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Other towns followed this example ; and, in a short time, til th«
colonists concurred in abstaining from the use of all objects of luxury,
produced by the manufactories, or by the soil, of England. Besides
this, and even of necessity, from the scarcity of money, the mer-
chants of the colonics, finding themselves debtors for largo sums to
the English, and having no reason to expect new advances, without
new payments, which they were not in a situation to miikc,' resorted
also to tho plan of non-consumption

; they renounced all purchase
and all expense, to the incredible prejudice of the manufacturers in
England.

But the English government did not stop here; as i not satisfied
with having excited the discontent of the colonists, i. desired also
to urge them to desperation. In the month of March, 17G1, tho
parliament passed a regulation, by whidi, if on the one hand n
traffic was permitted between the American colonies and the French
islands of the West Indies, and others appertaining to other Euro-
pean powers

;
on the other, such enormous duties wore imposed on

merchandise imported from the latter, as to create, as usual, an
almost universal contraband, in every article, with immense disad-
vantage to the commerce itself, and equal prejudice to mercantile
habits and probity. To crown so great an evil, it was ordered, by
the same bill, that the sums proceeding from these duties should be
paid, in specie, into the treasury of England. The execution of
this ordinance must have completely drained the colonies of the lit-

tle money they had remaining, to bo transported to Europe.
The secret exasperation redoubled, at the first intelligence of

measures so extraordinary. They remarked that they w'ere even
contradictory

;
that it was reciuiring a thing, and, at the same time,

withholding the means to perform it ; since the government de-
prived them of all faculty of procuring specie, and yet would have
them furnish it, to be transported to a distance of three thousand
miles. But as if the ministry were afraid the tempest of indigna-
tion, excited by these new laws, should be appeased too soon, they
wrested from the parliament another act, which appeared fifl.>on
days after. It purported, that bills of credit, which might be issuedm future by the American colonies, should no longer have le<ral cur-
rency in payments; and that, as to those in circulation, they like-
wise could not be received as legal payment, after the term prefixed
for their redemption and extinction. It is true, however, that all the
money proceeding from the duties above mentioned, was directed
by other clauses of the bill, to be kept in reserve, and could only be
employed for expenses relative to the colonies • U ;« true n)"- that
at the same time the act was framed concerning bills of credit, somo


