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want YOUNG MEN and LADIES of good
habite, tomania Life Companies on the 

Witness Stand. LEARN TELEGRAPHY
ÀNDR. R. ACCOUNTINGNew York, Dec. 20.—At the meeting 

of the Insurance inquiry commission We furnish 75 per cent, of the Operators 
. m . ,, Bed Station Agents In America. Our six

to-day Mr. Tatlock, president of'the gctlool8 are the |ar.est çxciua|ve Telegraph
Schools IN THE WORLD. Established 20 

, years and endorsed by all leading Railway 
Important witness. The earnings for officials.
Washington Life Insurance Co., was an

We execute a $250 Bond to every student 
o furnish him or her a position paying from 

said, as far as could be calculated, $40 tb $60 a month In States east of the
loeky Mountains, or from $75 to $100 a 

. month tn States west of the Rockies, 1M- 
on dividends to policy holders and MEDIATELY UPON GRADUATION. 
$149,000 is surplus. Students can enter at any time. No vaca-
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dends, Mr. Tatlock said his company offlce Bt Cincinnati, 0. Catalogue free, 
kept no individual account with policy-
holders to show what was coming to 1116 InOfSC oCtlOOl Of TClOQrflphy»
them annually, as President Ide of the

nine months of the year, the witness We are showing a very fine line of guar

anteed Hotwater Bottles and Fountain 

Syringes. It will pay you to buy a good 

article.

No trouble for us to show them. "*

were $226,000, of which $77,000 was paid

Home Company testified that company ^t]anta* Ga. 
did. Personally witness would favor a Texarkana, Tex, 
period of surplus earnings distribution 
every five years, certainly not less 
than three years. The annual dividend 
was engrafted on premium life insur- In the Matter of an Application for a 
ance by reason of annual valuation re
quired by states and by competition. * {orlaaQig^ic®ection 81 (Map 321)l Vlc" 
The original period of distribution, Notice is hereby given that it is my 
witness said, was five years. intention, at the expiration of one month

Replying to Mr. Hughes, the witness from the first publication hereof, to Issue
a duplicate of the certificate of title to 
the above land, issued to Robert George 

compelled to distribute their gains Johnston on the 8th day of September, 
after setting aside a reasonable am- 1891, and numbered UOMA.^^

Registrar-General.

Buffalo, N. Y. 
LaCrosse, WIs. 

San Francisco, Cal. Cyrus H. Bowes, bn*
98 Government St* Near YatesLAND REGISTRY ACT.

Duplicate Certificate of Title to Lot

A
said that if all companies should be

GREATount for expenses, it would help the 
situation materially.

The experience of the witness in 
handling foreign business was gone

Land Registry Offlce,
Victoria, B.C., 19th December, 1905. OFFERtt . ,v . , .. . ... Notice is hereby given that, sixty days

into. He was of the opinion that life a^er date, we intend to apply to the 
insurance business should be done in Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works 
the country in which they are domicil- to purchase following described land:

, , ,________ - Commencing at the southeast comer post
ed. His main reason was because of Qn ^eage Lake, Cassiar, near Porter’s
the requirements of foreign countries Landing, of Lot 206, thence north 40 
that the liabilities of a company must chains, thence east 40 chains, thence

south to the lake shore, thence follow
ing the lake shore to the point of com
mencement, and containing 160 acres

be covered by assets deposited in that Regular London 
I TIMES

i untry.

the full board of finance agreed. He ADVENTURERS OF ENGLAND 
further said that Mr. Ryan never at- TRADING INTO HUDSON’S BAY. 
tempted to influence any action on the. , , . __ Notice Is hereby given that the under-
part of the board, and never suggested glgned lntend t0 apply to His Honor the
the purchase of any securities. Lieutenant-Governor in Council for the

The purchase of American Tobacco,
that came up in yesterday s testimony, lnyt0 a Dtstrtct Municipality to be known 
Mr. Tatlock said, was suggested by as the Corporation of the District of 
Levi P. Morton and was concurred in North Saanich.
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by the board.
Witness said the Washington Life 

had never bought any securities from SCHOOL TEACHER WANTED—At New
Mr Tïvfln Mr Morton or any other Alberni, to commence next term. JohnMr. Ryan, Mr. Morton or any otn ghlrley Richardson, secretary of School
ifficer, but had bought some from the Board> New Alberni, B. C.
Morton Trust Company. _

Corneiius Doremous, president of he W PAY _SALARY-Two 
Germania Life Insurance Company, a “New Idea”; free training; rapid ad-
stock company, followed Mr. Tatlock. vancement; Opportunity sure. Nichols
His company was organized In 1860. Company, Limited, Toronto. (Mention
The capital stock is $200,000. The this paper)------------------------------------
charter of the company was put in 
evidence and a provision was read the gentlemen who subscribed the 
which gave policy-holders a voice in money, 
ihe affairs of the company. For each,
$100 interest in the legal reserve to stand, 
policy-holders Is accorded 
The company has about $110,000,000 In mania Life, and a statement of legal 
force. It has never made political con- expenses expended during the last ten 
tributiops. In May, 1904, $250 was paid years. According to his statement, no 
as a share in legislative work on the payments were made to Andrew Ham- 
lien bill. The' company also paid $500 ilton, A. C. Shields or William H. 
for counsel fees in connection with the Buckley and nothing has ever been 
mortgage tax law. The company has paid for legislative engineering, 
about $35,000,000 assets. The salaries of the officers of the

Mr. Doremous said about qne-third Germania Life are: President, $18,000; 
of the company’s, business was done in vice-president, $12,000;
Europe. The headquarters were in president, $10,000; actuary, $6,000; sec- 
Germany, and the company’s business retary, $5,000.
In Germany was in every respect bet
ter than any business It did in Am- creased on January 1st last from $15,- 
erica. OOO. to $18,000. Witness said it was im-

Rebating, he said, was unknown in possible to get the expenses within the 
Germany. Witness said his company earnings without reducing commis- 
took no notes from policy-holders for sionB to agents, and this has not been 
premiums. Competition had not forer done because of competition. “Almost 
ed this system upon the company be- any good agent,” he said, "could get 
cause it was too risky. The German! more a]most anywhere else than he 
Company does business in all of the 
states, about 8 per cent, of its busi
ness being done in New York state.

E. C. Potter, a New York real estate

TIMES YEAR

andRegular
Price
$1.00 Pearsorç’s

IHagazineMr. Doremous then resumed the 
He presented a scale of corn- 

one vote, missions paid on policies by the Ger-

OR

The London Times Weekly 
and either one of the others 

For $3.30
second vice-

A great chance to obtain England’» 
greatest weekly, British Columbia’s 
greatest paper and a world-renowned 
magazine at a bargain. Annual sub
scriptions only, payable in advance, to 
F. S. Wright, Canadian Agent, the 
Times, Ottawa, Ontario.

The salary of the president was in-

could with us.”
John Führer, actuary of the Ger

mania, said that the gain for the year 
is distributed either in annual or de

agent, took the stand and testified that ferreS dividends with the exception of 
he received the $250 contributed by the 
Germania Company in May, 1904, in 
connection with the passage of the lien 
bill.

LICENSE TO AN EXTRA-PROVIN
CIAL COMPANY.

“Companies Act, 1897.’* 
Canada:

Province of British Columbia,
No. 313.

THIS IS TO CERTIFY that the 
“Metropolitan Life Insurance Com
pany" is authorized and licensed to 
carry on business within the province 
of British Columbia, and to carry out 
or effect all or any of the obpects of 
the Company to which the legislative 
authority of the Legislature of British 
Columbia extends.

The head office of the Company Is 
situate at the City of New York, in 
the State of New York.

The amount of the capital of the 
Company is two million dollars, divid
ed into eighty thousand shares of 
twenty-five dollars each.

The head office of the Company in 
this province is situate at Vancouver, 
and James T. Fahay, superintendent, 
whose address is Vancouver, 
attorney for the Company.

Given under my hand and «eai of 
office at Victoria, province of British 
Columbia, this 21st day of November, 
one thousand nine hundred and five.

[L.S.] S. Y. WOOTTON.
Registrar of Joint Stock Companies.

The objects for which this Company 
has been established and licensed nr- 

the lives ot
individuals and every insurance apper
taining thereto or connected therew-u. 
and to grant, purchase or dispose "
annuities.

10 per cent., which is retained for con
tingency. This, witness said, had been 
the custom for a number of years. It 

Others contributed to the legal wag brought out that the company an- 
fund for this purpose, Mr. Heath said, 
and in all he received about $2.000, 
which was paid to William H. Buck- 
ley, an Albany lawyer. Mr. Potter ex-

nually makes up a report for the Ger
man government separately from the 
one it makes to the New York state 
insurance department. The report to 

plained that his reason for employing the German government is full and 
an attorney was because he was In
formed that there was opposition to 
the bill.

complete and covers the entire busi
ness of the company in all countries.

The Germania Life also keeps an in
dividual account with its policy hold
ers, so that at any time the amount 
of dividends due or accrued may be 
learned at a glance. Since 1868, when 
the company began to do business in 
Germany, the company has never had 
any controversy with the government 
nor experienced any hindrance or in
terruption of its business.

Chairman Armstrong suggested there 
might have been opposition outside the 
legislature, and witness said there 
might have been, but so long as the 
bill passed It was $2,000 well invested.

Mr. Potter said Mr. Buckley did not 
want to take the money, but Mr. Pot
ter insisted, because the passing of the 
bill was of great benefit to witness and

i« the
WINNIPEG NOTES.

umiT Winnipeg, Dec. 20.—Government in
spectors have just returned from the 
Doukhobor communities and report ex
cellent agricultural progress in all of 
them. Their wheat by actual meas
urement of land and bins yielded 
nearly 45 bashels per acre. The Douk- 
hobors are on the highway to success.

Owing to the phenomenal excusion 
traffic east, baggage express and mail 
had to be sent on a special train yes
terday, and the transcontinental went 
in two sections, carrying 900 passen
gers.
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Wigg—“Sklnnum says he has two ob
jects in life.” Wagg—"Yes, a fool and his 
money.”—Philadelphia Record.

a sudden start. “Macaire’s Jewel—that 
you sold—is it a blue moonstone carved 
into a Sphinx’s head, with a gold screw 
underneath, engraved with the initials 
‘F. E. Z. ?”’

“You’ve seen it, tbn?” cried Dick.
“No; but I’d give much to see it. 

Have I described it rightly?”
“It’s exact. The screw with the in

itials in little letters at the top is in 
my pocket. The she-flend didn’t care 
for it.”

"Let me look,” said Newcome. “And 
I’ll promise you to get that Sphinx’s 
head if I move heaven and earth to do
it.”

“Heaven bless you!” ejaculated 
Dick.

“I hope it wil!. But it’s a selfish 
wish. I came to England to find the 
man who had that Sphinx’s head. I 
came from England to Monte Carlo to 
see if Lionel Macaire was that man.”

(To be continued.)

dently in use as a fetich.
He tried to speak, but she motioned 

him away; she was not to be inter
rupted. Again and again he implored 
he» attention for a moment, but she 
flashed out at lTim in angry French 
that she would complain; she would 
have him removed if he disturbed her.

She was quite capable of keeping her 
word, and, fearing a scene, Dick was 
forced to wait upon her convenience. 
Time dragged on while he despaired; 
but at last madame was satisfied, and 
thought, perhaps, of her dinner. Ga
thering up her winnings, which were 
considerable, she turned from the table 
and to Dick. She was a different wo-
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The tale opens at the 
theatre, by the stage-door 
young man, powerful, and 
handsome, but looking a* if

from the Wild West, 1. »»l,Ü*1£tred

and also by

invaluable to cleanse the blood 
Davie & Lawrence Co., Ltd., Montreal.

man now—soft and agreeable in man
ner as if she had never threatened 
vengeance. What was that monsieur
wanted ? Had he. another Jewel to sell ? wish----- ”

Dick explained that his desire was to 
the contrary effect. But at the first 
words the hard, painted face grew' 
harder. The lady was sorry that mon
sieur regretted disposing of the fetich,

He is noticed bythe manager.
Gray, a rising young actrees, .
Lionel Macaire, a millionaire and friend o

whose name i# Hope Newcome, w 
himself as a friend of “B. E- •• man. 
Initials strangely affect not on* Hlcalre. 
ager, Mr. Anderson, but el ^ hM 
Newcome, who announces u* “flnd-

. come to England for the purp ^ 
ing something," asks Anderson 
gageaient, but the manager, 
the millionaire friend, Audi ac

the performante
Is eent for » jhe 

Kacalre.

But it is so strange that you shouldsphinx’s head had come off. Macaire 
would not mind much; he would be 
sure to forgive, and say: “It doesn’t 
matter.”

With a thousand francs to stake all 
the bad luck of this evening could be 
retrieved. Something told him that it 
would be so.

“All right, you can have the Sphinx," 
he said, abruptly.

And the deal was closed. The lady 
had the jewel; Dick had the money; 
and the "something" which whispered 
hopefully of luck to come did not add 
that with the changing hands of the 
moonstone his future, his sister’s fu
ture, and the future of two others 
would be changed as well.

“That’s my affair and hers,” broke 
In Macaire. "Write now; tell her what 
you have done, and what I mean to do. 
Tell her I will only wait to act until 
she wires her answer. Whether you 

but she could not think of giving it up. are disgraced for life, as you richly 
Already it had brought her great luck, deserve to be, or whether you are 
No, there was no price he could name spared, depends entirely upon her de
fer which she would change her mind. clgion gn d0wn now and write. Make 

The unhappy young man poured this clear to her. And when you have 
arguments upon her; he had reason to written your letter I will read it.” 
believe the jewel had been stolen by Dick fell into the chair at the desk 
the person who gave it to him; there tow hlch Macaire pointed, and, taking 
would be trouble for madame. But up a pen with fingers that shook al- 
madame would risk it, so she replied most too much to hold it, he began to 
with a smile, and the glint in her eyes write. As he wrote, bowing his face 
caused Dick to regret this last sugges- over his task, a tear or two fell on the 
tion.- He feared that she might leave letter, raising round blisters on the

thick, creamy paper. He had always 
had the gift of writing, and now, after 
the first effort of beginning, he became 
eloquent, impassioned, in his appeal. 
He painted a terrible picture of his fu
ture as it would be if Winifred failed 
him, and he strove to show what a 
small thing, after all, was exacted of 
her by the eccentric whim of Lionel 
Macaire.

latrodjaaea 
and the

tot *n en- 
prompted by 

excuse for
that

refusing. During 
evening Winifred Gray 
boudoir, where she ueee _ow a
millionaire informs her that e 
controlling Interest in the theatre,
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parts, is at first daisied by , ’ ^
on a declaration of love from „tth
rejects the millionaire’s adva
loathing. Macaire allows her-o g
moment, but declares that be
her to Ms will. The same night Hop
come, still lounging at the stage^
a stranger of powerful physique
box of Winifred’s cab beside /
Newcome orders him down, and

eoon disposes of 
the thanks of 

hardly
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CHAPTER XXXIII.
■What the Light Showed.

Dick’s spirit of prophecy had been a 
deceiving spirit. He lost his thousand 
francs. -

Next morning Macaire said; “By the 
way, that moonstone Sphinx’s head I 
gave you to have repaired. When will 
it be ready?”

The question came so abruptly, and 
the millionaire’s look, to his secre
tary’s stricken conscience, seemed so 
keen, that Dick grew confused, and in
stead of saying that he had lost the 
moonstone, and apologizing as he had 
intended, he stammered that the jewel
ler could not do the work for a day or 
two.

“Next time you’re out just step in 
and tell him it will be a favor to me 
if he can let me have the thing to
morrow. The fact is, I feel quite lost 
without it,” said Macaire; and Dick 
felt a sensation of coldness and weight 
in his breast.

Last night nothing had seemed of 
importance, except to get money; and 
his emyloyer had appeared to care lit
tle more for the moonstone than for 
fifty other valuable odds and ends 
which he flung recklessly about, or 
even gave to Dick or his vhlet, if the 
mood seized him. Dick was very much 
frightened, and could settle himself to 
nothing all day,

In the afternoon Macaire asked him 
if he hftd been to the Jeweller's yet.

’No,” faltered Dick. "The fact Is,
I—’ He was on thé point of begin
ning his make-up tale concerning the 
loss of the jewel when the mililonaire 
broke in, for the first time in his sec
retary’s experience of him showing 
anger.

"By heaven!” he exclaimed. “I can't 
get anybody to remember my wishes. 
What jeweller‘"lias thé stone. I’ll go 
to him myself."

Dick grew hot and cold. “No, no, 
Mr. Macaire," he implored. “I haven’t 
forgotten, really. I was busy. I will 
go at once.”

He went out into the street, not 
knowing what he should do. He had 
cut the ground away from under his 
own feet now, committing himself to 
the statement that he had made. Next 
time they met, if he could not satisfy 
Macaire that, he had been to the jewel
ler’s, the millionaire would insist upon 
having the man’s name, and Dick 
would stand discredited. Something 
must be done at once, but what— 
what?

Suddenly die thought of the woman 
who had bought the jewel. If he could 
offer her the thousand francs she had 
paid, and at the same time throw him
self upon her compassion, she might 
be induced to sell the moonstone back 
again. But first he must get the thou
sand francs, and then he must find the 
lady.

Having accomplished no more than 
evolving this plan, he returned to the 
hotel, where Macaire had taken sev
eral of the best suites for himself and 
his friends, since It had not been con
sidered convenient to spend the nights 
on board his yacht.

“Well, have you been to the jewel
ler?” Macaire called from his private 
sitting room as Dick would have pass
ed the door.

“Yes,” answered the young man, des
perately. “He will try to have the 
Sphinx’s head ready by to-morrow 
night.”

Ten minutes later Macaire went out, 
having shouted a request that Dick 
would write three or four letters for 
him while he was away.

Dick knew what his employer wish
ed him to write, and sat down at his 
desk in the sitting room, which Ma
caire had left open. The mililonaire 
was noted for his careless ways, and 
to-day he had left lying on the desk a 
roll of English bank notes.

Dick looked at them, fascinated, 
then drew the roll towards him and 
began counting it over.

There were twenty ten-pound, ■ six 
five-pound notes—two hundred and 
thirty pounds in all. Macaire was cer
tain not to have taken the numbers, he 
had never been known to do such a 
thing, and money flowed like water 
through his hands. In all probability 
he was not aware how much this fat 
roll contained. If several notes were 
abstracted he would not be the wiser; 
or even if he did discover his loss, 
after leaving the money lying out on 
his desk, he would not know whom to 
blame. One of the hotel servants 
would be suspected ; but it would be 
unfair, in such Circumstances, to make 
an accusation.

Feeling faint and sick, Dick selected 
five ten-pound notes, huddled them 
away In his pocket, and pushed the 
roll back into the place where it had 
lain. Luckily he had finished the let
ters first, for it would now have been 
impossible for 
ed his mind upon writing a single line.

He had taken the first step; now for 
the second. And, hurrying out, he 
went to the Casino hoping to find there 
the purchaser of the jewel, wl^o had 
seemed to be a keen gambler, and had 
said that she was an “old habituée of 
Monte Carlo.”

To his joy he presently spied her, 
absorbed in the game. His heart leap
ed up as he saw on the table beside 
her winnings the Sphinx's head evi-

Monle Carlo.
for the Nothing that he could say would 

move her, and she airily remarked 
that if monsieur persecuted her by fol
lowing to her hotel she would certainly 
appeal to the police.

Dick was in a worse plight than be
fore, for now he was doubly a thief 
and a failure. He determined that he 
would replace the money he had taken, 
since it had not availed his purpose, 
and would concote the best story he 
could about the loss of the moonstone, 
saying that he had not confessed at 
first, hoping to find it,

By this time Macaire and his guests

takes place. Newcome
bis opponent, and receives
the young actrees, who, how eve ,
realizes the danger she hu «cal*a'
day Winifred le aent for by Ande •
evidently with great regret on -he par «

When he had signed himself her re
pentant and distracted brother, loving 
her, hoping alone in her, while on the 
verge of madness, h£ gave the letter 
to kacaire, who read it slowly.

“That will do,” the latter pronounc
ed as last. “She will get this the day 
after to-morrow, The same day you 
ought to receive her telegram. Mean
time, I advise you to have an illness 
and keep to your room.”

“You will allow me to do that?” Dick 
stammered.

"Till the wire comes; then we shall 
see. But I warn you, there is no use 
thinking of giving me the slip. The 
‘invalid’ will be watched too carefully 
for that. And an attempt would only 
make matters worse for you in the 
end.”

“There will be no such attempt,” 
said Dick. “I promise.”

Macaire sneered at him. “As though 
I’d take your word after what's hap
pened I shall have more than your 
promise to depend on. I’ll post this 
letter. Now go to your kennel, like the 
whipped dog you are.”

All Dick’s blood seemed tingling in 
his face. His impulse was to strike 
and avenge this last insult; but his 
hand fell even as it clenched for lift
ing. The awful look In Macaire’s mar
red face cowed him as if, indeed, he 
had been a Shipped dog.

Turning without another word, he 
went to his ' room, Macaire following 
as far as _the first threshold to watch 
him down the passage.

In quietness and darkness, with his 
door locked, he walked to the window 
that looked out upon the garish 
brightness of the rock-set town, blaz
ing like a triple necklace of pewels 
againht the blue velvet and gauze of 
sea and sky. If he chose—and dared— 
he might throw himself headlong out, 
and all would be ended. Bjit no, he 
would not do that. He did not wish to 
die, leaving such a legacy of shame 
to his mother, for whom he longed 
now with a boy’s homesick longing. 
She loved him dearly still, in spite of 
all, and there was nothing she could 
not forgive. That was the way with 
mothers. And Winifred would rescue, 
him—Winifred, who had been partly 
right about Macaire, after all.

As he stood gazing miserably out 
upon the crowds of light-hearted peo
ple, whose merriment mocked him, 
there came a quick knock at the door. 
Dick went to it and listened for a few 
seconds, expecting he scarcely knew 
what; then in a low voice he demand
ed who was there.

"It’s I—von Zellheim,” came the an
swer; and with a hopeful leap of the 
heart Dick unlocked the door.

“Thank heaven "you’re here!” he ex
claimed when Hope Newcome was 
with him and the key was turned 
again.

It was dark in the room, hut Dick 
turned on the light, and Newcome ut
tered an ejaculation at sight of the 
younger man’s face.

“Why, what’s the matter?” he ask
ed. y

“Haven’t yoti heard anything from 
Macaire?”

“No. I haven’t seen him yet. I’m 
juct from the train—straight from 
London. I asked for the number of 
your room, for .1 wanted a talk with 
you before I saw anybody else. You 
look rather queer. I hope you aren’t 
ill, or have had bad news from home.”

There was something so strong and 
dependanble in the personality of this 
tall, dark young man in travelling 
dress, that Dick’s miserable, homesick 
heart went out to him. The need of 
confession, the desperate longing for 
someone to stand his friend, broke 
down the barriers of shamed vanity 
which would have heged around the 
secret of his guilt; he blurted out the 
story of his own folly, leaving noth
ing untold save only the condition that 
Macaire had made. Instinctively he 
knew what Newcome’s feelings would 
be at having a girl like Winifred drag
ged in. He was afraid that Newcome 
might even try to prevent , Winifred 
from accepting MacaireSs terms.

"Macaire threatens to call in the po
lice and charge me as a common 
thief,” he said, “and all for sheer spite. 
He got his money, and as for that 
wretched bauble, who would have 
dreamed, with all the jewellery which 
he throws about, that he cared a rap 
for it? But oh, von Zellheim, if there 
was any way of getting the thing 
again. You used to be friendly with 
Winnine. You'd take some trouble for 
her sake still, perhaps, though she's 
treated you so badly, if only to show 
that you don’t bear malice. You're 
such a good-looking chap, and have 
such a way with you, that you can do 
anything with women. For heaven’s 
sake try to see this old hag who made 
a fool of me, and get the moonstone 
Sphinx's head-----"

“What!” exclaimed Newcome, with

Next

the manager, told that she i* 
for the role she la to assume 
coming production, and that 
fera to leave the company at once 
receive salary for the next fortnight, wine 
fred see* she baa no option but t0 *0’ 
she knows also from what quartet61 e ■ 

the manager i 
unmlatak-

a forth- 
she pre- 
ehe will would be- dining, for Dick was very 

late, Fueling certain of this he went 
straight to the millionaire's sitting 
room, which was apparently deserted 
and in semi-darkness. It was now the 
last of April, but as it was past 8 
o’clock the night was falling in deep 
blue dusk.

falls, for, aa ehe leaves 
room, Macaire enters with an 
able expression on hit face. She visits al. 
the theatrical agents and managers m 
vain for weeks, and is aware that strong 
influences are working against her.

Dick stepped softly into the room, 
and groping his way to thé desk which 
was near the window, felt for the roll 
of bank notes, upon which—If It was 
in the place he had first seen and left 
it—he knew exactly where to put his 
hand. But suddenly the room was 
flooded with electric light; and, daz
zled and blinking, Dick saw Macaire 
standing with a finger and thumb still 
on the electric button which he had 
juflt turned.

On the man's hideous face was a look 
which Dick had never seen before—a 
look that was fiendish.

“I was right, then; you are a thief,” 
he said. “You whom I have made my 
friend. You have stolen my money."

Dick could not speak. His lips fell 
apart, his eyes stared,

“When I went out this afternoon I 
left on this desk a roll of bank notes 
which I intended to devote to a cer
tain purpose,” Macaire went 
“There were two hundred and thirty 
pounds exactly. I had not been gone 

hour when I remembered the 
money, and where I had put it. I 
should have thought it was safe, as I 
knew you would be writing letters at 
the desk, had I not heard while I was 
out a thing which gave me a shock 
and opened my eyes. You told me that 

had taken my moonstone to a

CHAPTER XXXII.—(Continued.)

Macaire had encouraged him to try 
his luck at the gaming tables, and had 
said that he wouldn't “see him come 
to grief.” Very likely he had meant 
his secretary to have plenty in his 
pocket, in case of emergencies, and 
had been too tactful to speak out 
bluntly. At all events, Dick thought 
now, in his almost frenzied desire to 
go on, that he would have "chanced 
it,” had the money still been in his 
possession. In all probability he would 
have been able to replace it at once 
with his own winnings, and if not, he 
could have gone frankly to Macaire, 
confessing that he had borrowed some
thing which he would repay out of his 
salary.

With th( moonstone Sphinx, of 
course, it was different If he could 
pledge it and obtain a few pounds to 
go on with now, and should be so very 
unfortunate as not to be able to re
deem it to-night, he would not care to 
confess what he had done to Macaire. 
He would get it back when he could, 
which would certainly be soon, at 
worst, for it did not seem to him a 
thing worth more than seven or eight 
sovereigns at most.

He was shy of doing what was in his 
mind to do, not knowing whether he 
might be rebuffed or not; but as he 
stood not far from the table where he 
wished to be, gazing doubtfully at the 
moonstone and calculating its value, 
a voice addressed him in French. 
Looking up with a start he saw that 
the speaker was an elderly Parisienne, 
with bistre under her sunken eyes, 
rouge on her haggard cheeks, and a 
handsome, poppy-red evening dress 
emphasising the emaciation of her 
figure.

Dick was not a French scholar, but 
he had learnt the language with Wini
fred when they had both been chil
dren, and he could understand enough 
to hold his own in an ordinary conver
sation.

“Pardon me, monsieur, but that is 
a very charming ornament you have 
there,” the lady in popy color was re
marking. “Quite unique. Will you 
allow me to look at it more closely? 
My great fad is uncommon jewels of 
all sorts.”

Dick held out his hand, and a dyed 
head, sparkling with diamond combs 
and pins, was bowed over it. The lady 
did not attempt to touch the moon
stone, as he had feared she might, but 
peered at it through her lorgnettes as 
it lay in his palm, crying out at its 
beauty.

“It is for luck, madame,” Dick in
formed her.

“I thought it must be a fetich,” she 
responded. “Intrinsically, perhaps, the 
jewel may not be worth more than five 
hundred francs” (Dick was astonished 
at so high an estimate), “yet the 
workmanship is perfect, and the stone 
has a rare light. How I wish that 
your talisman were for sale, monsieur!
I would give you—in reason—w-hat you 
liked to ask, that I might add it to my 
collection and also use it as a rival to 
my luck pig” (laughing, she held out 
a golden pig, with ruby eyes), “which 
has basely betrayed me to-night.”

“I don't see how I could very well 
sell it,” stammered Dick, “though I 
was just wondering it I could raise 
money on the thing.”

Perhaps the lady’s experienced eyes 
had read some such purpose in his be
fore addressing him.

“That would, I fear, be impossible 
here,” she said. “I know the rules 
well ; I confess to being an old habi
tuée. Monsieur, if you will sell me 
the moonstone (I do not care for the 
gold screw with the Initials; you could 
keep that), I would give you, this min
ute, one thousand francs. It is far 
more than you could get from a jewel
ler.”

Dick's face flushed, and he bit his 
lip, his eyes travelling wistfully to the 
pocket book studded with gold and 
French notes which the lady in red 
was producing from a brocaded silk 
bag that hung at her waist.

Suppose he did sell the moonstone? 
He could tell Macaire that he had lost 
it, and Macaire would believe him, es
pecially If he kept the screw, which 
would be eood evidence that thç

on.

an

you
jeweller’s, but a friend of mine who 
knew what it was like saw it at the 
Casino in the hands of a French wo
man, who was using it for luck. Know
ing that I valued the thing, he asked 
the woman where she got It, and was 
informed that she had bought it last 
night of a young Englishman who 
wanted money for the game. Now, 
Gray, what have you to say to that?"

like a“I—I—” stammered Dick, 
schoolboy arraigned by the master, “I 
meant to tell you. 
moment of impulse.”

“A moment of impulse!" sneered Ma
caire. “And it xvas in a moment of im
pulse that you took fifty pounds from 
the roll of money on my desk, relying 

rfiy carelessness, or meaning per
haps to put the theft on a servant.”

“Who—who dared to say that?”
“No one has said so. But you should 

have thought of your mother and sis-

It was done in a

on

ter."
“I must have been mad. 

heaven’s sake, have mercy.”
"None of that conventional cant, if 

you please. But you speak of your 
mother and sister, 
and, one only, will I spare you the 
punishment you deserve.”

Dick's eyes, strained and bloodshot 
in his agony, grew bright.

“Tell me what it is and I’ll do it— 
I’ll do anything.”

“It’s not for you to do. “I’ll give you 
time to write home and get an answer 
by telegraph. If Winifred Gray cares 
enough for her brother to save him, 
she can.”

“You want her to intercede for me?”
“I want her to buy you off.”
Dick grew pale. “You mean—”
“I mean this. Two weeks from to

day I intend to be in London. I give 
a dinner on that night at 9 o'clock to 
friends at my house. If she telegraphs 
you that she consents to come to that 
dinner you can go to England with me 
a free man. No one but ourselves need 
knew what has happened. If she re
fuses you go to gaol, and I stay on 
only long enough to see you through 
the court, and make sure you get the 
sentence you merit. Then I go and 
leave you to think over your ingrati
tude in prison.”

“Oh, if that is all,” cried Dick, “she 
would do that, and more, for me, I 
know—for mother’s sake, if not mine.

For

On one condition,

Pond’s Extract
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Family Doctor
him to have concentrat-

CURES Burns, scalds, braises, cats, 
sprains, wounds, lameness, soreness, 
neuralgia, rheumatism, sunburn, 
bites, stings.

STOPS Nose bleed, toothache, ear* 
ache, bleeding lunge, hemorrhages, and all pains.
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