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rilEFACE

TO THE FIRST EUITIO.V.

I'liE following,' i)aj,'es ooiitaiu an atten.pt to inquire into tin-

piinciplos which i,'.)vern Courts of Equity in the Specific Per-
luimance of (Jontracts. I otl'er this little boolv to the members
'•I' my profession, with soniev-hat of hope, l.ecaus.> I know the
in.liiltrence with which they are wont to accept the results of
houtst labour spent on professional subjects: but with much
iu'>re of diffidence, because I am not ignorant of the difficulties
of tlie subject on which [ have written, or the shortcomings of
my own performance.

The scope and object of my essay will Ije sufficiently learned
from the Table of Contents. It will at once be seen that they
an- esseutii'.Uy different from those of tlie admirable worlis of
f.ord St. Leonards and Mr. Dart on tlie Law of Vendors and
I'lircliasers. Those treatises discuss the contract of sale of I'eal

estate and ail the relations thence arising, so tiiat the doctrine
of specific performance is treated of only as one mode in whicJi
that contract is enforced : wliilst the present work is designed
to elucidate the principles of specific performance in general.^aud
the contract of sale only so far as it requires attention as one of
tlie contracts whieli tlie Court enforces. If the object of those
learned treatises had not been thus distinct from that of the
following pages, I sliould never have tliought of committing
tiiem to pi'ess.

Tiie comieotioii of the <lilferent branches of Law is, like the
coiinectiou of the sciences, so close as often to embarrass the
writer who attempts to treat of one subject by itself. I have
foun.l this difficulty continually recurring, as I have been
engaged in composing this book, because it is by no means easy
to decide how much of the Law on many questions nuf^ht to inid
llace in a treatise on the principles and practice of the Courts
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