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OPINIONS OF THE I'UESS.

plished fact, and the people of Canada will have an opportunity of gratifying

their desire for a full and fair history of one of the most interesting and meri-

torious elements of our population. For the laborious, and in some respects

perilous task of writing such a history, few, if any, of our prominent men of
learning could have been so well fitted as Dr. Ryerson. Himself the son of

a leading Loyalist, of a lamily which had given Canada many men of earnest

thought and strenuous act, familiar from his childhood with the traditions

of those heroic settlers who were mainly the founders of his native Province,

and having himself had no small share in extending the progress and per-

petuating the prosperity of which, at the cose of their fortunes and the risk of

their lives, they laid the firm basis, he was indignantly conscious of the many
calumnies propagated by hostile pens, from which, for nearly a century, they

had suffered almost undefended. Not alone, indeed. Happily there were
others also who longed to see the story of the Loyalists written by an impar-

tial and skilful hand. And when those who represent what was best in the

public life, the literature, the pulpit and the press of the two united Provinces

a quarter of a century ago, looked around on each other and beyond their

own circle for a person to whom they might entrust the performance of so

needed a duty, they unanimously fixed upon the Superintendent of Educa-
tion of Upper Canada as that person. Thus selected, and not unmoved,
besides, by potent inward urgings. Dr. Ryerson accepted the honourable but
difficult charge." [Then follows an analysis of the principal facts and argu-

ments of the work.]

From the Mornino Chronicle, Halifax, Nova Scotia, August 4th, 1880.

" This is undoubtedly ono of the most notable of recent works from the

press of Canada. It is a work of such interest as to its subject, and. we must

add, of such merit as to its execution, that no proper justice can be done to

it in any such review as can be afforded within the limited eligible space of

a daily newspaper."

From the Morning Herald, Halifax, N. S., July S^th and August 4th, 1880.

The Herald devotes two articles in review of this work, commencing with

the following words :

" The author of this work is so well known to the people of this country,

that any publication in which his name appears is a sufficient guarantee of ics

value, its accuracy, and the interesting nature of its contents. No work ever

published in Canada is more worthy of a cordial reception from our people

than the * Loyalists of America and their Times,' and none will be read with

more intense interest by the descendants of those noble men and wom^n,
* who, stripped of their rights and property during the war, * * * were driven

from the homes of their birth and of their forefathers,' because of their

loyalty to their king, to seek new liomes in the (then) wilderness of Nova

Scotia and New Brunswick."

N.B.—Numerous other notices, of a similar character to the above, are said

to have appeared in various provincial newspn.pers=


