
wliilc tlit'V :u'o r<\)lly iii<lulL:iiiLi" a l»;nl state of

uiiiid, and scttiiiLC a da hl;* To us (•xani|)le to

others. And in matter^ of prr^onal sclf-indul-

Lcciice tlioro is often a coin ju'otnise of this kind

made witli sin, instead of a conqdete renouncing

of it, wliieh as h)iii:; as it remains will make us

weak in what is,ii:oo(l, and keep us on the borders

of know!i sin.

8(uuetimes sin will leave upon us a li.-djit of

holdiiiij; to nothinsi;, and ne\ er keepin*:; the same

mind for any leuL^th of time. This comes of that

doul>l<'-minde(lness which St. .lames mentions

as a ureat fault, when we have heoii trvini; to

serve two masters, and so have not held fast to

Ilim whose will ou^ht always to he our rule of

life. If re|)entnnce is not very thoroui^di, the.se

unstal)le ways an^ likely to remain with us in

many thinu's ; and whenever they are found they

Avc at hsast a siii:n that something is not right,

and leaving them otf" will he a step toward re-

gaining what we have lost by sin.

Sometimes it will stav hv us in the shape of

hard tlnuights of others, or readiness to think

e\ il of them, orauain in <'nvious, urud^nng wavs.

which keep us tVom showing true Christian

lo\(> to them, tnen when they do not amount to

wilful and deadly sin. A xery d(vp and thor-

ough rejXMitance searches these i>ut. but the com-

mon repentance of half-worldly Christians leaves

them verv nearlv where it found them, and needs

manyshar[)trialsat(Jo(rshaiid to })urgetheniout.


