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Mmnacm to colonial autonomy

If the coloniata shirk that duty and refuse to make theirchoice, they will soon be incapable of preserving the scanty measure
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This timely reflexion deserves to be carefully meditated in theight of recent events, of what has happened especially in the last

hatrn' ""V"
''"""'^"'^ °^ MAcnoNALD's time, thoug"that the day would ever come when Canada would raise an army of

IZ ^"°i^/»^rf** »»en. to be kept up in Europe at CanXscost for England's benefit, and that the full and abslte commandof hat army would be abandoned to British officers, under theexclusive authority of the British government? Who, but fiveyears ago- with the exception of a few 'hare-brained' Nationalists- ever suggested that, by 1914, the British government wouldhave seized the whole mercantile navy of CanSa. regulated thek nd and quantity of Canadian exports, and dictated tTSe Cana!d an government, not only war tactics, but also numerous measures
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^'^''^''^'^'^' ^h^^-t^r? The war has practically

transformed the governments of the so-called 'sister-nations' intomere executive bureaux of the Imperial government.
On paper their autonomy in local affairs remi^ned as before

absolute, unfettered, and complete - But in practice th^
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^"" °' P^^^ '^"^ -" -« - interestSovermasters all others. They have found that until they controlthat interest then control of all others is purely provisional/ip. HO).
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authonty as that exercised by the United-Kingdom on foreign

» Words of Mr. Asqitith at the Imperial CJonference, 1911.


