
pure comfort, and to that extent strikes r iu<» !i„to in pro-
phecy. Whnt we hiivo here (Is. 40-55) is > toUoction of j- uma
whose oriKin mny extend over n number v< urs. y» t y> nrc
justified in spenkinjr of it as 'The Hook of » ,i s.ilnt'on." .<eeinif
that there is sufficient unity of sutiject and spirit ;.. these
poems concerninR /.ion the Uride of Ynhweh. an.l Israel tlie

Servant of Yahwili. to bind the various elements lojrcther. if

not to prove the genuineness of every passape. Kven if we
should have to a.imit tlie separat«> origin and the lat(>r dale of
the trrrat Servant passaRes (12 1-1. I!) l-«>. Til I-'.). f,2

13 —5;r 12). it is sumrienl I'im* (his general review for us
to note that the Servant idea, in its national smse. reecives
here a very iiijrh form of expression. The writer brings a
Rreal mesHajre of redemption, so that he has l)een rightly
enlle«l "the evangelist of the (>'l\" The (one is t-nder throuRli-
ont

;
even his denuneiations of enetnies .'uid his polemie ajrainst

idol-worshippers are free from the eoarse. I)itter inveetive that
is jrenerated l)y aelnal strife: underlyinjr all his utter.nnoes is
a stronjr conviction that the word of Yahweh is al)sohiteIy
reliable. Kmpires may fall and perish. l)u( it remains; it is n
Kreat world force, which like the powers of nature, must do
its work (JO. 55 10). To a natitm whose memliers aiv .-scat-

tered ami whose sanctuary lies in ruins he addres.ses the word
of consolation (10 27). Hut he dots this not with .some 'iKht.
s(M)thintr sonir. l)ut with a majrnilicent nmception of (Jod an<i
a ma.ssive thet.lojry. The tieli.'f that Yahweh is the (Jod of
nature, history, and ivdcmption receives here a fuller «'xposi-
tion an«l num' brilliant expressi.m. These ari« not dea«t forms
or abstract cateRoris. the wh(»le presentation thrills with life.

(Jod's manifestation of His power is lu-re not a (inished work,
but a present enerjry. fivsh. plastic, An inspirinjr. hopeful
word was .soi-ely needed in this situation, hence the movement
of the theology is fnmi Cod to num. There is little of the pas-
toral hortatory (the jr»'nuineness of 55 7 is (Hn>s(iom'«l!) ; the
promises all rest on Yahweh's supreme power and .sovereign
jrrace. What could any nu»n or organization of men do for ii

hiuion in such a coiulition? If its destinies are not cared for
by Him who rules the universe there is no hope. The tlunjjrht


