and
idols. If Goliath was successful, then
ldolury would gain stronger hold of the

was of the guerills il They 1 will s A : by I hi
made a series of sudden on unpro- dead body Z‘xv;ouy e:pon ’th:“;o‘nn“
tected places for of Homer his heroes

In this case Saul had m:in-hua:ilhb:n
0] ing army, encamped on other
n%po- f the v‘-l.ley, and neither Arm
dared to leave its stronghold to attac
the def of the

ENTISTRY.
F. W.RYAN,D.D. 8,

Grryin BLOCK,

Jan 1 ‘WINTSOR, N. 8.

W.P. BONNELL, D.D.8,

DENTAL ROOMS:
22 GERMAIN STREET,
SAINT JOHN, N. B.

A. C. HARD[NG, D.D.8,

Graduste Philadelphia Dental College,

MAIN STREET,
YARMOUTH, N. 8.

janl
DELANEY & MERRILL,
DENTISTS,
HALIFAX, N. 8.
Owrion—87 HOLLIS STREET, |
2 Doors South Balter. Jan1
C ‘ N T RADLEY,
. . Dexmist,
MONCTON, N. B.
Office Cor. Main & Botaford Sta. Jenl

IL Tur PHiLsTixes ‘Cnurlo', Goriara.
While the armies were in this peuw&
within sight and speaking distance
each other across the ravine, there came
out from the Philistine ranks s gisnt
champion, who that the [srael-
ites 1d send forth a warrior to faeet
him, and have the whole battle decided
by single combat.

Hmour. The t's name was Goliath
of Gath. His height was six cubite and
s span. “The exact value of Hebrew
measures is uncertain. But the ewbil
the length from the elbow to the tiE
the middle finger, is believed to be
1§ feet, and the span, the dmhv-
the thumb to the middle or little finger,
when stretched apart to the full length,
half & oubit, 80 that nine cudits and a span
equal about nine feef nine inches.

111, Tur Iseaxcrrns’ Cuaxrion, Davio.
Wuy ne canx 1o tug Barvie-Fimio. The
three oldest of David's brothers were in
the army of Saul, only about 10 miles
from home, and Jesse, fesling anxious
for news about them, sent David to the

camp with some fresh provisions.

Daviv's Muexxuss axp Seurioovens-
MENT afe séen in. his trestment of his
elder brothers' tatints.

Daviv's Persxveraxce is shown by his
whole course in reference to the combad,
overcoming every obstacle.

Davio's Covraon. 32. And David said
1o Saul: when he. had been called into
‘the kix;&- presence.

ou art not able. The unsrut
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33.
b the giant in glitterin

and the young man in shepherd'’s drou,
with only & staff and sling, was very
great. Saul set before David the great

perils of the encounter.

34. There came a lion and a bear. Rev,
Ver,, when there came a lion or @ bear.
The lion and the bear were, in the days
of Baul, common in Palestine ; the coun-
try then was densely wooded. In some
of the wilder districts bears are siill
numerous.

36. -Thy servant slew boll the liom and
the bear. This was a g::t oour-

strength, and i lll T
Wl](i lnlmdl were the terror of the shep-
herds.

Daviv’s Farrw.  The alaying of the
lion and the bear was also & proof of
faith, for the deeds were done at great

ersonal risk, not as more noh of daring,
ot in the pe nty The
of duty d him.

He acknowledges n.hu“l was God who
pve him the strength and courage.

The Lord that delivered me. The
d:viminﬂuanuwno upon him in anewer
to prayer. Heé will deliver me oul of the
hand of this Philistine. What has
done is the assurance ol what He will do,
The fulfillment of God's promises in
rnt is the proof that he will fulfill them

the days to come.

Davio's Hosurry, inbshu he n::;:
parade of his courage, but attriba
sucoess to the God in whom he trus

Davip's Goop Buxsx. )3 And Bnl

li"‘:‘ﬂu e ial nuh dr::
pavl "rol ly & 8 tary

ted to be wmp.:hh armor, Over
this was put the coat of mail.

39. And ke assayed to go: endeavored
to go, but he found this armor a hin-
drance rather than s help. By making
the attempt David showed bis courtesy
and deference to his superiors. Anaotual
trial of the armor showed the king that
David could do nothing in that way, For
I have not proved them, Had pot used
such things enough to be able to use
them eﬂ'oouvely

Daviv's Arnor. David was dressed in
his best simple shepherd dress,

40. He took Ma staff in Mas hand: s
shepherd's staft, like » mountain walk-
ingtick, out from the woods, and used
for aid in walking, and as » d-lcnu, “In
Pulestine, at the present day, the ohil-
dren, who are ing the ﬂoe‘: almost
nlwn{l carry such a rod; the grown up
» erds, s larger one of the same Und

chose him five simooth stomes.
ware smooth #0 that they would fly the
more swiftly and scourately at the nukJ
and five, so that if one failed others woul
be ut hand. Out of*the brook ; which ran
into the main ravine of the valley of
Elah, He could not yet reach the ravine
running between the two armies. Ang
put them in a shapherd's v x o @ sorip.
A small bag or wallet made of the skins
of kids stripped off whole and tanned, in
which was carried food and other thin
And his sling was in his hand. The sl ‘
of the ancient Egyptians, which probably
was of the same sort as that of Duld,wu
n thong of leather or string plaited, broad
at-the middla and hnnn&.dhop at ono
end, by which lt was

held by the hand; the ol-bﬂ
tremity terminated in s lash, which es-
caped from the fingers when the stone
was thrown. Thus armed, David drew
near to the Philistine.

IV. Tae Scexs or Tar CoMsar, Weoan

have a much better idea of the story,and
avoid some difficulties, if we have
minds a clear picture of the scene of the
combat. “ Before us lies a deep valley,
by & ; the
south-east to the S on
sides to ity of
mountains. The hills are so that
in the clear morn-

as thb; e-din opposite sides could
5’]’@ orse with &’r&m and wit-
ness every movement of their m‘qm

In the middle of the broad open valley

a8 uttering mmhr threats before battle.

45. Then said David to the Philistine.
David's trust was exactly the opposite to
that ofl::: Philistine who trusted in his

weapons, and his strength.
Duid‘l trust was in God.

47, The Lord saveth not with sword and
spear. Brute force does not rule in this
world. There is a power mightier than
earthly weapons. At the game time
David used the weapons he had learned
in the path of duty to handle with skill.
No amount of dependence on (lod will
supersede the necessity of using the
means God has placed in our power.
There is no real faith without works.

VI Tus Barris. 48, David Aasted:
in eplm reliance upon God, and his skill
with familiar weapo like Cromwell's
soldiers who “lrutlnd n God, and kept
Mpaw\kr ry."

o« ook themoe a stone, and
d-w it “On wings of faith and prayer
the smooth stone took its th

vines; but I marked that he was deposit-
ingin it all the while rich and various
clusters from the fruitfui labyrinth in
which he had hid hiwself. The woman
stood at tho fence the meanwhile quiet
and hopeful. At length he reappesred
with a well-replenished basket, saying,
“1 have made you wait a good while, but,
you know, the {nnger you have to wait,
‘the more grapes.”
It is so, thought I, with the Pro
prietor of all things. He says so to
me, and to “ What shall I give thee ?
be |“What shall I do for thee? Ask,
and thou shalt receive.” So I bring my
?ty vesselmy- needy but capacious
. He disappears. | am not always
80 patient and trustful as the
woman. Sometimes [ ory out, “ Eiow
long! how lon| At last He comes to
me—how ﬁly Iaden! and kindl
chides my lmpltwnuo, saying, * Have
made thee wait long? See what I have
been treasuring up for thee all the
while!” Then I look, and behold!
fruits more richer than I had asked for;
and I pour out my heart's thanks to my
generous Benefaotor, and grieve that I
distrusted Him ; lm‘i CAITY away my
burden with joy, and ﬁnd that the longer
He makes me wait, the more He gives.
—Home Circle.
R
— An infidel farmer once said to his
Christian neighbour: “I am as welt off
asyou. I don't pray nor believe in God,
but my crops are as good as yours, an
when October comes I shall have as
s harvest as you." “True replied his
neighbour, “but God does not always ree-
kon in October”” When infidels point
to the afflictions of those who pray and
the pm{erity of those who hate God
they think they have reached the end of
the argument. But there is ample time
for Gov to vindicate His justice and re
ward His own.
————— e
Ayer's Sunguﬂh, by purifying and
onﬂibmg the bl , improves the appe-
tite,aids the assimilative process,strength-

ens the nerves, vigorates the sys-
l'hL" tem. 1 is, therefore, the' best and most
reliable that can

And mmote the Philiviine in Ms f

The stone either entered at a point un-

ted by:c helmet, or it may even

vo n-ln and passod through the

holm!: itsel ’

50. Dnak ‘the Philistine. and slew him.

The sotual lllyin’ of the Philistine is

on of by anticipation in this verse.

stone stunned him, and felled him to

the earth, but his life 'was not yet ex-
Mnot. 2

81, Stood upon the Philistine, and took
mword . and sldw him. Goliath was
slain by his own sword, as Haman was
hnn. upon his own pllo- David must
bave. been strong as well as brave to
wield so t & wen
This omt nwnk,:)n:d the hope md
orlhol iraelites, and they

sued the fleeing Philistine army to oir
strong eities th and Ekron.

- .
“Be Ye Goin' to Burn the Bridge

Anyway.”

It is said that out west & train ran
against a farmer's oalf, and' doubled it
up 80 that it wasn't worth much as a calf

ards, The farmer sued the com-
peny, but lost. Coming away from the
court-house he said to adeacon of &

“rn get even with the railway com-
B

.o' ot
“lll geteven, if 1 have to do them

I'll burn the bridge yonder to- | 3

night”

o demoori remoustrated to no effect.
He mentioned the ciroumstance to his
wife, who, when night eame, insisted
) doing something to prevent the

- Hn was
won't do it," sai
“But we must do what we oan to stop
it,” said she, 2
8o they set out, and found the man
rinkling the bridge with coal oil. He
out & matoh, but the wind extin.
guished it. Finding he had no other
muohu, he spied the deacon approach-

onlj d;lokm(, I'm sure he

*Lai me have & mateh, deacon."

The deacon,horritied, refused to beoome
a party to it, and endeavored to dissuade
the man.

“Come, now, there are lots of matches,
and if you don't give me one, I'll get one
olsewhere ; but 1'd .rather give you a
dollar for & mateh than delay this busi-
. ness,” said the man, excitedly.

dear sir, think—"

» I’lf‘ive you & dollar; come, be quick”
interrupted the man.

“Be ye goin' to burn the bridge anyrway?"
nsked the deacon, slowly fumbling in his
vest Poekel

“ Yos, } am.'

The wife caught hold of the deacon's
coat tails to pull him away.

“Now come, wife. It's my duty to
look out for an honest penny, I'm the
one that's to nu;hport the family. . My
taxes are pretty heavy, and I must light-
on 'e n by every businesslike method ;"
and wrenching himself from the ‘ruE
of his helpless wife, he handed the mate!
over, repeating Lhe question—

“You be agoin’' to burn the bridge
anyway 7'

4 Yeos'" said the man,

“ Well, then, | wash my hands of the
whole bu-inm," said the deacon, as he
backed away.

A moment more sad the structure
was in flames. Who, in the sight of God
and eternity, is the most responsible for
the burning of that bridgs? And yet
the attitude of thousands of Christians
on the liquor question is that of the dea-
con. That which lightens taxes appeals
to them with tremendous logic. “ The
business will be carried on anyway, and
we might as well F" what financial ben-
ofit there is in it.” God have mercy ou
such sordid co-workers of iniguity. So
far h-obm washing “}heir hands of l:ho
whole business, in the i t way they

ine, the é.n of Jm’gment will re.
a:l‘ the awful !w&, their PALSIED RANDS
woN'r wask—FBr. |
i i
Walt.

1saw the propnetor of a large

stand at his fence and call over rpd;nr

n

“ ould you like some ”

“ Yes, and very thankful ," was

the nu; wer.

i “W.ll nmx, bring your basket.”
-''he basket was qaickly brought s&nd

handed over the fence. The owner

took it and disappeared among the

be found ’a- old and young.
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