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A CIVIG CENTRE?

‘The partial destruction of the court
house by fire has revived interest in the
project of erecting a- civic building
worthy of St. John. The old city hall
could be sold and a new structure erect-
_ed ‘that would accommodate the courts
and the city and county. offices, and be

an ornament to the city. There is_now

“an opportunity which will not' come
-again. King square ought to be a civic
centre in the widest ‘sense of the word,
but some buildings which ought to be
there have been located elsewhere. A
proper civic building could be erected
on the site of the court house, and the
whole subject should be fully consid-
ered by the municipal authorities before
action is taken to replace or repair the
“old structure. The citizens would doubt-:
Jless be found to favor the larger project
“if it is financially possible at this time.
. The question of the money is the only
one that would cause any hesitation,
but perhaps even that difficulty is not
_insurmountable. It would be a fine thing
to have a large and handsome ecivic
building looking across the square to
the head of King street.

SHOULD BE CONDEMNED,
& In their frantic efforts to prevent the
“people of St. John from using their own
school buildings in a legitimate way, the
‘superintendent and principals of schools
have caused the people needless alarm.
They have :sought to create the impres-
"sion that public use of school buildings
would spread social diseases. There is
about as much danger of that result as
there is of being ‘struck by lightning or
a meteoric stone. If what these gentle-
men say is true the public layatories
_everywhere should be closed, no com-
‘fort stations should ever be established,
_.and people should never risk a long jour-
‘ney on a train. But medical authority
*does not uphold this contention., That
there is some danger of contracting dis-
ease in the manner indicated is qu_.ite
. possible, just as it is’ possible to get in
the way of a street car or automobile,
or the germ of any -disease; ‘but to at-
tempt to frighten people as has. been
done in the matter of the schools is to
deserve the severest censure. It is more.
It is an insult to the people of the south
end of the city. Autocracy takes long
chances sometimes, but the atmosphere
of St. John is-not altogether congenial
for civic, educational or other autocrats.
The people, in the end, get what they
want, especially if they merely ask that
which it is their right to request.
———
THE HQUSING QUESTION.

The British government is going about
its housing scheme in a very business-
like. manner. The following from the
London Mail tells the story:

“Buildipg in connection with the gov-
ernment’s housing-scheme is to start al-
most immediately. - A chief commis-
sioner in London and eight district com-
missioners of housing, all men of prac-
tical experience, will administer the
scheme throughout England and Wales.
They will have technical staffs. A
manual to be issued by the Local Gov-
ernment Board will guide local. authori-
ties and others on how to proceed with

. building schemes. It will give plans of

several approved types of houses. Gen-
erally only twelve houses should be
erected to the acre in urban areas, and
eight in rural areas, Many houses, in
addition to a kitchen, larder, scullery,
three bedrooms, washhouse and bath-
room or bath, should, in the opinion of
the Local Government Board, have a
comfortable living-room or parior and a
.garden. Practically all essential fittings,
_such as doors. windows, kitchen ranges,
baths, bolts; locks, door-handles, and
the like, are being standardized and ar-
rangemerits are being made for some ex-
isting munition factories and workers to
be émploy;ed. on the production.of these
fittings. Ip conjunction with the Lon-
don County Council the Local Govern-
| ment Board is arranging for building in
| i London a village of model house. Each
'house will be a complete model for the
. guidance of local authorities, both as re-
gards architectural style and internal ar-
rangements, and standard fittings will
be used in their construction.”

The Dominion government’s plan to
assist municipalities in the provinces to
grapple with their housing problem will
soon be known in detail, and will doubt-
less safeguard all interests. One of the
great difficulties at present is the cost
of building materials. Lnmber is ab-
normally high and likely to remain so;
and enquiries are being made regarding
possible substitutes. The whole ques-
tion will no doubt be discussed at a
public meeting or meetings in this city
Houses are- needed, but we must first
ascertain at what rental they can be
provided and how many people are
willing to engage either to rent or to
purchase at the price made necessary by
the cost of construction. The problem
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presents many grave difficulties, and the
speculative builder is not encouraged to
erect houses under present conditions.
Those who do invest money must be
content with a moderate return on their
investment

DR. GODFREY'S BILL. |

A bill providing for the medical \ex-
amination of all candidates for matri-
-mony is before the- Ontario' legislature.
Its author, Dr. Godfrey, says there are

between seven and - eight thousand '
epileptics in- Ontario and in twenty
years there might be twenty thousand,
unless the marriage of defectives and
those suffering from hereditary diseases is
prevented. Such a law as l}e proposes has |
been adopted in some states south of thel
border. The rapid increase in the num-
ber of feeble-minded children renders
action of some sort necessary, Dr. Clar-
ence Hincks has declared that there are
in the city of Toronto alone five thous-'

fives” Has Achieved

s

. One reason why “Fruit-a-tives® is 8o
iextraordinarly successful in giving relief
to those suffering with Constipation,
{Torpid Liver, Indigestion, Chronic Head-
iaches, Neuralgia, Kidney and Bladder
T'roubles, Rheumatism, Pain in the Baclk,
‘Eezema and other Skin Affections, is,
because it is the only medicine in the
world made from fruit juices.

It is composed of the medicinal prin=
ciples found in apples, oranges, figs and
Pprunes, together with the nerve tonics
iand antiseptics of proven repute,

, 80c. a box, 6 for $2.50, trial size 28a
At all dealers or sent postpaid by Fruids
{o~tives Limited, Ottawa. Il

Almost every man has some mechanical ability and
we all like to see the result of our own skill.

, Nearly every home can use and really needs tools of
some kind. Drop in and tell us what kind of work you
intend doing and we will suggest the particular tool suit-
able for the work. ; .

D.Mc

ESTABLISHED /183

Handy-?man-about-the-hause

LIGHTER VEIN,

““our -constituents want an explana-!
tion of those latest remarks of yours,”
said the faithful secretary. “Fix ’em up

an explanation that they won’t under-

and cases of mental abnormality. It is
i L - stand,’ ’replied Senator Sorghum; “then
from this class the vicious and criminals | explain that in the same_way an’d keep

chiefly come, yet there is no adequate!on explaining. I don’t believe in ever

- Where Quality Counts

When selecting your Alarm Clock, you should always be

provision for the care of feeble-minded'
children. Dr. Godfrey proposes a dms-]
tic measure, and yet it is one which be-
fore many years. have passed may be |
generally approved. Certain it is that|
some action must be taken to guard
society from the deadly results of its
own excesses. To provide homes for
feeble-minded children is not really deal-
ing with causes, but effects. Dr. God-
frey proposes to deal with causes,

Toronto Star: “The Toronto Street
Railway Company decided many ycars
ago to fight the city on every point and |
concede nothing but what it had to |
Having followed that choice all through,
and having decided that public good-
will was something the company cculi
not afford to earn or bother its head
about, it is idle now for the directors to
nurse any delusion that there -¢ill be
any “reaction” in their favor. They
have played the game in their own way
—+the city has had to grow and cxpand,
not with the aid of the company, but in
spite of it, and when the franchise ex-
pires the people will have had more than
enough of the company.” e
: ; ® @ @ 9@ '

Now that the war is over we read
with interest the following despatch
from  Ottawa: - “Statistics compiled by
the labor department show that the cost

|

{-didn't take the trouble to leave.

refusing my constituents anything.”—
‘Washington Star,

“Don’t you hate to think of :Lent’
coming so soon?”

“My dear, what are
Lent after twelve months of Hoover?’—:

|

forty days of

Life. : ;
i

|

L
“What is this terrific combat?”
“A bargain struggle for marked down

millinery.” ; '
“I get you. Fighting at the drop of

a hat.”—Kansas City Jourmal.

“Did the cook leave?”
“No,” replied Mrs. Crosslots. “She
She

simply notified us by telephone that she

.

sure you are buying one that you can depend on. Our line
includes all the better makes. i

Good Morning, Surprise, Ironclad, Sleep Meter

§ N and Big Pm
A Large Assortment of Mantel Clocks, Watches and Wrist
: Watches Always in Stock

War Savings and Thrift Stamps For Sale'Hefe

& ither Std.

was going to stay away.”—Washington|
Star,

‘You boys have been using that same;
deck of cards for months.”

“Yes,” replied Three Finger Sam. “It’s
fur the pertection of home industry, We
know all the bent corners an’ finger-
marks by heart, and any extra ace that
a tenderfoot tries to ring in is detected
immediately.”—Washington Star.

Paw Konows Everything. .
Willie—Paw, what is the breath of}
suspicion?
Paw—The one that has cloves on it,
my. son.—Cincinati Enquirer,

SMOKE MACDCNALD'S INDEX

FACT THAT ALL
AGREE PLEASING
10 COMFERENCE

Allie; of Oﬁc Mind én the New
German Terms

of the weekly family budget of staple

goods 'last month was greater than in

the previous month. The average cost

last month was §18.81 as compared with

$13.65 in December, 1918, $12.42 in Jan-

nary, 1918, and $7.76 in January, 1914.”
® @9

Rev. G. A. Simbns, for many years
head of the Methodist Episcopal church
in -Russia, says that most of the Bol-
shevist leaders in the United States are
Jews from the east side of New York,
and that they had set aside large sums
of money for the spread of their doc-|
trines. This is their notion of gratitude
to the nation which gave them freed-m.
and the opportunity to make money.

e © @ @

The activity of the various women’s
organizations in this city and the prov-
ince, and the intelligence and puhlic
spirit shown by them;, may eventually
convince the ‘gentlemen ‘of the legisla-
ture that the members of these organ-
izations could cast an intelligent vote.

BECERCERORR 4

There is a rumor that the South End |
Improvement League will invite all the |
school principals and the s_uperintendent{
to a carnival on its free skating rink, |

those' gentlemen' to ‘appear in’ mediaval |
costume and robes of state.
® ® 0 @

That conference of representatives of
Russian governments may be held, after
all. It is now said that four factiens
are willing to meet and discuss their
differences and the future of Russia.
That would be a good beginning.

© © Q9@ !
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The visiting editors next ‘week will no
doubt be shown the sacred school-
houses and their high priests. With sol-
emn pride it may be pointed out that
these temples-are 'still.unrirofaned'by tﬁé '
feet of the great unwashed. {
j . ® & @

If Sir Robert Borden goes to Wash-
ington as British ambassador it will
make a notable change in the. political
situation in Canada, |

@ © @ |

putting any more insurance on the court
house will be rather sorry he spoke.

NEW DIRECTOR OF
REPATRIATION WORK.

Ottawa, Feb. 13—On the expiration
of the three months which he agreed to
devote to the work of repatriation, the |
director, H. J. Daly, has requested the
committee of the cabinet that he be re-
lieved of the work as the preliminary
organization has been completed. It is
understood that his services will still be
available in an advisory capacity.

Vincent Massey, assistant director, has
been asked to succeed Mr. Daly, and has
agreed to do so.for a limited period.
DID NOT KNOW OF

THE KAISER'S FLIGHT.

Geneva, Feb. 13—A train load of Ger-
'man officers being brought back from
Palestine arrived here yesterday. Al
were ignorant of recent events in Ger-
many and did nct know of the revolu-
tion or the former emperor’s flight into
Holland.

The councillor who protested against |

~FINAL AGTION TaDAY

Marshal Fech*
for Trevesl fs "Announce Condi-

tions to Ciefman Commission —

No O_I;g__Stock

Al Up-to-Date
Styles Selling in

Cur
February Sale

Men’s and Boys’
Footwear from the fac-
tories making the best.
Ladies’ High Cut Laced
Boots, Dress Pumps
and Ozxfords in the
styles and shades that

are correct. -

RUBBERS to fit
every style of shoe. On
all these goods you get
a substantial reduction.

mand-Recognition ;

Paris, Feb. 13—(By the Associated

two protracted sessions, yesterday reach-
terms of the armistice to be presented
to Germany. The text of these terms
" will not be made known until presented,
but the fact that there was complete
agreement between the delegates was a
source of saticfaction in conference
circles after the period of tension caused
by discussions before the war council.

| Yesterday’s sessions brought together
! 2 notable array of military and civilian
 officets, including, besides representatives
‘of the great powers and President Wwil-
son, two French marshals, Foch and Pe-
tain, Field Marshal Haig of Great Brit-
ain, General Diaz of Italy and Generals
Pershing and Bliss of the United States.
For the first time, however, the war
council showed a strong element of
economic and financial experts, in ac-

of Saturday providing for econdmic as
well as military representatives on the
armistice commission.

The presence of these officials prob-
ably indicates that the economic and
financial as well as the military features
wil be incorporated in the new terms.

At the same time the presence of
Marshals Foch and Petain and other
French military authorities leads to the
I . belief that the terms will give France
Wlnter goods at Bar_ adequate safeguards against Germany

being able to resume warfare.

gain prices' | The war council will hold another

W B . | session today prior to the departure of
.- Odd lots and broken

Marshal Foch for Treves, where he will
. . A present the terms to the German armis-
sizes at Bargain prices.

tice commission.

Demand Recognition.

! Berne,.Feb. 13—As a result of a long
' conference between Mathias Erzberger,
a member of the German armistice com-
mission, and various ministers in Berlin
on Monday, it was decided, according to
the Frankfort Zeitung, that Erzberber
| will demand that the Allies recognize
the new Berlin government when he
meets the Entente chiefs to negotiate a
renewal of the armistice.

" QUESTIONS OF AVATON

- Second grade rub-
bers in men’s, boys’,
misses and children’s at |'
Bargain prices.

Sales Goods Cash.
No Approbation.

FAANCIS & VAUGH

19 KING STREET

Considered in Paris

R

Paris, Feb. 18—(By the Associated
Press)—The Paris conference commis-
sion on the control of ports, waterways
and railways is considering a proposed
assertion of jurisdiction over aerial in-
‘ternational flights. The British air min-
istry has already prepared an elaborate
convention to be submitted to the peace
conference.

The international aviation conference
soon to meet in Paris will also take up
questions of great importance, such as
how far national control of the air may
‘go, customs, reciprocal landing facilities,
aerial police and the settlement of dam-

ages.
Civilian flights between nations are

You Can Line Your Own Stove
With

FOLEY'S
PREPARED
. FIRECLAY

To be had of W. H. Thorae & o,
Ltd., Market Sq.; T. McAvity & Sons,
Ltd., King St.; J. E. Wilson, Ltd., Syd-
ney St.; Emerson & Fisher, Ltd, Gor-
main St.; Geo. W. Morrell, Haymarket
Sq.; J. M. Logan, Haymarket Sq.; C. H.
Ritchie, 820 Main St.; Quinn & Co., 415
Main St

of essential regul:tions. Many

to London air service, have
in consc‘quence,

ed: a complete agreement on the new!

|
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"Wiﬂ Then Leave ‘ M_“

New Betlin Government to De»t
|

! Press)—The supreme war council, after Bill Introduced in Legislature by Ministe

|

|

|

cordance with Mr. Wilson’s resolution s

Important Phases of Matter Being |

now impossible because of the absence !
enter- |
prises such ag that of preparing a Paris ‘ |
been delaycd «

Are Your Bread and Buns 1k
Always the Same?

You may use the same recipe, and yet
get varying results, the difference, very
often, being due to the.flour.

La TOUR FLOUR

is milled up to the same standard, al-
ways (being made from Finest Manitoba
Hard Spring Wheat), so, its use, follow-
ing your present good recipe, will pro-
duce uniformly delicious bread.

Ask Your Grocer for La Tour Flour.

'FOWLER MILLING COMPANY LTD-

ST. JOHN, N. B.

of éomplaintﬁ by girls in a certain line
of work, the minister is to appoint a
commission, which will investigate con-
diticns and fix a minimum wage, which
will become effective. The bLill will af-
fect many thousands of female werkers.

Mr. Taschereau stated the other day
in answer to Mr. Sauve rhat the govern-
ment had under consideration a request

MINIMUM WAGE FOR
WOMER WORKERS IN
QUEBEG PROVINGE

of Public Works—House Servant
Not .ncluded L.

A bill to provide for a minimum wage
for women workers in the province of
Quebec was introduced in the Legislative
Assembly this week by Ifon. I. A. Tas-
chereau, minister of public works end
labor, and was given “irst reading. De-
tails of the bill are not given, bu- it was
learned from Mr. Tascherecu that the
government 2ims to protect women
workers in factories, shops, and those
who work generally in public buildings.
It is not clear yet whether stenograpners
will come under the provisions of the ncw
measure, details mot yet being decided.
Domestic servants are not included.

The measure will not fix standard

imum wege be fixed for ali workers in
the province. So far no bill of this nolure
is in sight.

Another important bill which the same
minister introduced was that to pro-
vide for the construction of ‘.vm:xncn’s
dwellings and for advances to nici-
palities. 'This, it is explained, s to pro-
vide the necessary machinery to dispose
of the $6,500,000 which the province will
get from the federal government as its
share of the federal loan of $25,000,000
for the construction of workmen’s dv-ell-
ings in all provinces.

The federal government loans this
money to the provinces for municipali-
ties at a stated rate of interey. What rate
of interest the government o1 Quebec will

minimum wages for the various classes, | charge the municipalities is not yet
but will certzinly provide that in cases |stated.
Y= (1S5

@ London Life

Insurance Company

Head Office, London, Ontario

D

The Annual Report for 1918

Shows:

The highest record in New Business.

The lowest in Expense Ratio in both Branches.
An increased Rate of Interest Earned—6.829%,.
90% of total Business on 3% Reserve Basis.

Progress Table

1908 1913 1918
Insurance in Force.... $12,152,949 $27,118,375 $59,804,430

Insurance Issued..... 3,654,272 8,828,189 16,433,580
Total Assets.............. 2,663,994 4,645,695 9,189,658
Policy Reserves. 2,424,777 4,226,152 8,448,469
Tocome.................q 652,732 1,295,840 2,782,540

The Policy Reserve. Investment Reserve and Reserve

from organized labor that a general min- |

for accruing profits we @ :intained on the Company's usual
high standard, notwithstanding payment of $330,000 War
and Epidemic Claims.

All Military Service restrictions in pre-war policies were
voluntarily waived by the Company.

The surplus on the Government basis exceeds $1,000,000.
inclusive of the paid-up Capital of $50,000.

Increased five-year dividend distributions are authorized
for 1919. .

.

F. W. HEWITSON, Suverintendent, C. P. R.
Building, King and Germain Sts.
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BASSEN'S
- Might and
Thrifty

(learance
Sale -

You Can Get Bargains Worth:
of the Name Bargains

A Few Ladies’ Coats to Clear
o $5.00 eacl
75 Children’s Plush and Cordu
roy Coats.... $2.98-$6.9!

35 Ladies’ Wool, Serge, Cash
mere and Corduroy Dresse
—Worth all kinds of mone;

$4.98-$7.9

100 Ladies’ Dress Skirts -
Black and Blue, $2.48-$3.€

50 Only Ladies’ House Dress
—Made of Gingham,
i $1.00-$1.25 eac

25 doz. Ladies’ Shirtwaists, i
Voile ........ 98c.-$1.9

Silk Waists in Black, -
$2.00-$2.9

Colors: White, Pink, Maize,
Sl : - $2.50-$3.€
With the New Square Neck ur
Collarless Effects ‘:‘

15 doz. Special Voile Wiasts
White and fine stripes,
i 89c. eas

25 doz. Ladies’ Black and
White Hose .... 25¢c. p

1,000 yards White Cotton,
- 22c. y:
5 yards for $1.

1,000 yards Factory Cotton
18c. y:

6 yards for $1.

1,000 yards White Shaker
‘ Flennel ........ 29c. y:
50 Ibs. of Black Yarn, $1.50
Allover Aprons. ... 89c. e

Dress Aprons with elastic in
waist . ....... $1.3b e

SPECIAL BARGAINS FC
MEN

25 doz. Men’s Dress Shirts,

; 69c.-85c¢. ei

25 doz. Men’s Fleeced Und
Wear .......... (9¢-9

300 pairs Men’s Working Pa
—Slightly seconds,
$1.98 ;

100 pairs Boys’ Bloomer Pa
—Slightly seconds,
$1.15-$1.25 ¢

NOW, WHAT ABOUT O
BOOTS AND SHOES?

Regular Cld-time Bargair
1,000 pairs Ladies’ Boots
Oxfords—Mostly small si:

Worth double the money
For $1.69-$2..

1,000 pairs Men’s Boots of =
Kinds — Laid out in box:

ready for picking bargains.

COME AND COME QUICY

It is a paying proposition {:
you and everybody to inve
your money at our Mig

i Thrifty Clearing Sale.

BASSEN’

! The People’s Dry Goods St

14-16-18 Charlotte St.




